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Joy James 89, Jean McNeill 99yrs, both of Deloraine, and  Emma Porter and her son Spencer 3yrs of Exton join the hundreds of people gathered to honour all those who 
served our country in numerous conflicts around the globe at the ANZAC Centenary Memorial Servie in Deloraine.                Photos by Mike Moores

THE 25TH of April 2015 
marked the 100th year  
of Anzac.

A small inconspicu-
ous cross tucked away in  
the chapel of the Good 
Shepherd at Kanangra 
(aged care facility), Delo-
raine was made in true 
Anzac spirit.

In the year 1916, Quar-
ter Master Sergeant 
Freeman and Corpo-
ral Scott of the 4th  

pioneer battalion 
designed and made 
the wooden cross from 
the salvaged remains 
of a wooden alter 
saved from a total-
ly destroyed church in 
the war torn area of  
Somme in France.

The cross was carried 
on the back of a soldier 
and given to his padre, 
Donald Blackwood (lat-
er Bishop Blackwood). 

Padre Blackwood 

used the cross on  
the battlefield in  
communion services. 

Bishop Blackwood 
gave the cross to Can-
on Rupert Heyes when 
Rupert was ordained.

Rupert Heyes, was 
born 1917 at Evandale, 
Tasmania. He came to 
Deloraine to farm. 

Soon after he enlisted 
with the A.I.F. as captain, 
he served in Darwin and 
North Queensland and 

was in Timor for the sur-
render of the Japanese. 

After the war Rupert 
was a church warden of 
the Anglican parish, a 
member of ST. Marks, 
and was very active in 
Deloraine’s church life. 

Rupert was described 
as a “very human” person 
and a “farmer at heart”. 

After his death 
Rupert’s widow  request-
ed the cross be placed in 
the Kanangra Chapel.

Kanagara is home for the ‘old rugged cross’
By Liz Walker

Georgina Harvey sings ‘Keep the Home Fires Burning’

THE SPIRIT 
LIVES ON
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In My Opinion...

In Response...

Pictured here in the donkey race: Right top - Rebecca Barrett 12 of Deloraine, and underneath (the 
donkey) Abbey Beck 12 of Deloraine. The names of the other two contestants are unknown.

I ALWAYS imagined that 
the technology takeover 
would look like a mob of 
android beings that got 
smarter than we humans 
and put us all in slavery; 
after all, that’s what the 
Sci-Fi’s predicted.

I’m beginning to think 
that the takeover has 
already happened; it just 
snuck up when I wasn’t 
taking much notice.

We have washing 
machines that don’t stop 
beeping until you turn them 
off, fridges that complain 
if you leave the door open 
and all manner of electronic 
devices that demand atten-
tion in one way or anoth-
er. In most cases there is 
no way to override their 
demands; eventually, we 
have to give in and respond 
to them.

I heard a story the other 
day about a two-year old 
vehicle speaking to its driv-
er, telling him it needed a 
service. Eventually, he took 
it to a mechanic who refused 
to service it because the 
vehicle hadn’t yet reached 

the required mileage. Ughh,  
his car is still telling him it 
needs a service every time 
he gets in!

Or what about the person 
who tried to pay their house 
insurance in Launceston. As 
the power was down that 
day, they wouldn’t even 
take his money!

And what happens if your 
address is one of those ones 
that ‘Google Maps’ (seem-
ingly the new authority of 
where everything in the 
world is located) doesn’t 
recognise? I’ve had many 
a call centre person trying 
to convince me that my 
home doesn’t exist and, as a 
result, services are refused.

You might think this just 
happens with rural address-
es - not so! Deloraine 
Online Access Centre is not 
recognised by Google Maps 
either. 

It took 3 months to 
convince NBN and Telstra 
(who were already sending 
a bill to this address) that 
the location did in fact exist.

Surely all this technol-
ogy ‘stuff’ is supposed to 
make life easier. But really, 
in many instances, does it?

By Joanne Eisemann

I WAS unimpressed by the 
article in ‘My Opinion’ by 
Teresa in the April edition of 
Meander Valley Gazette.

Woolworths employ 
approximately 100 people in 
our local community and ser-
vice thousands of locals and 
visitors yearly. 

Woolworths is the life-
blood of Deloraine and with-
out them, Deloraine would 
be a ghost town. 

What a great convenience, 
open 7am - 9pm, 7 days a 
week. 

Woolworths is a clean, 
friendly, warm and welcom-
ing store, with thousands of 
products of all descriptions 
to choose from. 

In a snapshot, last Satur-
day I observed the pumpkin 
was $1.00 per kilo, celery $1.00 

a bunch, carrots $1.00 per kilo, 
and lettuce twin pack $1.00. 
That is better than good.

Ignorance is bliss. Before 
warbling on about lettuce 
leaves check your facts. 
Woolworths donate all food 
scraps to the local wildlife 
park and a local farm, and 
have done so for years. 

There are people and  
animals being mistreated  
and starving, not only inter-
nationally but locally. And 
you focus on a business that 
benefits us in so many ways. 

We are lucky to live in a  
fantastic community with 
such a smorgasbord of  
facilities and foods at our  
fingertips. 

Wake up to yourself and  
be grateful. 

                     Jason, Deloraine 

‘Nellie’ carved her 
way into history

ELLEN NORA Payne, a  
prolific woodcarver, was born 
at Westfield in Westbury, Tas-
mania 1865 and died in 1962.

Her life and work will  
be celebrated in various ven-
ues around Westbury from 
9th October through to 2nd 
November  2015.

Ellen carved numer-
ous pieces throughout her 
life, notably the magnifi-
cent altar and screens in 
the Anglican Church, West-
bury and exhibited at the  
1907 Australian Exhibition  
of Women’s Work,  for which 
she was awarded numerous 
prizes.

2015 will mark 150 years 
since the birth of ‘Nellie’ 
Payne. As Nellie carved many 
of this State’s WW1 hon-
our rolls, it is especially fit-
ting that 2015 be the year to  
celebrate her work.

Anyone with connections 
to Nellie, including photo-
graphs, references to any 
pieces she carved, anything 
at all that can help tell the 
story of this truly remark-
able woman, are asked  
to please contact Pam 
Swain 6393 1153 or email  
nelliepayne150@gmail.com

A riverside Easter Festival was hosted by Deloraine & District Christian Churches  on Easter  
Saturday in Deloraine. There were train rides for the little ones, face painting, stilt walking  
musical entertainment. Held on a lovely autumn day over  500 people were in attendance.

Detail of screen, St Andrew’s 
Westbury.          Photo: R. Menzie
Image courtesy of Tasmanian Anglican 
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Four properties along Blackstone Heights Road have had to be vacated due to landslip. This picture shows part of the slip in front of Eva Griffiths property.

