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‘A DAY AT  
THE CREEK’

Wolfe Brothers Live! 
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CHUDLEIGH  
CELEBRATES  
AUSTRALIA DAY...

With a hearty breakfast
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They’re Just  
All Good Eggs

Christmas Hills Raspberry Farm Café looked 
more like a barbers shop recently when 
staff shaved their heads to raise over $5,000 
for Cancer Research. The brave people are, 
from left to right Front: Amber Lefevere, 
Mary How, Trish Briggs, Mike Lambert. 
Back: Kiri Griffin. 

Photo by Mike Moores
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WHAT TO DO with your old 
mobile phone and printer 
cartridges?

Did you know that Delo-
raine and Mole Creek Online 
Access Centres are places you 
can recycle these items as 
part of Planet Ark and Mobile 
Muster Programs? Recycle it!

WHEN PUTTING togeth-
er a newspaper, language 
and its use becomes a fairly  
frequent topic of conver-
sation. We have heard, for 
instance, grumbles about the 
article ‘Revisiting good old 
grammar’ that appeared in 
the January edition. 

I notice that everyone  
I speak with on this subject 
seems to have their own 
particular ‘thing’ they are 
pedantic about; whether it 
be spelling, the use of adjec-
tives, certain words, phrases 
or punctuation.

For me it’s Americanisms. 
I would like the language 
we use to have a few less of 
them. I refuse to use the word 
‘Hi’ as a greeting and cringe 
every time someone refers to 
a group I’m involved with as 
‘you guys’.

My daughter has this too, 
but a little different. She 
doesn’t mind being referred 
to as a guy in the plural but 
when her Dad teased her 
one day by calling her a ‘guy’  
in the singular she did come 
in spinning.

I’m also glad that  
language evolves. English 
language today is now very 
different from ancient times.  

Personally, I don’t think I’d 
be that keen on speaking or 
writing Ye Olde English way. 

In all, I enjoy the diver-
sity of language in our 
community. As for the   
‘grumbles’, well, that’s diversi-
ty in action isn’t it!? TT4N (Ta 
ta for now).

Now it’s someone else’s problem.          NB: no litter was left on the roadside in the making of this image

ON MY DAILY walks  
around the outskirts of  
Westbury, I am disappointed 
to see so much rubbish lining 
our roads.

The majority of this  
litter appears to be emp-
ty cans, and many of 
these are from alcohol.    
Because of the location of 
this rubbish, it would seem 
that it is being thrown from 
vehicles being driven through 
the area. 

This shocks and frustrates 
me on two counts.

Firstly, after years of 
anti-litter campaigns and 
education, some people are 
happy to throw their rubbish 
onto our beautiful residential 
streets and countryside.

Secondly; are there still 
people willing to drink and 
drive after all the horror  
stories we see and hear on 
the news?

Nanette Steers
Westbury

On Littering

THE ST VINCENT de Paul  
Society has been a part of 
the Deloraine community 
for a number of years, oper-
ating their Vinnies centre to 
provide pre-loved clothing, 
household items, furniture 
and all sorts of interesting 
odds and ends .

Disappointingly,  they are 
now leaving the Deloraine 
community as the lease on 
their current premises has 
not been renewed.

The doors will finally close 
on 11th February.

As they prepare to leave, 
Vinnie’s wishes to thank all  
volunteers, past and present,  
who have so generously giv-
en of their time.  It has helped 
so many people and without 
the volunteers, well, Vinnies 
wouldn’t be Vinnies.

Thanks also goes to the 
wider community who have 
supported them in so many 
ways by donating items for 
resale, shopping at the store, 
emptying the collection bins, 
helping with the working 
bees, supporting fundraising 
events and generously  includ-
ing Vinnie’s in the community.

It is a sad time for Vinnie’s, 
but the hope is they’ll be back. 
The Northern Regional Office 
will continue to provide  
support  to those in need in 
the community.

Vinnies says 
“Farewell”

IT IS WITH regret that  
we announce that Sheila  
Ferguson has resigned her 
position as News Editor of 
Meander Valley Gazette. 
Sheila has given an enormous 
amount of time & energy  
during the past year to assist 
Meander Valley Gazette 
become established. Thank 
you, Sheila. 

We wish you well in your 
future endeavours!

Thank you,
Sheila

By: Joanne Eisemann

THE WESTBURY Pool 
group, which has been  
lobbying  for a community 
pool at Westbury for some 
years, has engaged  Moore 
Consulting (Burnie) to  
prepare a Business Case for 
a 25 metre heated indoor  
public pool at Westbury.  

The Business Case follows 
on from a Feasibility Study 
(2013 -2014), undertaken  by 
Lexie Brient,  to dispute and 
rectify previous inaccurate, 
inadequate and misleading 
reports regarding swimming 
facilities for Westbury.

Westbury is the geograph-
ic  centre of Meander Valley 
and the pool would serve 
the whole municipality.  The  
Lobby group itself includes 
people outside of Westbury.  
Therefore, the name The  
Meander Valley (Westbury) 
Community Pool  is being 
considered, as  more appro-
priate than The Westbury 
Aquatic Centre.

A Pool at Westbury?
Jump right in, have your say

Go on, recycle it Tell us about it!
HAVE YOU got a story to 
tell? Let us know about your 
news or an event that you are 
involved with. 

If we don’t know about it,  
we can’t help you by telling 
others about it. Call us on  
6286 8212 on Tuesday, 
Wednesday or  Thursday.

In My Opinion...
On Language

The Business  Case will 
be prepared in three stages: 
information gathering, infor-
mation analysis, business 
case development.

The first stage will include 
consultation with local 
stakeholders - businesses, 
services, groups & individu-
als - and will begin almost 
immediately.  A stakeholder 
is anyone who lives or works 
in Meander Valley munici-
pality and could be affect-
ed by a pool in Westbury,  
especially any ratepayer or 
potential ratepayer.

Warren Moore wishes to 
consult with as many stake-
holders  as possible and to 
meet with anyone wishing to 
check out the situation or give 
their opinion.  Whether  you 
are for or against a pool doesn’t 
matter.  His contact details 
are: Warren Moore, Suite 4/26  
Wilmot St, Burnie. Ph: 6432 
1008, 0417 121 094 or email war-
ren@mooreconsulting.com.au
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ADVERTISEMENT

Authorised by Eric Hutchinson MP, 53B Main Road, 
Perth TAS 7300.

Working for you in the electorate 

and taking your concerns to Canberra

Eric
HUTCHINSON mp
Federal Member for LYONS

Contact Me at:

CELEBRATING PAST, PRESENT & FUTURE CHAMPIONS
WHEN JACK Badcock was 
at the top of his game he 
would never have thought 
cricket would evolve to its 
present megastar status. Or 
that he would be immortal-
ised in a personal memo-
rial strategically placed on  
Westbury cricket ground.

The ICC World Cup  
visiting Westbury on 20th 
January had special sig-
nificance for his relatives.  

Main Photo: Descendants of the famed Jack Badcock, from left to right, Marilyn Atkins (daughter), Sarah and Archie Atkins (granddaughter and great grandson) Bevan Badcock (1st Cousin). 
Photo Top Left: Kallie and Isla (3) Westwood of Westbury with the Cricket World Cup; Middle Photo: Sam Cotton, Game Development Officer for Cricket Tas  
and Sophie Marston Age 9 of Westbury; Photo Bottom Left: Sam Cotton, of Cricket Tas and George O’Connor age 6. Photos by Mike Moores.

Daughter, granddaugh-
ter, great grandson and 1st 
cousin (pictured above) all  
reflected upon the role their 
relative, Jack played in Aus-
tralian First Class Cricket.

Jack was born in Exton, 
and was the second young-
est player for  Tasmania  in 
first-class cricket at age 15.
Jack played nineteen match-
es for Tasmania before trans-
ferring to South Australia 

for whom he played till his 
early retirement in 1941. His  
highest score in first class 
cricket was 325 against  
Victoria in 1936.

Jack was also the first  
Tasmanian to reach a test 
century with 118 against  
England at the MCC in 1937.

Jack toured England with 
Donald Bradman in the 1938 
Ashes Series. Donald Brad-
man described Badcock as 

“a lovable and completely 
unspoiled personality – a 
great cricketer.” 

Players from several jun-
ior cricket clubs came to  
have their photographs  
taken alongside the World 
Cup trophy.