IN MID 2014 Meander Valley 
Council asked residents to 
vacate several properties in 
Blackstone Heights as they 
have been assessed as unsafe 
due to landslip problems.

In the early noughties, Eva 
Griffiths purchased one of 
the now vacated homes.

Eva moved to Tasmania 
from Victoria, not having 
any idea she was moving into 
a known landslip area and 
says she is disappointed that 
Council did not inform her 
of the possibility when she 
applied for planning permis-
sion to build a deck and lay a 
cement slab in 2002. 

The slab moved slight-
ly after laying. Eva sought 

professional help and was 
advised not to be concerned.

In July 2009, Ben Lomond 
Water took over responsibil-
ity for water from Council.

The problem became 
apparent around August of 
that year, when the water 
company did some digging 
on the easement of Eva’s 
property. Within a couple 
of days, land around the  
digging site had slipped 
about a metre.

Eva wrote a letter to the 
water company, but Ben 
Lomond Water accepted no 
responsibility for the slippage.

Ben Lomond Water 
returned around a year later 
and dug a test hole that was 

just six inches deep on the 
other side of the property. 
Within a day or so, there was 
a foot of slippage around that 
hole.

By this time Eva had begun 
building another dwelling on 
her property and, from the 
balcony of that property, she 
could see that the slab on 
the first house was moving 
further and further from its 
original position.

 Council met with proper-
ty owners and investigated 
the problem, which led to the 
eventual request to move.

Eva continues paying 
mortgages on two properties 
that she is unable to reside in 
or collect rent from.

The slab has now moved 
approximately 24 inches and 
the front 2 metres of the slab 
has broken off and slid down 
the slope towards the lake.

Eva engaged an engineer 
who designed a retaining 
wall to contain the slippage 
and stabilise the batter to 
resolve the problem. She 
hoped to complete this work 
before winter. 

Although the engineer 
requested that Council treat 
the matter as urgent, they are 
still waiting for approval. 

Meander Valley Coun-
cil’s Mayor, Craig Perkins, 
says that the whole matter 
is under investigation by 
Council’s insurers, who will 
report to Council.

“Those reports haven’t 
yet been finalised, but we 
know that all the steps that 
Council has taken since the 
properties were developed 
over twenty years ago have 
all been appropriate and met 
our requirements.”

Mayor Perkins further 
commented, “there will be 
a report provided to council 
that we will be able to put  
on our website for people  
to see a summary of what 
has happened.”

“Within a couple of 
days, land around the 

digging site had slipped 
about a metre.”

LAND SLIP IN BLACKSTONE HEIGHTS
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MEANDER VALLEY - GET INVOLVED

POLICE REPORT WITH INSP. SCOTT FLUDE

Building a sustainable Home Sweet Home

RESIDENTS AND staff were 
hopping on the footpath 
with excitement as Tyler 
Village Aged Care Home in 
Prospect Vale took delivery 
of its new bus.

With seats for eight people 
and room for a wheelchair, 
the bus represents a new era 
in service delivery for Tyler 
Village.

The national standard is to 
offer residents two outings 
per month.

Until now, all outings have 
had to use taxis for transport, 
often proving a difficult and 
expensive exercise.

Sue Atkinson, Social Care 
Manager, successfully applied 
to Tasmanian Community 
Fund and received $40,000 to 
purchase the bus. Island Care 
chipped in $27,000 to install a 
wheel chair lift.

Island Care Facility Man-
ager, Sarah Chong, and Brett 
Menzies, Director of Care, 
accepted the keys of the new 
bus from Lola Cowle, Exec-
utive Officer of Tasmanian 
Community Fund.

Meander Valley Council 
Mayor, Craig Perkins, sup-
ported the application and 
was at the reception to join in 

the celebratory morning tea.
The bus will enable ded-

icated volunteers to take 
some time out for thank 
you lunches and community 
members with Alzheimer’s 
will be offered a pick up ser-
vice to join in the Tyler Village 
activity program. Visiting 
other aged care homes is also 
on the agenda.

‘It’s just going to make 
life so much easier’, says Sue 
Atkinson.
Pictured below: Faye Lamprey, 
Leisure and Lifestyle worker; 
Selwyn Stubbings, resident; 
and Marcus Man, carer.

Tyler Village residents get to tour the town

DURING THE past month 
Meander Valley crime has 
been low, which is pleasing 
to see.  

Of note, though, is 
that we have had a small  
number of break-ins where 
the property has been left 
unsecured, which has allowed 
the offender/s easy access.  

Examples of this have been 
a burglary of a house, 2 sheds, 
and a couple of cars.

I again would just like to ask 
that people be vigilant with 
security, to deter any persons 
who may be looking for oppor-
tunities to commit crime.  

Leaving property unse-
cured is sometimes just 
enough for some persons to 
proceed to stealing.

I think it would be nice 
for all to have a community 

that we’re able to go about 
business leaving places inse-
cure and not having to lock 
your car in the street; how-
ever; sadly, this is not the  
case any more - even in our 
country communities.  

Every member of the com-
munity must play a part in 
preventing crime wherever 
possible and we all must play 
a part in this process.

Our relationship with the 
community is excellent and I 
continue to remind everyone 
to keep up the good work in 
reporting things that some-
times just “don’t seem right”.  

There is no such thing as 
bad information and we are 
keen to speak with anyone 
regarding things they see  
or any other issues they  
deem appropriate.

CARRICK COMMUNITY 
Committee are holding their 
Annual BIGGEST MORNING 
TEA.

 Once again they would 
like to thank all the wonder-
ful people who participated 
in previous years.

 Anyone who would like 
to knit a beanie in soft wool, 
or make a Turban for young 
women, patterns are avail-
able online or ring Cancer 
Support Centre 6341 8400 or 
call Sheila who will be happy 
to help. 

Beanies and turbans will 
be donated to the Cancer  
Support Centre for all 
patients to receive. 

Any articles donated  
to the trade table, plants, 
books etc would be  
gratefully accepted.

There will be live music, 
prizes, speakers and lovely 
food. Everyone is welcome 
to come along and enjoy 
fun, friendship while raising 
money for a good cause.

The BIGGEST MORN-
ING TEA is from 10.00am 
to 12.00noon  on Tuesday 
19th May 2015 at the Carrick 
Community Hall, Meander 
Valley Road, Carrick.

Entry is by donation.
If needed, please ring  

Sheila for more information 
on 6393  7111. 

THE DELORANIE Com-
munity Garden is seeking 
the donation of a cool, dark 
space for a COMMUNITY 
SEED BANK. 

It could be under some-
one’s house, a cellar even, or a 
well-insulated shed. It would 
also need access to water and 
have electricity for a fridge.

 Enough space is required 
to process seeds, store 

seeds in cabinets and  
conduct germination tests.

A seed bank of locally  
produced seeds, proven via-
ble in our local climate and 
soils, is a vital part of com-
munity food security. 

If anyone knows of 
a suitable space, please  
contact Sandy Tiffin on  
6369 5510, of Catherine 
Smith on 6362 2938.

Donations for seed bank

WHAT IS a sustainable 
house? To some, it is a well 
designed, energy efficient 
new house with all the new 
technologies incorporated. 

To others, it is an older 
home that is renovated with 
sustainability at the core. 

Or it could be a combina-
tion of the above if a new 
extension is added to an 
existing home.

Now, there is a chance to 
find out direct from the home 
owner. Coming to Northern 
Tasmania is the launch of 

Sustainable Home Tours – 
The Inside Story. 

Find out how to make your 
own home more comfortable 
and energy efficient or gather 
ideas for your new house. 

By only having twen-
ty people in each tour the 
chance to interact with the 
homeowners and others will 
be optimised.

The tour will be centred 
around Sheffield and Gowrie 
Park, with three very different 
homes on view. You will view 
a strawbale owner-build on a 

two acre semi-rural property.
A retrofitted 1965 weath-

erboard house that has been 
added to over the years and 
now has double glazing. And 
an owner-built steel-framed 
home that demonstrates 
really good design principles.

It’s a great opportunity to 
tap into their experience. 

The tour is on Sunday 24th 
May. Book in for one, two or 
all three houses. Phone Sean 
Manners on 0412 294 779 or 
visit www.diyeco.com.au for 
all the details. 

Photo by Mike Moores 
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ADVERTISEMENT

Emily Gilligan of Deloraine models the bonnet embroidered for Louisa Wright in the stable of the Deloraine Art and Folk Museum.                                Photo by: Mike Moores

THIS MONTH, the Delo-
raine Art and Folk Museum 
is showcasing a collection 
of handmade bonnets com-
memorating 25,566 convict 
women who were sentenced 
to transportation to Aus-
tralia (1788 – 1853), includ-
ing women who lived in the  
Meander Valley.

Curator, Vicky Pryer 
worked hard at attaining 
funding for the display, 
believing it “fitted nicely 
with the Tasmanian Heritage 
theme for this month – con-
flict and compassion.”

Vicky is particularly excit-
ed about the ‘local women’ 
included in the exhibition, 
saying, “I am hoping that 
most of the bonnets we 
receive for the display will 
be women that lived in the 
Meander Valley.”

One such woman is Louisa 
Pointon (nee: Wright) who 
was 16 years of age when she 
was trialled in the Central 

Criminal Court in London on 
13th June 1842, of larceny for 
stealing a watch.

Louisa was sentenced to 
seven years imprisonment 
and transported to Van 
Dieman’s Land on the Gar-
land Grove. She arrived 110 
days later and was assigned 
to Mr Barrett.

From 1843 – 1845, Louisa 
was reprimanded twice for 
insolence which resulted in 
four months of hard labour, 
and once for disobedience of 
orders, resulting in 14 days’ 

solitary confinement.
In 1845 she was ‘delivered 

of an illegitimate child’ for 
which she was granted a tick-
et of leave on the 20th May 
1845. She married convict 
Frederick Pointon.

They went on to have nine 
more children and settled in 
Deloraine. Upon her death, 

Louisa was buried at the 
United Church of England 
Cemetery in Deloraine.

Louisa is one of the many 
woman represented and 
honoured by the display cre-
ated by Tasmanian born art-
ist, Dr Christina Henri.

The Roses from the Heart 
memorial is a compelling 
project in which Dr Henri 
hopes the bonnets will not 
only symbolise the individu-
al characters they represent, 
but also connect the view-
er with the human face of  
the individuals exiled for 
crimes generally driven by 
desperate poverty.

Dr Henri says, “I hope we, 
the community, can offer 
moments of reflection, tak-
ing time out from our busy 
lives to contemplate not only 
the female convict story, but 
to also scrutinise our own 
value systems, our levels of 
judgement and acceptance 
towards others.”

To date, more than 24,000 
bonnets have been received, 
each crafted with a rose to 
symbolise the women being 
uprooted from their English/
Irish homeland, and a heart 
expressing sincere love from 
descendants and from the 
public, with empathy.

Embellished on each brim 
is the name of the convict 
woman, the ship she was 
transported on and the date 
of her arrival.

Bonnet patterns are avail-
able for anyone who would 
like to participate in this 
heart-warming project. Entry 
into the museum is free 
throughout May.

By Shelly Petersen
INDEPENDENT AUSTRAL-
IAN non-profit organisa-
tion, beyondblue, is working 
to address issues associat-
ed with depression, anxiety  
disorders and related mental 
disorders. 

beyondblue works in part-
nership with health services, 
schools, workplaces, univer-
sities, media and communi-
ty organisations, as well as  
people living with anxiety 
and depression, and their 
friends and family, to raise 
community awareness of 
anxiety and depression and 
reduce associated stigma.

The Deloraine Football 
Club, in conjunction with 
the Rotary Club of Deloraine, 
the Deloraine Hospital and 
beyondblue, will be holding 
a community event to help 
raise awareness of depres-
sion and anxiety disorders in 
the community, at and after 

their home game vs Scotts-
dale Football Club on Satur-
day, 23rd of May 2015. The 
day will also raise funds for 
beyondblue.

The special guest at this 
Community event is Troy 
Luff, former Sydney Swans 
Premiership player and 
current sport presenter on 
Weekend Sunrise.

Troy is a beyondblue 
ambassador and will be 
attending the football, and 
presenting a talk during the 
evening at the Club.

This will be a family  
friendly event, and the entire 
Deloraine community is 
invited to attend. The Foot-
ball Club and Rotary Delo-
raine will be conducting a 
raffle through the day, along 
with auctioning some foot-
ball memorabilia to raise 
funds for the important work 
of beyondblue.

Female convicts remembered beyondblue Fundraiser

Carrick Indoor Bowls boot sale
CARRICK INDOOR Bowls 
club are competing again 
this year  in the Northern 
Division, Launceston Asso-
ciation of Indoor Bias Bowls. 

A car boot sale will be held 
in the carpark of the Carrick 
Inn Hotel on Saturday, 16th 

May, between 10am and 2pm.
If anyone is interested in 

hiring a site for just $10 please 
contact Amanda Phillips  
on 6393 6301. 

The club hopes  to see 
many shoppers looking for a 
bargain on the day.

Schedule of events for beyondblue Day
Deloraine Football Club - 23rd May 2015
Free beyondblue  show bags at the gate

Raffle with proceeds to beyondblue

9.50am - Under 19, Reserves and Senior Football
2.00pm - Senior game (Auskick match at half time)

Chicken Parmigiana dinner at the Clubrooms from 
5.30pm ($20 per person)

Auction of Football Memorabilia
Guest Speaker Troy Luff from 6.30pm (Free event)

All welcome

“...we, the community,  
can offer moments  

of reflection...”