Sam Cotton, Cricket  
Development Officer, from 
Cricket Tasmania was on 
hand to give youngsters 
some handy tips on their bat 

and ball skills.
Westbury was a natural 

choice for one of the seven 
Tasmanian towns chosen 
for the trophy’s visit, with 
its cricket heritage and rich 
history in first class cricket. 
All attendees had the oppor-
tunity to have their photo  
taken with the cup. Weigh-
ing in at 12kgs, the cup is 
made of gold and silver and 
valued at around $100,000.
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Our Australia Day Champions

Date and Time Event Details
Saturday 7th Feb, 7.00pm Mystery Masque Ball Deloraine Bowling Club, gold coin donation
Saturday 7th Feb, 2.00pm - 4.00pm                 Westbury Garden Club Summer Flower Show Westbury Town Hall, Admission $2 Afternoon Tea $5
Saturday 14th Feb Liffey Market Liffey
Saturday 14th Feb, 8.30am - 12.30pm Deloraine Farmers Market AgriCorp Carpark, Deloraine
Saturday 14th Feb, 7:30pm Western Tiers Film Society “Cloudburst” Little Theatre, Deloraine
Sunday 15th Feb Deloraine Districts Pony Club One Day Event Deloraine Showgrounds
Thursday 19th Feb, 7.00pm Northern Hunt Club AGM Westbury Showgrounds
Saturday 21st Feb Rupertswood Farm Crop ‘Poppy’ Maze Open weekends. More info: rupertswoodfarm.com
Saturday 21st Feb Chudleigh Show Chudleigh Showground
Saturday 21st Feb Westbury Market Westbury
Sunday 22nd Feb Seed Savers Swap, Golden Valley Brenda Goddard: 6369 5538
Wednesday 25th Feb, 7.00pm Best Barista Competition Deloraine Deli. Bookings: 6362 2127
Saturday 28th Feb, 8.30am - 12.30pm Deloraine Farmers Market AgriCorp Carpark, Deloraine
Saturday  28th Feb, 12.00pm - 9.00pm A Day at the Creek Music Festival Mole Creek. Info: adayatthecreek.com
Saturday 28th Feb,  1.00pm Down by the Riverside Deloraine Jazz Club, $10
Saturday 7th March Showground Market Deloraine Deloraine Showgrounds
Friday 13th March, 2:30pm Westbury Cup Carrick Park Pacing Club
Saturday 14th March, 8.30am - 12.30pm Deloraine Farmers Market AgriCorp Carpark, Deloraine
Saturday 14th March, 9:30am  - 9.00pm Westbury Irish Festival Westbury Village Green, westburyirishfestival.com.au
Saturday 14th March Western Tiers Film Society “Calvary” Little Theatre, Deloraine
Friday 20th March ‘Welcome to Stringfest’ Dinner Deloraine RSL, Bookings Essential, Laura 0437 075 266 
Saturday 21st March 1:30pm - 4.00pm Garden Party and Fashion Parade Rawson House Deloraine, Bookings 6362 2829

Events Diary Planning an event? Then make sure everyone knows about it. Simply email the details to 
editor@meandervalleygazette.com - remember to plan in advance so you don’t miss out!

Left to Right: Ellis Shaw, Mayor Craig Perkins; Nick Weare of 
Deloraine Stringfest Tasmania, and Kim Brundle-Lawrence

Reduce your Energy Bill

Location Address Date Time
Westbury Council Offices 26 Lyall St Westbury Monday, 2 March 7-8:30 pm

Deloraine Community Complex 5 Alveston Dr Deloraine Tuesday, 3 March 1-2:30 pm

Deloraine Visitor Centre 98 Emu Bay Rd Deloraine Tuesday, 3 March 7-8:30 pm

Chudleigh Memorial Hall 54 Sorell St Chudleigh Saturday, 7 March 1-2:30 pm

Mole Creek Memorial Hall Caveside Rd Mole Creek Tuesday, 10 March 7-8:30 pm

Bracknell Memorial Hall Louisa St Bracknell Thursday, 12 March 7-8:30 pm

Meander Memorial Hall Meander Rd Meander Monday, 16 March 7-8:30 pm

Hadspen Memorial Centre Clare St Hadspen Tuesday, 17 March 7-8:30 pm

COUNCIL IS holding a 
number of energy efficien-
cy workshops across the  
municipality in March.

The workshops titled Save 
Energy, Save Money, Improve 
Comfort will be run by  
energy auditors, Harkness 
Consulting Services, who 
advised Council on recent 
energy efficiency upgrades  
at three Council-owned 
buildings.

Meander Valley residents 
are already benefitting from 
$226,000 of energy efficien-
cy upgrades at the Great 
Western Tiers Visitor Centre, 
Deloraine Community Com-
plex and Council Offices in 
Westbury thanks in part to 
funding received from the 
Australian Government. 

‘Not only are we seeing 
a significant reduction in  
energy use at our buildings, 
visitors and staff are benefit-
ting from more comfortable 

conditions,’ Mayor Perkins 
said.

Council is constantly  
looking for ways to become 
more efficient and reduce 
costs to ensure that its  
buildings are sustaina-
ble and affordable. The 
upgrades have so far reduced  
energy use over the 6 months 
to December 2014 by 25% 
overall, and as much as 41% 
at the Community Complex, 
as compared to 2013. 

‘It is really clear that you 
can make a difference to your 
energy use through chang-
es to lighting, insulation, 
draft proofing, hot water and  
other simple measures. 
We’ve learned some valuable 
lessons during this process 
and we are excited to be able 
to share those with our com-
munity,’ said Mayor Perkins.

The workshops will outline 
simple measures that could 
help local residents save 

$200-$300 per year on home 
energy bills. 

Bookings are not  
required. Tea and coffee will  
be provided at the end of  

each workshop.
To find out more about 
the workshops or the pro-
ject, contact Craig Plaisted,  
Project Officer for Meander 

Valley Council on 6393 5324 
or email craig.plaisted@
mvc.tas.gov.au. 
Article submitted by 
Meander Valley Council

OUTSTANDING contribu-
tors recognised at Council’s 
Australia Day celebrations.
 

Mrs Kim Brundle- 
Lawrence of Carrick, was 
named Citizen of the  
year at Meander Valley  
Council’s annual Australia  
Day celebration.

Mrs Brundle-Law-
rence was recognised for  
her outstanding contribu-
tion to the Meander Valley  
community through her  
voluntary work with organi-
sations such as the Carrick Fire  
Brigade, and the Red Cross. 
Of particular note was her 
voluntary work in the Tasma-
nian Emergency Services. 

Her dedication led 

her to be one of only 4  
interstate volunteers brought 
in to assist during the Black 
Saturday fires in Victoria.

Oher awards presented 
included: Community Event 
of the year - awarded to first-
time event, Deloraine String-
fest Tasmania; and the Sports 
award - awarded to Mr Ellis 
Shaw, of Whitemore, in  
recognition of his outstand-
ing involvement with many 
of Meander Valley’s sporting 
clubs over many decades.

On behalf of the Coun-
cil, Mayor Craig Perkins also 
thanked the many volunteers 
who tirelessly volunteer their 
time throughout Meander 
Valley.

‘Volunteering is an integral 

part of any community,’ said 
Mayor Perkins.

Volunteers who contribut-
ed either 1000 or 3000 hours 
or exceptional service to our 
community were recognised.

‘To put those hours into 
perspective it would take 
someone 3 years volunteer-
ing 2 hours a day, 3 days  
a week to complete  
1000 hours and 9 years to 
complete 3000 hours! 

What an amazing job our 
volunteers do’, said Mayor 
Perkins.’

A ceremony was also  
held to welcome six new 
Australian citizens.

Article submitted by 
 Meander Valley Council
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COMMUNITY FUNDING 
Forum is on again for 2015.

Each year the Deloraine & 
Districts Community Bank® 
Branch conducts a Commu-
nity Grants Program.  

Under the Community 
Bank® model, the Branch 
supports the community by 
allocating funding from its 
company profits to eligible 
groups and organisations.

The 2015 program will be 
launched at a Community 
Funding Forum at 6.00pm on 
Wednesday 18th February at  
the Deloraine Community 
Complex, Alveston Drive, 
Deloraine.  

Representatives of com-
munity groups and charita-
ble organisations are invited 
to attend, to discover what 
defines an eligible charitable 
project, the role played by 
project partners and how to 
complete an application.

“Projects may be large 
or small, and carried out in  
collaboration with oth-
er groups or organisations  
at any level,” says Lynn  

Bounties from Bendigo It’s Tucker Time at Chudleigh!
A BREAKFAST at Chudleigh Memorial Hall 
on Australia Day. People from as far away as 
Launceston, made up the crowd of more than  
350 attendees.  

Their bellies were filled from a vast  
selection of fast breaking delights such 

as sausages, scrambled eggs, fried eggs,  
kedgeree, mexican eggs, potato patties,  
bacon, cereal, fruit, pastries, toast, tea, 
coffee with champagne or orange juice on  
arrival. The weather was beautiful and the  
company even better.

Hayward, Chairperson of 
Meander Valley Financial  
Services Ltd, the local-
ly-owned company which 
operates the Community 
Bank®.  

To date MVFSL has 
returned over $700,000 to 
the Meander Valley commu-
nity.  Grant recipients in 2014 
included the Bracknell Com-
munity Gym, Deloraine Rota-
ry Club, Meander Valley U3A, 
Westbury Agricultural Socie-
ty, Western Tiers Film Society 
and Mole Creek Caving Club.

Grants are administered 
by the Community Enter-
prise Foundation™ which 
is the philanthropic arm of 
the Bendigo and Adelaide 
Bank.  On-line applications 
will open on Wednesday 4th 
March and close on Wednes-
day 1st April 2015.

More information about 
the Community Enterprise 
Foundation™ and grant 
applications can be found at 
http://www.bendigobank.
com.au/foundation/about-
us/index.asp.

Top Left: some of the master chefs; L-R: Neon Ritchie, Dennis Crowden, Belinda Motton,  
Paul Ager. Top Right: Gerrard Gelston from Dunorlan gets into the spirit of the day. Bottom; L-R: 
Harry Grainger, Carole, Helen and John Tracey, and Mavis Granger all of Deloraine.

Photos by Mike Moores
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THE SEVENTH ‘A Day At 
the Creek’ music festival will 
be held in the grounds of the 
Mole Creek Hotel, Saturday 
February 28th from 12 noon 
until 9pm.

Headlining the day will be 
Tassie’s own Wolfe Broth-
ers, returning again after  
their last year’s enormous 
reception.

Mole Creek Hotel  
Proprietors and music  
promoters, Doug & Ramona 
Westbrook are getting real-
ly excited about this year’s  
festival, which appeals to 
all ages, has a beautiful set-
ting, and is positioned on the  
calendar when few other 
major events are on.

The band line up will be:
Headlining band - the 

Wolfe Brothers - they have 
taken Australia by storm.

Boil Up – a Hobart-based 
big band with a Polynesian 
Reggae flavour to their music.

Motor Road – from 
Launceston. Another big 
band sound with a Country 
Rock influence.

The Firm  – an origi-
nal ADATC No.1 favourite! 
Hobart-based with years 

of Pub band experience -  
legends all.

Stretch Kerwin - from 
Brisbane & part of the  
Foster Bros line-up. Sings 
with Jon English & Peter  
Cupples. Another music  
legend.

Big Dave Hawkins - from 
Cressy. Sang at Tamworth 
and won a few awards.  
Awesome local Country Rock 
singer.

Kelvin Youd & Greame 
– former members of the 
Urban Outlaws. These two 
great performers have ways 
and means to get you up and 
dancing.

3 Legged Dog – one of  
the original ADATC line-up. 
They sing their own songs 
plus covers, with a slightly 
heavy sound.

The music will start on  
Friday evening with a warm 
Jam for some of the band 
members out the back beer 
garden and then again on 
Sunday with a Big BBQ and 
a warming-down for the 
bands.

There will be plenty of food 
and drink stalls available, 
a Jumping Castle and Face 

Painting for the little kids and 
some BIG kids too.

STRICTLY NO BYO 
ALCOHOL

TICKETS available online 
at www.adayatthecreek.com 
or from the Mole Creek Hotel 
ph: 6363 1102.

Prices: Pre-sale $40.00  u/15 
Free.

   On Day $45.00 u/15 free.
Camping available. Plenty 

of close parking.
Bus Transport: pick-ups 

from Ulverstone, Devonport , 
Latrobe, Railton, Sheffield.

Phone Brett’s Coach Ser-
vices – mobile: 0418 369 291

North Tasmania pick-
ups: Longford, Launceston,  
Hagley, Carrick, Westbury, 
Deloraine. Phone Jack’s 
Coach Services - mobile: 
0408 131 304.

All bus prices will be $20 
return. For more info call 
Mole Creek Hotel 6363 1102 
or www.adayatthecreek.com

A DAY AT THE CREEK
With the Wolfe Brothers

Music Fans enjoy the relaxed atmosphere of A Day at the Creek, Mole Creek.

ADVERTORIAL

Bike Mechanic Nolan Fox with Daniel Berryman (14) 

Junior Mechanics Make Better Bicycles

WHO IS the best barista in 
the Meander Valley?

A Best Barista competi-
tion has been organised to 
find out who can lay claim to  
the title.

The competition is aimed 
at making Deloraine and  
districts a “serious coffee 
destination” for tourists and 
locals alike, as well as a way  
to reward the best  
coffee makers.

Tim Jarosz and Stu Grant 
of Ritual Coffee will judge 
local baristas on their  
expertise in making one 
cappuccino and one latte.  
Appearance, taste, technical 
skills and understanding of 
coffee will all being taken into 
account.

The Quest for the 
Best Barista in 

Meander Valley

NATE AUSTEN from  
Westbury Community Health 
Centre has equipped and 
stocked a bicycle recycling 
workshop (in an old shipping 
container) using funds from 
Medicare Local’s What’s your 
Big Idea? Program for Primary 
Health.

The project is called 
Resource Cycles.

Nate has gathered a team of 
bicycle mechanics, volunteers 
and enthusiastic young peo-
ple recruited through school  

holiday programs and an 
in-school bike repair project.

Four Bike Mechanic  
sessions were held as part of 
the Meander Valley Coun-
cil School Holiday Program,  
that tested the workshop to 
the limit. 

Tutors were kept busy, 
bikes maintained, pulled to 
pieces to make new projects 
and bikes restored ready for 
resale to help fund the project.

 ‘The project is crank-
ing. We have been  

inundated with bikes  
through donations and 
are slowly working 
through them to repair or 
restore them for possible  
purchase within the  
community,’ he says.

Resource Cycles hopes 
to build on the success of  
establishing the bicycle  
workshop, by getting more 
people involved, more 
schools involved and being 
innovative with the bikes 
that are possibly beyond their 
use-by-date. One communi-
ty group has sourced some 
parts to build a rickshaw. 

‘We hope to truly build the 
workshop into a community 
resource that can support the 
engagement and mentoring 
of young people, the supply 
of recycled bicycles, the trans-
formation of metal waste and 
generally a hub for tinkerers 
of all kind,’ comments Nate.

Currently the workshop 
lives in Deloraine, but as soon 
as funds allow, will be trucked 
to Mole Creek or Prospect 
Vale to hold Bike mechanics 
sessions in those areas.

Look out for them at  
the Deloraine Showground 
Market in the near future.

If you would like to get 
involved or have some spare 
storage space you could offer 
the project, contact Nate  
Austen 6701 2156 or email 
nathan.austen@dhhs.tas.
gov.au

The best barista will 
receive a prize of $350 and 
the runner-up a prize of $150, 
both provided by the Rotary 
Club of Deloraine.

The competition will take 
place at 7.00 pm on Wednes-
day 25th February at the 
Deloraine Deli.

Friends and family of 
the competing baristas are 
encouraged to come along 
to the event.  The Deli will 
be putting on a special  
pasta meal and glass of wine 
for $30.

To book for yourself or a 
table, call Barb or Grant at 
the Deli on 6362 2127.  Please 
RSVP by 18th February.

For barista entry and enquir-
ies, ring Tim on 0428 237 078.
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Computer Operating Systems
By Alistair Carr

DON’T MISS the Ride – your 
free online directory is tak-
ing off!
Mayor Craig Perkins 
launched Council’s new on-
line community directory 
www.meandervalleycom-
munitydirectory.com.au 
at Council’s Australia Day 
Awards celebration.
‘The Meander Valley Com-
munity Directory is a free 
website for every group, 
large or small. It will be the 
‘go-to’ place for all things 
community,’ said 
Mayor Perkins.
Registering allows 
groups or servic-
es to create and 
maintain a per-
sonalised home-
page. There are 
options to upload 
photos, informa-
tion and contact 
details, including 
a map and links to 
a website, social 
media pages and 
videos too.
There’s also a cen-
tral calendar so 
people can easily 
see the details  of 
upcoming activi-
ties and events.
Benefits also in-
clude a resource 

sharing network where 
groups can offer equipment 
and skills for loan, hire or 
sale.
The Community Directory 
is a Meander Valley Council 
initiative in partnership with 
Meander Valley Online and 
supported by foundation 
sponsors, Deloraine & Dis 
tricts Community Bank and 
Medicare Local Tasmania.

Article submitted by Meander 
Valley Council

Don’t Miss the Ride!