Bonnet patterns are 
available for anyone who 
would like to participate
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Emphasis on being the best they can be
By Joanne Eisemann see the value within their 

education and their further 
development.”

Providing a comfortable 
learning environment is paid 
careful attention, ensuring 
temperature and ambience 
are conducive to learning.

The school is structured 
differently to many high 
schools, in that the teachers 
change classrooms between 
lessons rather than the stu-
dents. Benjamin says this 
leads to a more focused 
learning environment.

The average class size is 
twenty three, and a range of 
practical, as well as academic 
subjects are on offer.

Benjamin says that he has 
never been to a school where 
interest in music has been so 
strong. Many of the 244 stu-
dents play music, compose 
their own songs and even 
make their own instruments.

As Principal, he welcomes 
parental involvement in the 
school and encourages par-
ents to join the association, 
come and speak with teach-
ers, or talk to him to question 
what is going on.

Benjamin says he notices 
“very supportive parents here”, 
further commenting, “educa-
tion is everyone’s business...it’s 
not just the teachers here, it’s 
the parents at home, it’s the 
people in the community.”

Benjamin intends that 
when students leave Delo-
raine High, “they know that 
they can question what 
is around them and can 
look for further avenues to 
up-skill and be productive 
members of the community.”

thought it would be a great 
place for me to take on the 
role of Principal”, comments 
Benjamin.

He is working to raise lit-
eracy and numeracy levels at 
Deloraine and has a broader 
goal, “to raise the aspirations 
of every single kid we have 
here at the school and the self 
belief that they can actually 
achieve better.”

Strategies used to achieve 
this include investing in 
teaching staff.

Benjamin elaborates, “It’s 
all about building capacity 
amongst our teachers to be 
the best possible teachers 
they can and to make sure 
that translates into the best 
possible opportunities for 
kids in classrooms.”

Data is used to inform how 
students are performing and 
to develop intervention plans 
where needed. Data also 
highlights the areas where 
Deloraine High is functioning 
above average.

“One thing we focus on 
heavily here is differentia-
tion”, says Benjamin, adding, 
“we want to make sure that 
we are providing authentic 
realistic opportunities for 
every single learner, so they 

MAKING SURE all students 
are treated as individuals and 
leave the school with a clear 
direction for their future is 
a priority for new Principal  

of Deloraine High School, 
Benjamin Frerk.

This is Benjamin’s first 
appointment as Principal. 
Previously he spent time 
as acting principal at Exe-
ter High School; Assistant 

Principal at both Exeter and 
Scottsdale High Schools; 
and as a teacher at Queechy 
and Kings Meadows High 
Schools.

“I’d heard a lot of good 
things about the school and 

THE ABC came to Deloraine 
in the form of the incredible, 
tall, Leandro (Leo) Palaciao.

Leo is the ‘Open’ producer 
for Northern Tasmania and 
his mission is to instruct mere 
mortals in the art of produc-
ing short videos showing 
how we entertain ourselves.

Some of these videos will 
be aired on ABC television. 

In revealing the basic steps 
of video production, Leo 
opens a fascinating insight 
into the world of television.

He showed how to con-
struct a script, follow it on a 
story board, and use a variety 
of camera angles.

Using smart phones, tab-
lets or digital cameras, it is 
possible to produce accept-
able short ‘films’ at little or 
no cost and highlight the 
pastimes and hobbies that  
we find so absorbing in our 
daily lives.

Leo states that age is no 
barrier to creativity. 

Young school children and 
people in their eighties have, 
and are producing, lively and 
entertaining short films using  
the techniques shown in  
this short but intensive  
workshop.

The free workshop held  
at the Deloraine Online  
Centre has fired the imagina-
tion of a dedicated number  
of enthusiasts.

Telling your story can not 
only be very fulfilling but 
might serve as an insight  
to future generations of  
your family.

Video is fast becoming the 
twenty first century preferred 
mode of communication.

For those interested in 
attending beginner classs-
es in making short videos 
(30 seconds) please register 
your interest with Deloraine 
Online Centre on 6362 3537 
(or drop in). When numbers 
are sufficient another course 
will be organised.

Moving Pictures

Right: Leandro Palacia views Jaqueline Thompson’s early efforts

“we want to make 
sure that we are provid-

ing authentic realistic 
opportunities for every 
single learner, so they 
see the value within 

their education and their 
further development.”

Photo by: Mike Moores
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By Sara Fawcett

A COMPANY called Netflix 
has been in the news lately, 
but what exactly is it?

Netflix is a subscription 
based video streaming ser-
vice that provides on-demand 
video from a catalogue of TV 
shows and films. This means 
that, once you are subscribed, 
you can watch any of their 
advert-free videos at any time 
that suits you, without being 
tied to a time schedule.

You can watch these vid-
eos on any internet con-
nected device that allows 
the installation of the Netflix 
app, provided you have a fast 
enough internet connection.

This includes desktop com-
puters and laptops, Smart 
TVs, streaming media players 
like Apple TV; Chromecast 
and WD TV live (may need 
updating to the latest soft-
ware); game consoles like the 
PS3 and 4 and Xbox (again 
may need updating); Smart 
phones; PVR set top boxes; 
and Blu Ray players.

If you have a Netflix icon 
on the screen, then your 
device should work. Thank-
fully, Netflix are currently 
offering a free try-out month 
for those interested in giving 
it a shot, but you will need to 
sign up with an email address 
to access the service.

Current costs are $8.99 a 
month for the basic package; 
$11.99 for the standard pack-
age; and $14.99 for the premi-
um package.

The basic package is only 
standard definition while 
the standard package is high 
definition and the premium 
package is ultra high defini-
tion which requires a UHD 
TV or display to make the 
most of it.

Given there is little UHD 
content actually available 
for the premium package, it 

would seem pointless for a 
few years yet.

For internet connection, 
you need at least 3.Mbit per 
second for SD (basic) and 
5Mbit per second for HD 
(standard). The slowest NBN 
fibre or NBN wireless con-
nection will easily cope with 
these speeds. Long ADSL 
lines may not cope.

For the UHD premium 
package, you will need at 
least 25Mbit per second. Sec-
ond tier fibre and fixed wire-
less connections will be right 
on the limit. In reality, a 50/20 
or 100/40 fibre connection is 
best. ADSL is not going to 
cope with UHD. These are 
the bare minimum speeds 
and you should have at 
least 50% faster connection 
speeds for smooth playback.