Grant Ward of Deloraine Deli contemplates a muffin recipe for a 
possible entry in the Mens Muffin Baking Competition 

Real Men Make Muffins
THE CHUDLEIGH Show is 
on 21st Feb at the Chudle-
igh Showgrounds. One of 
the attractions is the Mens  
Muffin Making Competition

This is from their web-
site: “Every year some of our 
more domesticated men 
participate in the Chudleigh 
Show Men’s Muffin Baking 
competition.  Our esteemed 
former president, John 
Dare, has managed to win 
many of the competitions. 
Many believe his success is 
due to ‘creative persuasion 
($$)’!   Well, last year, despite 

John’s best efforts at persuad-
ing the judges, the Bennett  
family walked away with the 
top prizes.

Now, apparently, there are 
rules that apply to this com-
petition:
• You must be a man
• You must cook the muf-

fins yourself
• You must cook the muf-

fins on the night prior to 
the show

• Training is legal, howev-
er, considered sissy

And then there are the 
‘deal clinchers’ (also consid-

ered sissy ... but apparently 
the ladies reckon these help):
• Put them in one of those 

paper cup thingies...?
• Make them look ‘shiny’ 

( t i p : p o l i s h / v a r n i s h 
 doesn’t work!)

• Stick something out the 
top which indicates the 
theme of the muffin (e.g. 
blueberry, cinnamon, 
‘Unsafe for Human Con-
sumption’ sign).

So there you have it, a com-
petition for ‘blokes’ who can 
plan ahead, practice, cook, 
know what a ‘theme’ means 
... yeah right!!”

(Reprinted with kind permission 
from Chudleigh Show Committee. For 
more info visit chudleighshow.com.au)

A BRIEF description
The operating system is 

software that is installed to 
a computer, mobile phone, 
tablet or other device that 
manages how the hardware 
of the device works, how 
other software interacts with 
that hardware and allows 
some sort of user interaction 
or input. 
Windows 

This is the operating sys-
tem that most people will be 
familiar with and has gone 
through numerous changes 
since Windows MS-DOS was 
introduced in 1981. Today, 
Windows 8.1 is the current 
version, although a lot of 
people are still using Win-
dows 7 and Windows XP. 

Please note, Microsoft 
Office is not an operating 
system. Windows is by far 
the most dominant operat-
ing system in use on personal 
computers and notebooks.

Windows 10 is in late stage 
development  (Microsoft 
have skipped 9 for some rea-
son) and Microsoft are aim-
ing for a late 2015 release. 
Windows Mobile

A branch or derivative 
of the Windows operating 
system designed for mobile 
smart phones and pocket PCs

MAC OS
This is an operating system 

developed by Apple Inc. for 
use on their MAC PCs and 
Notebooks and whilst it looks 
similar to the Windows oper-
ating system, underneath it is 
very different. There are also 
some differences in how the 
user interface works (the bit 
you see and click on) which 
can catch the new user out. 

Windows software will not 
work on MAC OS and vice 
versa without doing some 
tricky things with other soft-
ware. Current version is OS X 
10.10 Yosemite although a lot 
of people have stuck with OS 
X 10.9 Mavericks and earlier.

On a side note, the name 
Macintosh is a variety of 
apple. Hence Apple (the  
company) and Macintosh 
(the computer).
IOS

This is Apple Inc’s operat-
ing system for their range of 
iPhones, iPads, iPad minis 
and iPod touch.
Linux

This is an operating system 
developed by some comput-
ing enthusiasts (most nota-
bly Linus Torvalds) and is 
released under various open 
source and general pub-
lic licenses. This operating  
system can be had for free. 

There are hundreds, if not 
thousands, of different Linux 
versions out there (gener-
ally called distros, short for 
distributions) which will run 
on a bewildering variety of 
hardware - everything from  
full PCs to smart TVs, car  
engine management systems, 
mobile phones etc. You name 
it someone has probably tried 
to get Linux to run on it. Big-
gest drawback for the aver-
age users is protected media 
playback (commercial DVDs 
and Blu Ray disks) can be 
problematic, to say the least.
Android

This operating system is 
based on Linux and was spe-
cifically designed to work on 
touch screens and mobile 
devices and is the most wide-
ly used mobile OS world wide. 
Google acquired Android Inc. 
on 17th August 2005 which 
allowed for much accelerated 
development of the operating 
system.

If you have ever heard 
the term Android Phone or 
Android tablet then this is 
what the Android part is 
referring to.

Finally, if any readers would 
like me to try and cover spe-
cific computing topics please 
email the editor and they will 
let me know.
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Growling Grass Frogs
By Sarah LLoyd

By Nell Carr

THE LARGEST and most 
conspicuous frog in 
Tasmania is the green and 
gold frog; sadly, it is now one 
of the rarest. 

Green and gold frogs 
used to be very common in  
northern Tasmania where 
hundreds could be observed 
in drainage ditches or cross-
ing roads and backyard lawns 
on rainy nights. In the 1970s 
professional collectors could 
find over 100 frogs per night 
by spotlighting, and being a 
large frog, they made ideal  
dissection specimens in 
schools and universities.

Nowadays, these beau-
tiful animals are few and 
far between. They are only  
occasionally seen in areas 
where they were once com-
mon and have disappeared 
entirely from some areas. 

One of their ‘hotspots’ 
is the Westbury/Deloraine 
area where, on warm sunny 
days, they bask on floating 
vegetation on dams and oth-
er waterways, occasionally 
uttering their characteristic 
growl.

Like most animals, green 

and gold frogs require several 
different habitats during their 
lives. They use a network of 
well-vegetated ponds and 
drainage lines for foraging 
and sheltering, and they  
prefer large periodically  
inundated wetlands with are-
as of deep water for breeding. 

Habitat destruction is the 
main reason for their decline. 
Suitable wetland sites have 
been drained, filled in or 
changed into permanent 
water bodies; drains and 
ponds surrounding these 
areas have been ‘cleaned up’ 
or otherwise altered. Messy 
overgrown drains and pad-
docks that flood after a  
few days of heavy rain  
are important but fast  
disappearing habitats. 

The green and gold frog is 
sometimes called the ‘growl-
ing grass frogs’. This is a 
very appropriate name given 
its habit of hopping across 
lawns and other grassy are-
as, especially on rainy nights 
and its growling mating  
call described as ‘a low  
modulated growl followed by 
several short grunts – craw–
aw–aw–aw–aw … crock…
crock …crock.’

Working with Weeds
WHOEVER FIRST used the 
word “weedy” to describe a 
person of small stature was 
obviously not familiar with 
the annual weeds that shoot 
up in our vegetable plots after 
summer rains. 

An hour or two spent on 
hands and knees digging 
them out between the rows, 
has been a regular chore 
this summer. Chickweed,  
mallow,  and speedwell are 
quite easy to remove before 
they run to seed but oth-
ers such as oxalis and clover  
present more difficulties 
because of their methods 
of propagation. Oxalis in 
small scattered populations 
can be carefully dug out,  
making sure that all of the 
tiny bulblets plus the sur-
rounding soil are dumped  
in landfill.  

Extensive infestations 
are more of a problem, as  
glyphosate-based weedicides  
burn off the tops, but leave 
the bulbs untouched. Turn-
ing large infested areas into 
lawn is one solution, con-
stant mowing and competi-
tion from grass roots keep it 
under control, however, once 
the lawn is dug up for vege-
tables, the oxalis re-emerges.

Perennials such as twitch 
grass and clover, because their 

rooting stems spread under-
ground or along the sur-
face, present much more of 
a problem. Weedicides only 
remove them temporarily, 
but they can be banished for 
a season by spreading card-
board, soaked to keep it in 
place and covered with thick 
chunks of straw. Pea straw is 
now available in small square 
bales for $6 each from farms 
in the Meander Valley. Barley 
straw will be available after 
harvest in March/April.

Potatoes
The days are long past 

when an army of lowly paid 
farm workers moved up 
between the rows hoeing the 
weeds in potato crops.

Commercial crops on 
broadacre farms are plant-
ed very close together now-
adays to suppress weed 
growth. They are left in the 
ground until the tops die off 
completely. Any of the tall-
er weeds such as milk this-
tle which have managed to 
penetrate the leaf cover are 
then “burnt” off to facilitate 
harvesting. However this 
“cheek by jowl” method has 
its own drawbacks, as mil-
dew becomes a problem, and 
the crops have to be regularly 
sprayed with fungicide after 
each irrigation.

A ST PATRICK’S Day Festival 
has been held in Westbury 
since the early 19th Centu-
ry. This year the festival is  
undergoing a name change.
 From now on it will be 
known as the Westbury Irish 
Festival.

The name change is part of 
rebranding the festival. The 
name has been made shorter 
to be less confusing.