There are downsides to 
Netflix. It can eat a lot of 
your data, especially HD and 
UHD so you need to check if 
your ISP allows Netflix traffic 
quota free on your particular 
internet connection plan.

SD quality uses about 700 
megabytes per hour, HD 
uses about 3000 megabytes 
(3 Gigabytes) per hour and 
UHD consumes a massive 
7000 megabytes (7 Giga-
bytes) per hour.

iinet and its subsidiaries 
have Quota free Netflix but 
this excludes Satellite, NBN 
wireless, Mobile Voice and 
Mobile Broadband. 

Optus are also offering 
quota free on their fixed line 
broadband, but have also 
excluded mobile, NBN fixed 
wireless and Satellite.

For those that count Net-
flix traffic on your monthly 
quota, you will need a large 
or unlimited data plan.

Telstra are going their own 
way at the moment offering 
the Presto streaming service, 
which is similar to Netflix. 
Happy viewing!

Netflix comes to Oz
By Alistair Carr

FOR A SMALL rural area, 
Westbury and surrounding 
districts have achieved some 
big wins in sport recently.

The Westbury Shamrocks 

Cricket Club recorded an 
impressive 2014/15 season 
with both the first and third 
grades winning their respec-
tive NTCA premierships.

First grade Captain, 
Dane Anderson led Jono  
Chapman, Daniel Murfet, 
Richard Howe, Josh Adams, 
Sean Stevenson, Shaun 
Leatherbarrow, Michael 
Lucic, Nathan Parkin, Joe 
Cullen, Dave Rogers and  
Justin Curbishley to an 
innings win over South 
Launceston, taking their 
premiership haul to three 
out of the last four. 

At the recent Cricket 

Westbury a top performer on the sporting stage  
North’s end of season trophy 
night, the Shamrock’s club 
president, Michael Clax-
ton, was presented with a  
Life Members medallion  

recognising his contribu-
tion to Northern Tasmanian 
cricket. 

The cricketing accolades 
continue.

Lord’s Taverner’s Associ-
ation of Tasmania named 
Westbury Cricket Club the 
winner of the “Spirit of 
Cricket Award” for being the 
best northern Club.

Former Westbury cricket-
er, Kristen Beams, has been 
named a contracted player 
with the Australian women’s 
Test Team.

Caitlin Webster of West-
bury was named as a mem-
ber of the combined North-

Road safety for toddlers

Westbury Shamrocks Cricket Club’s first grade team celebrates their  
premiership win.

TODDLE INN Childcare 
Centre in Deloraine has been 
giving children in the Mean-
der Valley a head start in life 
for 15 years.

Toddle Inn is a non-for-
profit, community-based and 
managed centre with a warm, 
friendly and educational envi-
ronment for the kids.

Its Director, Julie Purdon, 
was pleased for the opportu-
nity to discuss and promote 
its values.

“We cater for children aged 
0-5 years.  The centre offers a 
long day care service for fam-
ilies in a warm and caring 
atmosphere,” Julie said.

She continues, “Toddle 
Inn recognises the value and 
importance of early learning 
and encourages indepen-
dence and learning through 
play in a social setting.”

Such initiatives include the 
recently upgraded bike track, 

designed to teach our chil-
dren road safety rules.

This came about as a result 
of the centre being part of the 
Move Well Eat Well program 
which is a government award 
program managed by the 
Department of Health and 
Human Services.

“One of the criteria for this, 
‘strive and ride’, inspired us to 
revamp our bike track,” Julie 
said.

They bought several new 
bikes and installed stop and 
go signs, traffic lights and a 
pedestrian crossing in order 
to look like a real roadway.

“Road safety is a real part 
of our curriculum,” Julie said. 
She adds, “RACT have visited 
to educate children and fami-
lies on traveling safely in cars.”

The children love the expe-
rience and look forward to 
the centre’s bikes coming out 
on a daily basis.

Several times a year they 
also do a bike week such as 

Julie Purdon, Toddle Inn Director, teaches Henry Braun, age 3, of Meander, and Callie Frost, age 4, of 
Deloraine how to come to a complete stop on the newly upgraded bike path.  Photo by Mike Moores

ern women’s team; and 
four of the Cricket North 
‘Team of the year’, including  
the captain and coach,  
were from the Westbury 

Shamrocks.
The West-

bury Bowls Club 
also had a suc-
cessful season, 
fielding teams 
in five divisions 
and winning 
three Northern 
pennants and 
one State Flag.

The Division 
4 side won its 
Grand Final and 
the Division 4 
State Final, the 
only Northern 
Division side 
to win a State 
Final.

The mid-
week Division 4 
side performed 
well, winning 
the Grand Final.

Club Presi-
dent Rod Plun-

kett and Secretary John 
McNabb indicated that the 
Club’s successful year was 
a reflection on the camara-
derie of the approximate-
ly 70 members. The Club  
fully owns and maintains its  
facilities and all work is  
done voluntarily. 

Whitemore thoroughbred 
breeder and trainer Graeme 
McCulloch bred Group 1 
winner Mongolian Kahn.

The horse won both the 
New Zealand Derby and 
the $2 million AJC Sydney  
Derby - the first time a horse 
has won this double since 1986.

the one coming up in June for 
which children are encour-
aged to bring their own bikes 
and helmets.