The Festival will be held on 
Saturday 14th March on the 

Village Green in Westbury.
A program packed with 

music and dance is planned. 
Starting at 9:30 am there will 
be a line-up of acts for both 
the music and the dance 
stage. The bands will include 
The Go Set, Ball & Chain and 
Mustang Sally.

For the children, some free 
stuff such as face-painting, a 
bouncy castle, and a games 
zone will be on offer.

Beer, food and drink stalls 

It’s good to be Irich Irhish Irish

SUNDAY 22ND FEB 2015 
at 2pm. All are welcome 
to the first Deloraine and 
surroundings swap. 13563 
Highland Lakes Rd Golden 
Valley. For more information 
please call 6369 5538.

DELORAINE JAZZ Club 
will be   ‘down by the river-
side’ on Saturday Feb 28th 
from 1pm. The Big Band will  
play some old favourites 
and a slew of new ones too!  
 Only $10 per person.

RUMOUR HAS it that  
Premier Will Hodgman  
is visiting Deloraine on  
11th February for the  
official opening of String-
fest 2015. Any chance he will  
give us a song?

Seed Swap Pssst!Jazz it Up

will be there on the day, too.
This year the festival will 

be fully fenced off and have 
gated entrances.

Early bird discounted 
tickets are on sale until the 
7th March and then normal 
online discounted tickets will 
be on sale until and including 
the day.

For more information 
about the festival, please  
visit www.westburyirish 
festival.com.au
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Caring for Your Canine
 Story and Picture by Jan Collett

“Kiss me Kate” in the lap of luxury modelling her canine seatbelt

WE OFTEN need to take our 
dogs somewhere in the car, 
whether to the vet, to attend 
training or just for fun. 

When transporting 
dogs, canine car safety is  
paramount because a dog 
loose in the car can become 
a deadly missile in the event 
of a crash, and injure itself,  
passengers or the driver.

The Dog Control Act 2000 
states, “The owner or per-
son in charge of a dog must 
restrict the dog sufficiently 
while it is in or on a vehicle  
so that it is unable to leave 
the vehicle...”

Dog Control Regulations 
make “Failing to restrict dog 
in or on vehicle” an offence 
with penalties.

Unrestrained dogs can also 
cause distractions for the 
driver, especially if they are in 
the front seat.

When transporting your 
dog inside a car, confine it to 
the back seat and secure it 
with a lead to a sturdy anchor 
point. 

The lead should be a length 
that allows the dog to sit and 
lie down comfortably but not 
reach out a window or climb 
over the seat.

A common method is to 

use a travel harness. These 
harnesses typically come 
with an attachment that  
fastens to the seat belt 
by either clicking into the  
fastener or sliding along the 
seat belt webbing.

Make sure to get a harness 
the right size for your dog and 
adjust it to be tight enough so 
the dog does not slip out but 
not so tight as to cut off the 
dog’s breathing.  

Most pet shop assis-
tants should be able to help  
you determine the right har-
ness for your dog’s breed and 
size and even help you fit  
it properly.

A harness is generally  
safer than attaching a lead 
to the dog’s collar as this 
could strangle the dog or 
injure its neck or spine in the  
event of an abrupt stop or  
other sudden movement of 
the vehicle.

If you drive a wagon or 
SUV, locating the dog in the 
back and using a secured 
crate or installing a cargo/pet 
barrier is ideal, to prevent the 
dog from flying forward in 
the event of a sudden stop. 

All dogs travelling in the 
back of a ute or other open 
vehicle must be secured in a 

manner that does not allow 
them to reach over the sides 
of the tray/tub. The safest 
way would be securing them 
to a point against the cab and 
centred between the sides, 
using a lead with a length 
that does not allow the dog 
to reach the sides. The dog 
must be able to stand, sit or 
lie down comfortably.

Using a restraint that per-
mits a dog to be strangled or 
otherwise injured, if it should 
fall in or from a vehicle, may 
be an offence under the  
Animal Welfare Act 1993 and 
result in a hefty fine or even 
imprisonment. Attaching the 
lead to a harness rather than 
the dog’s collar, would help 
minimise the risk of injury to 
your dog.

Make sure other things 
you pack in/on the vehicle 
cannot fall or slide into the 
dog and cause injury.

And, one last thing, 
no matter how small or 
cute your dog or puppy is,  
never drive with your dog in 
your lap!

This column provides gener-
al information and suggestions 
only and should not be relied 
on solely in lieu of professional 
advice or consultation.
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Shadowy ‘Swamp Juice’

Watercolour artist, Steve Howells

Watercolours Delight
By Sara Fawcett

Welcome to Stringfest Dinner

DELORAINE APPEARS to 
have quite a diverse range of                                                                                
creativity, particularly when 
it comes to painting.

One of these sources of 
creativity is Steve Howells,  
a watercolour artist. 

Steve grew up in Victoria 
where he gained much skill 
in bushwalking and bush-
craft and a love of the Aus-
tralian bush.

As well as capturing this 
love of the bush in his work, 
Steve aims to capture a joy  
of life.

“I enjoy watching people 
walk into my studio, look 
at a painting and then just 
smile with pleasure at what 
they see; when that happens 
I know that I have succeeded 
in getting the joy of life into 
the painting,” Steve said.

However, the bush 
isn’t Steve’s only subject.   
Steve also does landscapes,  
seascapes and urban street-
scapes in both traditional and 
contemporary styles.

Steve has studio and online 
galleries that display these two 

different categories of works.
“As the name implies, my 

traditional gallery contains 
traditional style watercol-
our renderings of landscapes 
and seascapes, often done in 
soft, ethereal tones that seek 
to invoke the atmosphere or 
mood of the scene depicted,” 
Steve said.  

“My contempo-
rary gallery contains  
paintings often of urban 
streetscapes, both big cit-
ies and small villages and 
also landscapes that I have  
rendered in bright  
colours with perhaps slightly  
exaggerated perspectives,”  
he finished.

Steve’s paintings are 
framed by Robyn Weare,  
a friend and fellow  
Deloraine artist.

She operates her own  
picture framing business 
and gallery in Deloraine, The 
Weare Gallery and Framers.

“She is a fine artist in her 
own right,” Steve said.

When asked about Steve 
and his work, Robyn said she 
believes he is putting togeth-
er an important portfolio 

documenting the homes and 
landscapes of this region.

“His unique and  
accomplished style is refresh-
ing, even playful at times, 
and captures very well  
the essence of scenes and 
structures familiar to us all,” 
she said.

Steve’s collection of works 
can be viewed at www.
u n i q u e l y d e l o ra i n e . c o m  
or people are welcome to 
stop into Deloraine Creative 
Studios on Emu Bay Road.

MEANDER VALLEY Din-
ing Experience is organising  
a “Welcome to Stringfest 
2015 Dinner” to be held on 
Friday, March 20th at the 
Deloraine RSL.  

Just a few days after  
St. Patrick’s Day, the theme 
will be Irish.  Using locally 
sourced produce, a tradition-
al Irish meal will be served.

The chef for the event will 
be Bob Hedger.  There will be 

something to please every-
one. The menu can be gluten 
free and dairy free.

Three course dinner and 
entertainment will cost  
$45 per person.  Bookings are 
essential, book early (before 
13th March) and receive a 
$5.00 discount. 

For further information 
and bookings, call Laura 
on 0437 075 266 or email  
laurawindow@live.com.au

SWAMP JUICE is a shadow 
puppet performance from 
acclaimed Canadian born 
performer, Jeff Achtem.

 Using bits of rubbish and 
household items, Jeff creates 
stories in shadow puppetry.

All of the puppetry is per-
formed in front of the screen, 
so the audience gets a peek at 
how each silhouette is made.

Swamp Juice is a simple 
story, told with no dialogue 
or text. 

A man explores a swamp, 
interacting with the charac-
ters that he finds.

Swamp Juice is a play-
ful and immersive puppet  
experience suitable for  

all ages.
Warning: Swamp Juice 

may frighten young children. 
Recommended for ages 7+.

The performance is 
brought to you by Arts  
Deloraine in conjunction 
with Regional Arts Victoria 
and Tasmanian International 
Arts Festival 2015.

Swamp Juice can be seen  
at the Little Theatre,  
Deloraine on Saturday 28th 
March at 7.30pm.

Tickets are available from 
Elemental Artspace, 3 Emu 
Bay Rd, Deloraine.

Adults $25, Arts Del/Conc 
$20, Children $10, Family (2 
adults, 2 children) $55
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Valleyviews
Mayor’s Message
Australia Day 2015
I would like to congratulate all the recipients of Council’s Australia Day and Volunteer Recognition Awards for 2015.