Article submitted by Meander Valley Council
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Date and Time Event Details
Every day during May  9.00am - 5.00pm Roses from the Heart - Bonnets - Free Del Folk Museum-Tasmanian Heritage Month  Ph: 6362 5280
Every Monday  10.00am - 10.30am Story Time for Pre-schoolers Deloraine Library
Every Wednesday   1.00pm - 4.00pm Indoor Carpet Bowls, Deloraine Western Tiers Community Club. Deloraine   Barry: 6362 2243
Every Wednesday  10.00am - 1.00pm Mah Jong    $5.00 Uniting Church Hall, Deloraine.   Roma: 6362 2380
Every Wed fortnight  7.30pm - 9.00pm Prospect Youth Group 12-16 yrs - $3.00 Community Centre,Primary School, Stanley St, Prospect
Every Friday  3.00pm - 4.00pm Relaxation Tai Chi with Jenny  $1.00 Western Tiers Community Club Deloraine  Barry: 6362 2243
Every Sunday  10.00am - 11.00am Dragon Boating.  Exp or Beg. All welcome Meander River, Del. (near Swim Pool)  Peter  0409 234 061
Friday 8th May  Fortnightly Learn to build  14-21+ age group 9 workshops - Must register with Nate 0427 543 365 
Monday 11th May  All day AFL player and Coach Stan Alves Clinic Deloraine Football Club, Free Entry 
Tuesday 12th May  11.00am - 1.00pm Meander Valley Volunteer Expo Western Tiers Community Club, Free Lunch Joanne 6362 3537
Saturday 16th May  10.00am - 2.00pm Carrick Indoor Bowls Car Boot Sale Carrick Inn Hotel Carpark, Carrick     Ph: 6393 6301
Sunday 17th May  2.00pm Autumn Seed Savers and Surplus Swap 40 Quamby Brook Rd call Brenda 63695538
Tuesday 19th May  10.00am - 12.00 noon Biggest Morning Tea - Entry by Donation Carrick Community Hall,  Meander Valley Road, Carrick
Friday 22nd May  6.30pm - 12.00am Old Time Dance  -WT Community Club Meal with Dance & Supper $20pp  Bkgs req. Barry: 6362 2243
Friday 22nd May  8.00pm - 12.00am Old Time Dance  -  band ‘DeJa Vu’ WT Community Club  Dance & Supper $8pp  Barry:  362 2243
Saturday 23rd May  All day beyondblue Awareness Day Fundraiser Free day-Del. Football  Ground (Dinner from 5.30pm Cost $20) 
Monday 25th May  7.30pm Bingo - Fortnightly - Cash prizes & Jackpots WT Community Club   Parsonage Street - 18 years and over
Thursday 28th May  10.00am - 12 noon Biggest Morning Tea  Cost $7.00 Del Rotary Pavillion, Alveston Drv.  Group Bkgs Ph: 6362 4994
Thursday 28th May  7.00pm Community Safety Meeting Del Rotary Pavillion, Alveston Drive. 
Saturday 30th May  6.00pm Empire Night Fireworks Meander Hall BBQ Adults $10 Children $5 Fireworks $2 (7.30)
Saturday 6th June  6.30pm Eat & Greet social tea - bring food to share Westbus, 63 Meander Valley Rd Westbury     Jan: 6393 1830 

Saturday 13th June  11.00am - 2.00pm Fruit Tree Care with Sandy Tiffin Deloraine Commmunity Garden

Events Diary Planning an event? Then make sure everyone knows about it. Simply email the details to 
editor@meandervalleygazette.com - remember to plan in advance so you don’t miss out!

‘LIKE MOTHER, like Daugh-
ter’ is an apt description of 
Sarah Ward and her daugh-
ter, Clover, of Western 
Creek. This quiet, unassum-
ing duo make quite the team 
with their canine family in 
the dog agility ring.

Both have been around 
dogs all their lives and took 
home training to the next  
level five years ago, starting 
basic obedience at Tasmanian 
Dog Training Club in Launces-
ton, with their two Border 
Collies, Banjo and River.

The dogs were quick learn-
ers and willing to please 
and Clover, a Year 9 student 
at Deloraine High School, 
became attracted to the  
fast-paced canine sport of 
Agility, saying, “it seemed a 

bit more fun.”
In Agility, a course of obsta-

cles such as jumps, tunnels 
and scrambles, among oth-
ers, is run in sequence, with 

the dog taking the obstacles 
under the direction of its 
human handler. Titles can be 
achieved by attaining a num-
ber of qualifying rounds.

Teamwork 
is impera-
tive and this 
is achieved 
t h r o u g h 
training and 
developing a 
relationship 
of trust with 
your dog.

C l o v e r 
and her 
mum began  
agility train-
ing in ear-
nest in 2011  
and started 

entering trials.
Although generally com-

peting individually with their 
dogs, Sarah and Clover and 
two dogs come together in 

the agility event known as 
Strategic Pairs. Communi-
cation between the humans 

in this event is important 
and Sarah and Clover seem 
to have that down pat, as  
they have titled both dogs as 
Strategic Pairs Dogs.

When asked if there is a 
rivalry when competing in 
agility, Sarah doesn’t feel she 
has a particularly competi-
tive nature but suggests that  
Clover does. Clover admits 
with a smile, “maybe a little.”

River and Banjo have 
achieved Agility Dog and 
Jumping Dog titles and  
River has gone on to achieve 
his Jumping Dog Excellent 
title and Snooker Dog title.

Just to show that dogs of 

all sizes can excel, Chihua-
hua-Pomeranian cross, Chilli, 
has attained his Jumping Dog 
title, having begun training  
in 2012.

Sarah admits her big-
gest challenge is working 
with Chilli, saying, “I need to 
get consistency with Chilli  
in running a course; he  
gets distracted.”

What do the dogs get 
out of agility? Clover says,  
“River just likes...
being with us.”

Sarah says, “With 
Chilli, when he’s 
doing a good run, he 
just goes, and I feel 
very connected to 
him when he goes.”

Sarah goes on 
to say Banjo loves 
being around them 
but will probably 
retire from agility 
soon. Banjo’s thing 

is Rally Obedience; it’s slow-
er paced than agility, but still 
requires excellent teamwork.

“It’s important to know 
your dog and what they 
enjoy”, say the Moth-
er-Daughter team in unison.

The newest arrival in the 
Ward family is Alaska, a  
Border Collie pup from good 
working dog lineage.

Alaska is only 10 months 
old and, while she can-
not start jumping training 
until she is over 18 months 
old, to allow for her bones  
and joints to develop prop-
erly, she is already training 
in obedience and learning to 
achieve focus.

Clover also plays soccer 
and this makes for busy 
weekends as she balances 
the two fun sports and her 
school work.

In between all the activ-
ities, Clover found time to 
write a letter to Dogs Life 
magazine, which was the 
winning letter in their March/
April edition.

What next? “We are going 
to the 2016 Agility Nation-
als in Adelaide”, says Clover, 
with a grin.

Mother-daughter team pawsitively awesome

“It’s important to  
know your dog and 
what they enjoy.”

By Jan Collett

Top: Clover and Sarah Ward, with their dogs, Alaska, Banjo, River and Chilli. Bottom left: Chilli flies 
over a jump. Bottom right: River has achieved several agility titles.  Photos Jan Collett
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THERE ARE four species of 
robin in the Meander Valley.

Three species, the flame, 
scarlet and pink robins, have 
brightly coloured male birds 
with females and young birds 
mostly brown.

The fourth is the predom-
inantly brown, dusky robin, 
a slightly larger bird than 
the other three and one of 
Tasmania’s twelve resident 
endemic species.

Robins have complex  
seasonal movements. The 
scarlet and flame robins 
often occur together, but the 
flame generally prefers wetter  

up well before losing their 
leaves are the 15m Liquid-
amber, and Parrotia persica, 
a smaller tree of 9m. Nyssa 
silvatica is a small-leaved, 
drought tender tree of 20m, 
which turns red, yellow and 
green at this time of the year.

Liriodendron tulipifera (the 
Tulip Tree), at 40m, is a strik-
ing bright yellow in Autumn. 
As its name suggests, the 
flowers are reminiscent of 
tulips, appearing in summer, 
but as they are green, they are 

forests and will move  
to higher ground to breed; 
some birds cross Bass 
Strait to spend winter on  
the mainland once breeding 
has ceased.