The Citizen of the Year Award was awarded to Kim Brundle-Lawrence of Carrick for her outstanding voluntary work 
with organisations such as the Carrick Fire Brigade, Australian Red Cross, and the Tasmanian Emergency Services.

The Community Event of the Year Award went to Deloraine Stringfest Tasmania and the Sports Award to Mr Ellis 
Shaw of Whitemore in recognition of his outstanding involvement with sporting clubs over many decades.

I would like to acknowledge the efforts of all the volunteers who received certificates for 1000 and 3000 hours and 
plaques for exceptional service to their communities.

I would also like to thank Megan Deeth for performing the National Anthem, Rino Morea for excellent 
entertainment and Councillor White for hosting the event so well.

Thanks, as always, to Country Club Tasmania for their ongoing support, and to Council staff too for coordinating such 
a wonderful event.

Other successful Australia Day events held around Meander Valley included the Rotary Club of Westbury’s 
Community Breakfast held at the Westbury RSL Club, the South Esk Lions Club’s Family Fun Day at Hadspen, the 
annual Harveydale Rodeo, and the Community Breakfast held at the Chudleigh Hall.

Mayor Craig Perkins

Council Updates
Public Art Advisory Group
Are you interested in being part of an advisory group to 
help Council manage public art in Meander Valley?
Council recently created a policy to help manage its 
public art. This policy supports establishing a Public Art 
Advisory Group. The aim of this Group is to help Council 
promote, commission, decommission, and maintain its 
public art. Members may be from the arts, business, 
education or community sectors. Artistic skills are not 
essential. The Group will meet every three months 
beginning in early February 2015. All members will be 
volunteers.
For information please contact patrick.gambles@mvc.
tas.gov.au or 6393 5300 / 0418 507 113.

The Aquaphonium at the Great Western Tiers Visitor 
Centre is one of the public art works Council maintains.

Future plans for Prospect Vale and 
Blackstone Heights
The final Prospect Vale Blackstone Heights Structure 
Plan is now available on Council’s website or can be 
viewed as a printed copy at Council’s Offices, 
26 Lyall St, Westbury. 
The Plan is an important document that will guide 
Council’s investment to improve the amenity and 
functionality of the area. The next steps towards 
achieving the strategic vision are to:
1. Review the actions within the Plan; and
2. Identify priorities to be implemented.
Thank you to everyone who provided valuable input to 
the project. Please feel free to contact Craig Plaisted, 
Project Officer on 6393 5324 or email craig.plaisted@
mvc.tas.gov.au if you have any questions or comments 
relating to the Structure Plan.

Community News
Your FREE online directory is taking off.
Don’t miss the ride!
The Meander Valley Community Directory is a free web-
site for every group large or small.
Registering allows groups or services to create and 
maintain a personalised homepage. There are options 
to upload photos, information and contact details, 
including a map and links to a website, social media 
pages and videos too.
There’s also a central calendar so people can easily see 
the details of upcoming activities and events and a 
resource sharing network where groups can offer equip-
ment and skills for loan, hire or sale.
Register now at...
www.meandervalleycommunitydirectory.com.au or 
phone 6362 3537 for help. 
The Community Directory is a Meander Valley Council 
initiative in partnership with Meander Valley Online and 
supported by foundation sponsors, Deloraine & Districts 
Community Bank and Medicare Local Tasmania.

Community Funding Forum
Wednesday, 18 February 2015, 6pm 
Deloraine Community Complex, Alveston Drive
The Deloraine & Districts Community Funding program 
supports projects in Meander Valley. Charitable and 
Not-for-Profit organisations can apply for funding for 
projects and activities that offer clear public benefit, 
such as enhancing community welfare, environment, 
health, education and culture. 
The Forum will provide organisations with information 
on the eligibility of potential projects and on the ap-
plication process. RSVP on 6362 4801.

Apply for a Council Community Grant Now!
Did you know that applications to Meander Valley 
Council‘s Community Grants Program are invited all year 
round? Grants up to $3,000 are available to commu-
nity organisations for projects that address community 
needs. This might be a special event, through sport and 
recreation or community development. You can pick up 
a form and get more information from Council Offices, 
Westbury or visit Council’s website. Applications for the 
next round of grants need to be in by 31 March 2015.

Diary Dates
Tasmanian Truck Show 
15 February 2015
www.tasmaniantruckshow.com

Chudleigh Show 
21 February 2015
www.chudleighshow.com.au

Deloraine Stringfest Tasmania 
20 - 22 March 2015
www.stringfesttas.com

Markets
Westbury Market, St Andrews Church 
Third Saturday of every month, Saturday, 21 February
Farmers’ Market, Deloraine, Agricorp Car Park 
Fortnightly, Saturday 14 and 28 February
Deloraine Market, Showgrounds 
First Saturday of every month, Saturday, 7 March
Liffey Valley Market, The Old School 
Second Saturday of every month, Saturday, 14 March

Council Offices 8:30am-5:00pm
PO Box 102 
26 Lyall Street, Westbury

General Enquiries
Phone   6393 5300 
Fax    6393 1474 
Email   mail@mvc.tas.gov.au 
Web   www.meander.tas.gov.au

February 2015

Valley Views can be read at any time by visiting the website. Click on 
Community, Culture and Recreation and then Community News.

Connect with us



Meander Valley Gazette 12 February 2015 RURAL

The giant poppy maze at Rupertswood Farm in Hagley.     Aerial Photo by Martin Eadie Photography

Be very ‘amazed’ at farm in Hagley

Jambalaya Ryelands 
lamb is a proven favourite
Story by Joanne Eisemann, Photo by Mike Moores

Malcolm with newborn twin lambs

The design, in the form of 
a Crop Maze, has been devel-
oped as a tribute to the mem-
ory of those Australians who 
fought in World War I. 

The bespoke Poppy was 
designed by international 
Maze specialists, Mazescape, 
and will be open to the public 
in the form of an innovative 
Crop Maze venture.

The Poppy Crop Maze is 
the second such project for 
Mr Clark. In 2014, he success-
fully developed a Tasmanian 
Tiger (thylacine) Crop Maze 
and opened the innovative 
agri-tourism venture to the 
public, attracting more than 
2,000 visitors to his farm.

The Poppy Maze features 
two different designs, the 
poppy plant as the central 
maze and a leaf ‘mini-maze’ 
for younger visitors. The 
Maze attraction will also fea-
ture a Summer Garden, in 
which families are encour-
aged to forage for vegetables 
within the towering walls of 
the sorghum crop.

The Poppy Crop Maze is 
scheduled to open to the 
public from Saturday, 21 Feb-
ruary for four weekends only. 
However, as crop growth is 
dependent on specific weath-
er conditions, visitors are 
encouraged to confirm dates 

on the Rupertswood Farm 
website prior to their visit. 
The Crop Maze will also be 
available mid-week for pre-
booked group and school 
bookings only.

In developing this 
unique Tasmanian event, 
Rupertswood Farm Crop 
Maze gratefully acknowledg-
es the support of the Tasma-
nian Government through 
Events Tasmania.

For more information on 
the Rupertswood Farm Pop-
py Crop Maze, please visit 
the Rupertswood Farm web-
site (www.rupertswoodfarm.
com) or find them on Face-
book (‘Rupertswood Farm’).

For further information: 
contact Anna and Rowan 
Clark, “Rupertswood Farm”, 
PO Box 13, Hagley  TAS  7292.
M: 0403 075 766; E:  info@
rupertswoodfarm.com or 
visit www.rupertswoodfarm.
com

A GIANT POPPY has been discovered on 
a farm in Hagley, Tasmania. The poppy,  
an iconic feature of the rural Tasmanian  

landscape, has been etched into a five  
hectare crop of sorghum by local farmer, 
Rowan Clark.

Part of the Tasmania Tiger 
maze created in 2014   

JAMBALAYA RYELANDS 
Stud began almost seven 
years ago, not long after Julie 
and Malcolm Gully moved to 
Mole Creek.

Ryelands is a heritage 
breed of English Sheep  
traceable to the 12th Century. 
Currently there are no more 
than 600 breeding ewes in 
Australia.

A feature of the breed is 
their hard, dark, feet mak-
ing them highly suitable for 
the sometimes wet ground 
at Mole Creek. Known as the 
Wagyu of the sheep world 
they are also recognised 
for muscle marbling - fine 
threads of fat through the 
muscle, bringing extra fla-
vour to the meat.

Management practices 
differ a little from the main-
stream. They have been 
accredited as being clear of 
Johne’s and Brucellosis, so 
don’t need to be innoculat-
ed for those diseases. A tea- 
tree oil preparation is used 
as a guard against fly strike.  
Regular preparations are 
used for worm control and 
careful attention is paid to 
withholding periods, so that 
no chemicals are found in the 
meat when sold. 