Scarlet robins are often 
seen in agricultural areas as 
long as there’s still bush close 
by where they can roost, nest 
and shelter from inclement 
weather and predators.

Pink robins are found 
in rainforest and ferny  
gullies such as at Liffey Falls, 
Meander Falls and around 
the Mole Creek caves.

All robins feed on insects 
or spiders they take mostly 

PARKS AND gardens in  
Tasmania at this time of 
year are ablaze with a multi-
coloured  display of trees and 
shrubs, from the pale butter 
yellow of the 40m high Ging-
ko biloba (Maidenhair Tree),  
to the diminutive, dark 
red spikey shrub Berberis  
thunbergii  “Atropurpurea”.

Another of the same  
species, “Rose Glow”, is a 
brilliant orange. Other less  
common plants which colour 

Meander Valley has 4 species of robin

Deciduous trees provide spectacular colour in the autumn garden

Flaming foliage in the garden
By Nell Carr

By Sarah Lloyd

THANK YOU for the  
opportunity to speak on a 
day where we reflect on those 
who both fought and contin-
ue to fight for the freedom 
of our great nation and for 
those who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice, and we appreciate 
that many of those people 
have families who continue 
to have strong connections 
with our community and the 
Meander Valley districts.

Whilst in some respects 
we recognise that the story 
of the ANZAC’s commenced 
100 years ago today with 
the landing at the shores of  
Gallipoli, ANZAC Day pro-
vides us with a moment to 
reflect more broadly on those 

who have gone into battle for 
our freedom.

In recent years ANZAC Day 
has seen a significant change 
in the way we approach it as 
a community.

The ANZAC Day  
message is broadcast across 
social media, used by retail-
ers and forms the subject of 
TV shows … including news, 
documentaries and even  
episodes of Home and Away.

I wonder, does this make 
us stop and think more 
about war and conflict and 
its effects on the men and 
women who fought for  
our freedom?

Or does it lessen its impact; 
make us less sensitive 

Pink Robins prefer rainforests and gullies, near waterfalls.

from the ground.
It used to be common 

to see red-breasted robins 
sitting on fences along the 
highways and country roads, 
or perching on dead thistles, 
bracken fern or saggs in rough  
pasture where they would 
keep an eye out for insects 
before dropping to the 
ground to catch their prey.

Dusky robins used to be 
called ‘stump robins’ because 
they like perching on the side 
of stumps that were a feature 
of pastures after the early 
days of clearing the bush.

Most rough pasture and 
old stumps have since been 

Mayoral 100th ANZAC address reprinted with kind permission
Australian way of life for grant-
ed - we are so incredibly fortu-
nate to live in a safe, friendly 
and democratic society.

Today we thank those  
Australians who fought for 
the Aussie lifestyle, who 
fought for our freedom. 

We reflect on how they 
helped shape our country. 

We honour them and we 
remember those families 
from within our community 
whose lives were changed 
forever as a result of war, 
through the loss of family 
and friends.

For those who served and 
those who are no longer with 
us, we thank you.

“LEST WE FORGET”

towards the atrocities of war.
I would like to think that, 

based on the turn out here 
today, that the message is 
still the same, it’s about peo-
ple - the men and women 
who fought; those who sac-
rificed their lives; the families 
at home who lost loved ones 
and how it had helped to 
shape an entire nation.

Of course, for most of us 
we have never experienced 
war first hand … so for me 
ANZAC Day is trying to  
comprehend and appreciate 
what war and conflict might 
be like and how life-changing 
it would be.

I can only do that through 
the stories I hear and the  

pictures I see. 
And this is where  

traditional media, social 
media and the like can play 
an important role.

So notwithstanding the 
24-hour news cycle and the 
flittering of social media, the 
solemn reflection and the 
giving thanks and apprecia-
tion remains strong amongst 
us, as it must.

And it is obvious that 
there is still a deep connec-
tion to past members of our  
communities, whose names 
are inscribed here on the  
cenotaph and whose fami-
lies remain firmly rooted in  
our district.

It is easy to take the  

not easily distinguished from 
amongst a copious covering 
of large palmate leaves.  The 
slender variety of these trees, 
L. fastigiata, have been plant-
ed on the median strip of  
a section of Emu Bay Road  
in Deloraine.

The ornamental grape 
vine, Vitis vinifera, is easily 
propagated  from the leafless 
winter twigs. Two or three of 
these, inserted two buds deep 
into a pot of clean soil, will 
sprout leaves when Spring 
arrives , and will quickly cov-
er a fence or trellis or the walls 

cleared and cleaned up to 
make way for more inten-
sive agricultural pursuits. 

of a building, and, so long 
as they are in full sunshine, 
will turn copper, and then a  
brilliant red in late Autumn.

As with the fruiting grapes, 
they are pruned back to a 
few short leaders once their 
leaves have fallen.
In the vegie garden: 

Experience has shown 
that cattle just love those 
sugar-sweet two metre  corn 
stalks, so any reader who has 
a few weaners, or a house 

cow, or has a neighbour with 
some, they would no doubt 
be grateful for them. 

They are too tough to 
break up small enough  
for compost, and such a  
valuable source of fibre 
should be utilised.

Save seeds from the 
best tomatoes and dry out  
on a saucer in a sunny  
window.  Refrigerate when 
thoroughly dry in small 
labelled envelopes.

These activities are adversely 
affecting robin populations – 
and many other birds.
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HIDDEN ALONG a coun-
try lane by the banks of the 
Meander River, you can find 
an exclusive studio/gallery/
sculpture garden called 
McLachlan Studios.

Mary and Hugh both 
trained as Gold and Silver-
smiths at RMIT in Melbourne 
and made Tasmania their 
home in 1980.

“Us moving to Tasmania 
was a bit of a fluke really. I 
inherited this 50 acres which 
was terribly rundown; there 
was no garden, the pad-
docks were over grown with  
gorse and blackberries, the 
house was falling down”, 
shared Mary.

Their family thought they 
were slightly mad, but Hugh 
had a vision and always 
thought he could do some-
thing with it. 

These days, there is no hint 
of a dilapidated past. The 
house is renovated and not a 

blackberry to be seen on the 
lush river flat pasture.

The English style garden is 
home to a jewellery studio and 
a selection of Hugh’s sculptures.

“People really enjoy the 
experience of coming here, 
because its an art experience”, 
says Mary. She adds, “Hugh 
just loves making, he loves 
making jewellery, he loves 
making sculpture, he loves 
painting, he gets up to make.”

Mary’s interests have 
moved over the years, from 
the making to the marketing 
of their product. She enjoys 
assisting people to find the 
piece that is special for them.