As mentioned, Ryelands 
have hardy feet; so only one 
foot bath has been required 

in the time they have been 
growing into adult sheep.

When weaning, natural 
weaning is practiced. The 
ewe decides when she wants 
to wean her lamb. It is found 
that this practice is conducive 
to flock health and harmony. 

The sheep are culled to 
prevent in-breeding but Mal-
colm also selects for tem-
perament, good feet and the 
ability to produce twins. 

The farm’s lambing rate 
is over 180%, due partly to a 
small flock and the extra care 
they are able to give at lamb-
ing. And a high percentage  
of twin births is another  
feature the Ryelands breed is 
known for.

 “You learn as you go” says 
Julie. They started off by ask-
ing neighbours for advice 
and now are shocked to find 
neighbours asking them 
for advice! “Maybe that’s 
because we do things a bit 
differently,” suggests Julie.

Lambs were sold either as 
stud stock to other breed-
ers or through stock sales 
at Quoiba until Julie and  
Malcolm noticed that every-
one they fed their lamb to at 
dinner, said it was the best 
lamb they had ever tasted. 

The taste difference is 
attributed to meat marbling 
and low stress. The animals 

do not travel far and are not 
chased by a dog. “They are 
just happy sheep,” Julie said.

The farm now sells 
through the Deloraine Farm-
ers Market, and they turn off 
2 or 3 sheep every fortnight 
for sale at the market during 
the autumn and winter. 

Rather than sell via the 
saleyard auction price, 
Malcolm & Julie decid-
ed to take more control of 
where their sheep would be  
destined to travel to, and to 
minimise yard waiting time.

 Malcolm’s view is “when 

the sheep grow better you get 
a better price. It’s important 
to have good control over 
what happens to them.”

Jambalaya meat is killed 
and processed through 
Swifts at Quoiba. It is then 
sent direct to Bests Butcher 
in Deloraine for preparation, 
which includes smoking the 
lamb in Beechwood smoke.

 The meat is then  
cryovac-ed  into packag-
es of various sizes ready  
for sale. The meat goes  
through all the normal 
inspection processes.

According to Malcolm, the 
experience with selling at the 
market is quite different to 
selling at stock sales. 

“We get a little bit of value 
add and there’s fun in meet-
ing the public …. and when 
you are out there getting to 
meet people you share ideas.”

You can buy Jamba-
laya lamb from the Delo-
raine Farmers Market held  
Saturday’s once per  
fortnight in the Agricorp  
Carpark. Be early, as they  
are usually sold out  
by 10:30am.
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Good Food Company comes to the Valley
Story  Joanne Eisemann

Brooke and son Harry (2) enjoy their new shop space

By Sam Horsman,  
Business Principal, 
PJS Financial

Managing your credit card

AT THIS TIME of year many 
of us are just starting to  
receive our credit card state-
ments that have many of our 
Christmas purchases show-
ing on it and wondering how 
we are going to pay for it.

Credit is often considered 
negative; however, most 
of us need to use credit at 
some point in our lives – to  
purchase a home, buy a car 
or business.  

Not all credit is created 
equal and it’s important that 
you use credit, especially 
credit cards, wisely, to ensure 
that you won’t find yourself 
in debt beyond your means.

Credit cards essentially 
offer a high-interest loan for 
you to purchase just about 
any item you want within 
your credit limit, and there 
are some steps you can  
follow to make sure you don’t 
get into credit card debt. 

Understanding how credit  
cards work 

Credit cards offer consum-
ers the ability to convenient-
ly purchase items without  

paying for them immediate-
ly. This can definitely work 
in your benefit if you pay the 
card off monthly, because 
you are essentially using the 
bank’s money interest-free 
for up to a month (depending 
on the terms). You also get 
a variety of other benefits, 
which can include a record of 
all of your purchases, reward 
points, consumer protection, 
and convenience.

But, fail to pay off your 
entire balance in one month, 
and you’ll quickly notice the 
benefits fade away. 

Sometimes, if you carry 
a balance, your interest free 
period disappears and you’ll 
find yourself paying interest 
on your purchases starting 
on the day you make them. 
Interest compounds (i.e., 
you’ll pay interest on inter-
est owed) on credit cards, so 
before you know it, you could 
owe more interest than the 
original purchase. 
  
Exercising restraint when 
using credit cards  

To use credit cards 
wisely, only make  
purchases you can afford. 

You should have enough 
money in the bank to pay off 

the purchase when the bill 
becomes due. 

Tempting as it is to buy 
the things you want now,  
hoping that you’ll have 
enough money in the future 
to pay them off,  living on 
credit is an expensive, and 
uncertain, habit to get into. 

In fact, you may find that 
you’ve paid the bank more 
money in interest than the 
item actually cost!

In addition, to avoid late 
fees or interest fees, make 
sure you pay off the card well 
before the due date. 

Using your bank’s website  
to pay your bill will help 
ensure your payment is 
received on time.  

If you are 
unable to restrain from   
reckless spending or make 
payments on time, consider 
a debit card linked to your 
saving account. By doing 
this you’ll still have a record 
of your purchases but won’t 
pay interest or late fees  
and can only ever spend the 
money you have.

Although using credit can 
be useful, if not managed and 
used carefully, it can become 
a stressful burden which can 
often lead to bankruptcy. 
Disclaimer: This article is general in nature  
and should not be considered financial advice.

BROOKE AND Tim  
Bennett’s shop La Petite 
Boutique, A Grand Amour 
(Little Shop With Big Love) 
has been open in Emu Bay 
Road Deloraine for the past 
12 months and is current-
ly undergoing transforma-
tion to become The Good  
Food Company Café  
and Homewares.

Tim and Brooke are dairy 
farmers from Elizabeth Town 
who successfully ran a similar 
shop in Launceston, but then 
decided to create an online 
store (willowandmoore.com.
au) and move the physical 
shop to Deloraine where they 

saw a gap in the market. 
The Good Food  

Company Café and Home-
wares will open in the newly 
renovated shops next door 
(formerly Artifakt Gallery and 
the Bookshop).  

The building has been 
opened up to the rear with 
large windows revealing  
a view of the river and  
surrounding parklands. 

“We think there is a  
market for a different selec-
tion of food, so that is what 
we want to bring to the com-
munity and the customers 
that shop here. We think the 
more businesses that open in 
Deloraine the better it is, as 
it will bring more people out 

here, which is what we all 
want,” says Brooke

Tim and Brooke expect 
to employ ten people  
locally, as they are passion-
ate about employing local  
people and using Tasmanian 
produce. 

A mixture of shabby chic, 
vintage, and some provincial 
homewares, clothing by Elk, 
Holiday and Spencer Lacey, 
make up the range of home-
wares, gifts and clothes and 
shoes that will be available.

The menu on offer will be 
based around healthy food 
all made with fresh local pro-
duce: some Paleo style dishes, 
rice paper rolls, Californian 
rolls, fresh baguettes, toasted 

panini’s. There will also be a 
wood fired pizza along with a 
fresh juice and smoothie bar.

The café will serve Bruno 
Rossi coffee and be BYO until 
early April when it becomes 
licensed. 

Brooke’s family has been  
in hospitality for over 30 
years, so she understands  

the business. 
“We’ve got a good clien-

tele base in Launceston and 
I’m sure people will follow us 
here to check out what we 
are doing. If we offer them 
good service and good food 
they will keep coming back.”

Photo by Mike Moores
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sunrise 
trailers

trailers, trailer components 
& steel sales

Ricky 
Michelle  
sales@sunrisetrailers.com.au
www.sunrisetrailers.com.au

phone:

email:
web:

0409 052 761
0407 052 701

111 Emu Bay Road
Deloraine, Tasmania 7304

 

Jason Griffith 
Cabinet Making 

 

MOBILE: 0417 522 276 
A/H: (03) 6362 2972 

Top quality service  
Friendly advice  

 
The Building, Renovation, 

Kitchen, Bathroom & 
Plastering Specialist. 
25 years experience 
Reasonable Rates! 

 Driveways 
 Lawns 
 Paths 
 Paving 
 Concreting 
 Retaining Walls 
 Trenching 
 Drainage 
 Post Holes 
 Shed Sites 
 Log / Rock Grab 

 

 

 
Highland Constructions 

All Building work 
Renovations 

Kitchens & Bathrooms 
New Homes 

House Inspections 
 

Fully Accredited Builder 
Full Trade Qualification 

No Job too small 
 

 
 

 

Contact Jim 
0448 438 594 
A/H: 63 695 396 

  
Graham Automotive & 

Fabrication 

Welcoming Andrew Briggs to the Team 

All Mechanical Repairs & Servicing 

Metal Fabrication & Welding 

Approved Inspection  Station (AIS) 

 

Old Butter Factory 
155 Mole Creek Road, 
Deloraine 
Heath Graham 
Workshop: 63 622 955 
Mob: 0403 400 632 

Pick up the phone and speak to our friendly independent community newspaper team.  
They are only too happy to guide you through the process and take your booking. 

Advertising With Us Is As Easy As ...
Choose the type of advert that’s best for you: Display , Services Directory, Community Directory or Classifieds.

Have your Display or Services Directory advert professionally created by Deloraine Signs or your design agency.  
For a Classifieds advert simply phone us or fill out a form. Choose to add a Bold Headline for more impact! 

1
2

3
For Display & Service Directory ads phone 6286 8216 (leave a message, it will send an email). For Classified ads call 6286 8216.

CLASSIFIEDS & 
SERVICES DIRECTORY

       CLASSIFIED ADS

     SERVICES TO OFFER

ACCOUNTING & 
BOOKKEEPING

DELORAINE BEAN COUNTER 
Looking after all your Business 
Accounts, MYOB, Payroll and 
Training needs. Find out more: 
call Zsuzsanna on 0427 362 058. 
delorainebeancounter@gmail 
.com - Central office located 
at: Room 4, 62-64 Emu Bay Rd 
Deloraine TAS 7304.

ALLSORTS OF CRAFTS has all 
sorts of craft and craft supplies 
as well as a Stampin’ Up consult-
ant. Come and get your licorice 
allsort. Barbara at 42a Emu Bay 
Road, Deloraine.

DELORAINE HEALTH 
CLINIC

REGAIN good health now! 
Consultant Herbalist - H/Funds 
Manufacturer of herbal 
medicine/creams. Animals.  
Clinical nutritional advice.  
Body aches and pains. 
B o w e n / E m m e t t  
Therapies - Instructor/Practition-
er. Sandra Parker Ph: 0417 560 719.

HANDYMAN  
BOBCAT / SLASHING

GRASS slashing - big enough 
to slash small acreage & small 
enough to do residential blocks. 
Mulch small trees & scrub.  
Ride-on mowing, brushcut-
ting, rubbish removal & fencing.  
Bobcat with attachments  
& truck hire. Phone: Peter 
0419 999 601.

JACQUELINE STACEY:
specialising in muscle release 
work using Bowen, Emmett 
and Trigger Point therapies     
Ph: 6362 4335.

PIANO ACCORDION
OR PIANO LESSONS

BEGINNERS to any level. 
Qualified Experienced Teacher.
Bruce McNicol  0435 073 091.

EVENTS

DELORAINE FARMERS 
MARKET

SAT 14th and Sat 28th February 
8.30am – 12.30pm Agricorp 
Carpark, 2 Racecourse Drive 
Deloraine.  Come and support 
your local market.  From little 
things big things grow.

MV DINING EXPERIENCE
MARCH 20th Irish Dinner 
to welcome Stringfest.  Book 
at Elemental Artspace 3 Emu 
Bay Rd, Deloraine or 0437 075 266.

EVENTS continues in next  
column...

We have one of the largest
ranges of quality jewellery in

Tasmania.

We also stock an extensive range
of giftware for all occasions.

49a Emu Bay Road
DELORAINE

Phone: 6362 4001

Like us on Facebook

DELORAINE
JEWELLERS

covering all the Meander Valley

 



















 
 

 







 

Air conditioning 
Contact Sam  

0423 797 835 
For all your Air conditioning 

needs 

Heat Pump Services – Residential & 
Commercial – Refrigeration & Air 

  

Western Tiers Heating & Cooling Solutions 

SERVICES DIRECTORY

 SERVICES DIRECTORY

EVENTS CONT/...

OLD TIME DANCE
Rosevale Hall Friday 27th February 
8.00pm.  Déjà Vu Band.  Ladies – a 
plate of supper please.  Proceeds 
to Hall Fund.  Enquiries 6396 6151.

Tiling
Bricklaying
Gyprocking
Rendering

Bathroom & Kitchen  
Renovations

Over 30 years’ experience

Contact: Mark
0487 742 112

Happy
Valentines!

Call Debby today...
0439 695 081

Give a
$75 gift voucher

for a relaxing 
Therapeutic

Oils 
Massage

  For 
 Your 
Love x
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COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

                   To place a not-for-profit advertisement please phone 6286 8216

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meander Valley 
Business Association. 

 
The local business association 

 
Meets 2nd Monday each month 

All welcome 
Meeting held at  

Meander Valley Enterprise 
Centre 

To make contact email:  
 

deloraineonthemove@gmail.com 
 

                                                                      SPONSORED BY MEANDER VALLEY ONLINE INC.
 

Arts Deloraine 

Promoting the arts in the 
Valley – concerts, plays and 

exhibitions. 

Join to become involved,  
as well as to receive  

discounted entry prices. 
 

For info call Annie Robinson 
on 0419 134 946 

artsdeloraine@gmail.com  

 

 

 

Interested in Rotary? 
 

 

           Club of Deloraine  
Contacts:   Ann on 6362 3160 for Club meetings 

                    Tim on 0428 237 078 for Club membership 
                    www.rotaryclubofdeloraine.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Western Tiers 
Film Society 

 
Members-only monthly 

screenings. 
 

For more info contact: 
 

westerntiersfilmsociety@gmail.
com 

or call Deb on 0418 389 868 
 

Advertising in our  
Community Directory   
is as easy as...

Picking up the phone  
and dialling 6286 8216.  
Our Community Directory  
is a very cost-effective way  
to promote your  
not-for-profit  
organisation.
  
Call us today!

Meander Valley Online (Inc) actively supports the Meander Valley community by providing:
 

• 2 online Centres - Deloraine and Mole Creek
• the publishing of the Meander Valley Gazette
• the sponsoring of this paper’s Community Directory
• Technical IT Support valley-wide for home & small business 

Connecting People with People. Around the region, around the world. Established in January 1998

Advertising enquiries to advertising@meandervalleygazette.com     Ph 6286 8216

THE TASMANIAN TRUCK SHOW
PRESENTEd by THE

LIONS CLUb Of dELORAINE

SUNDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2015      9:00AM - 3:00PM
 

QUERCUS RURAL YOUTH PARK, CARRICK
 

TRUCKS OF ALL MAKES, TYPES and AGES

LOTS OF ENTERTAINMENT.  FOOD and DRINKS.

Adults $10:00   Pensioners $5:00

 
Deloraine Show Society’s 

 

‘ALMOST ANYTHING GOES AUCTION’ 
Deloraine Showground           Saturday 28th February 

Starting at 10am     —    Viewing of lots from 9am 

Bookings: Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd 1-5pm 

All profits for improvement of showground facilities 

Details: Julie McGregor 0427 861 485 

Registered auctioneer 

 

Woods
Auto Centre

for all your
Automotive Services

Woods Auto Centre
specialises in a range
of mechanical repairs

from diagnostics & repairs to
tuning & servicing

Les Woods
Ph:  03 6362 2632
M:   0427 622 332 75 Emu Bay Road, Deloraine, Tas 7304

E: les.woods1@bigpond.com

DOES YOUR HOUSE 
NEED PAINTING? 

 
Don’t waste your hard-earned money 

on the EVER INCREASING and 
NEVER ENDING painting costs!

THE ALTERNATIVE... 
Get an obligation FREE QUOTE  

to vinyl clad your house 
at a ONCE ONLY COST  

and NEVER PAINT AGAIN! 

Phone Ray: 0419 215 555
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SPORT

Chloe McFarlane (11) of Hagley has been Kayaking for 1 year and confidently won the impromptu race at the conclusion of the paddle safe workshop

Tasmanians take 
to paddling  
like ducks  
to water.

17 people, from the very young to the not-so-
young, attended the free Paddle Safe Program 
on Meander River in Deloraine on 21st January.

Tasmania has one of the highest take up 
rates of paddling as a recreational activity 
in Australia, with around 4,000 recreational  
paddle craft being sold each year in Tasmania. 

There have been 32 rescues from paddle 
craft since October 2013 that are known about, 
and one paddler drowned in Dover (southern  
Tasmania) in August 2013.

The workshop was aimed at providing  
valuable skills to inexperienced recreational, 
part time paddlers. Some of the topics covered 
included safety equipment, paddler visibility, 
weather, tides and currents, as well as paddling 
techniques. 

An impromptu race was held at the end of 
the session, ably won by Chloe McFarlane.

For more information on Paddle Safe visit 
mast.tas.gov.au/paddle-safe-program-2/ or call 
Ian Ross, Recreational  Boating Project Officer, 
Marine and Safety Tasmania on 6235 8859.
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