At first they sold jewellery 
through galleries around 
Australia and overseas, but as 
Mary observes, “then people 
started getting to know us 
here, it got to the stage where 
we couldn’t support other 
galleries as we were selling so 
much here.”

All jewellery sales have 
been through their studio 
since 2000.

The jewellery is simple 
and elegant with a Scandi-
navian feel. They particularly 

like using a combination of 
gold and silver in their work, 
feeling that the combination 
works well together.

Pearls and other precious 

stones are sourced from trade 
fairs in Hong Kong.

Hugh enjoys the process 
of taking something from the 
ground and transforming it into 
something eternal, saying, “it’s 
something that lasts forever.”

Represented by Traffic Jam 
Galleries in Sydney, Hugh is 
gaining recognition as a sculp-
tor and painter;  several pieces 
have been chosen for Sculp-
ture by the Sea exhibitions in 
Bondi and Cottlesloe (WA). 
This year he has been select-
ed as a finalist in the Montalto 
Sculpture Prize 2015.

When asked what the 
future holds, Mary responds, 
“It feels like it’s all just start-
ing, the world is our oyster, 
we don’t need to know what 
the future holds, it will be 
exciting but we don’t know 
what it will be…I don’t think 
an artist ever stops - you  
just do it till you can’t do  
it anymore.”

More information on 

their treasures may be 
found at www.mclachlan-
studio.com.au or by visiting  
their Facebook page  
“McLachlan Studio”.

WIDE ANGLE Tasmania will 
hit the road to bring TASs-
horts on SCREEN to regional 
venues, including Deloraine 
(Sat 23rd May at 7.30pm), 
supported by Studio Be and 
the Meander Valley Council.

The state wide tour of 
fourteen homegrown short 
films will help Wide Angle 
Tasmania to celebrate its 10th 
year of supporting screen  
culture in Tasmania.

 Showcasing the exception-
al talent of local filmmakers, 
all profits from ticket-sales 
will be split with filmmakers 
in this unique initiative that 
mentors local filmmakers in 
independent distribution.

The program will screen at 
7.30pm at the Little Theatre in 
Deloraine on Saturday  23rd 
May, followed by a Q&A ses-
sion with the tour organiser 
and General Manager of Wide 
Angle Tasmania, Abi Binning.

38 short films were  
submitted to Wide Angle 
Tasmania’s TASshorts on 
SCREEN initiative. 

 An industry panel watched 
nearly 6 hours of films to 
choose the final 14 short films 
included in the tour - a mix of 
entertaining documentaries, 
dramas and comedies. 

 The filmmakers selected 
for the tour were acknowl-

edged at a reception at Gov-
ernment House on 15th April. 

In a first for Tasmania, 
the producers of each short 
film will partner with Wide 
Angle Tasmania in a profit 
share-venture. 

 General Manager of Wide 
Angle Tasmania, Abi Binning 
explains, “we’re committed 
to providing opportunities 
for local filmmakers to devel-
op strong careers in screen – 
and part of being a successful 
filmmaker is understanding 
distribution.  

We’re setting up the tour 
and working with filmmak-
ers to engage local audiences.  

All profit from ticket sales 
will be split with the partici-
pating filmmakers.  

It’s a way for filmmak-
ers to earn revenue to make 
more films and is part of our 
efforts to fill the shortfall 
our organisation faces when 
Screen Australia ceases fund-
ing Wide Angle Tasmania at 
the end of the year.”

A full line-up of films 
can be found online www.
w i d ea n g l e .o rg .a u / t a ss -
horts-screen-0 (o=digit not 
letter).  Tickets can be pur-
chased online http://tass-
hortsdeloraine.eventbrite.
com.au or at the door for 
$15.00 or $10.00 concession.

World class artworks from valley home

Hugh and Mary McLachlan in with one of Hugh’s early ‘Pod’ sculptures           Photo by: Mike Moores

Tassie films in Deloraine

By Joanne Eisemann



Meander Valley Gazette 11May 2015- Public Notice -



Meander Valley Gazette 12 May 2015 RURAL

MEANDER FARMER,  
Virginia Chilcott was a  
competitor in this year’s Aus-
tralian Yard Dog and Kelpie 
Field Trial Championships, 
held recently in Tasmania.

Virginia has been involved 
in Yard Dog competitions and 
Field Trials since she attend-
ed an ‘encouragement day’ at 
a shearing shed 6 years ago.

From a farming back-
ground, Virginia had worked 
with dogs all her life, but 
found learning the many rules 
a challenge and says there 
were many handler errors 
in the beginning. “But then  
one day, it just all clicks, it’s a 
beautiful feeling.” 

Virginia says her  
experience was all the better 
because she started with a 
really good dog.

“Everyone has a differ-
ent opinion of what makes 
a good stock dog… Ben is a 
lovely stock dog; the way that 
he handles sheep is that they 
accept him really quickly.”

Ben is now almost retired 
and Virginia works with her  
4 other kelpies. 

Dogs used for the competi-
tions are working dogs.

Virginia explains, “All of 
the dogs are farm dogs;  

dogs will bring them back to 
the main mob.”

This innovation gives  
Virginia more time in her day; 
now she can stand at the gate 
making phone calls or email-
ing while her dogs bring the 
sheep to her.

“The competitions are a bit 
of fun, but they are also to set 
the standard of what good 
genetics are available for the 
sorts of tasks you may have 
on your farm, and what you 
want to achieve with those 
lines of dogs”, says Virginia.

Field Trials are a combina-
tion of the three sheep trials 

I just pluck them from out of 
the farm environment, then 
take them into a competition 
environment; that’s what 
most people do. 

Most people have got 
farms, or they work on farms, 
or are stock contractors. 
They pluck those dogs on a 
Saturday morning, give them 
a dust off and put them into 
the competition arena and 
ask them to do their best.”

At what age a dog begins 
training depends on the dog. 
They learn things like how to 
sit when around 8 weeks old 
and start learning to work with 
stock around 12 months old.

“You’ve got to be careful of 
their bone development, also 
their mental development; 
if you push them when they 
are too young, they get fraz-
zled and they just reject you”, 
shares Virginia.

“Before a competition I 
work them every day maybe 
for 15 to 20 minutes just doing 
something I know they are 
not brilliant at.”

Competitions are divided 
into classes, depending on 
the experience and number 
of wins a dog has had.

According to Virginia the 
principles of Field Trialling 
can come in handy on the 
farm. “I used to do all driving, 
but now I don’t, I’m the lead-
er… it’s a huge improvement 
because all of a sudden, the 
stock will learn that your ute 
is the safe point and they only 
get hassled if they are misbe-
having out the back and the 

and a yard dog competition 
and serve as a demonstration 
of an allround dog and encour-

age people to breed the sort of 
dog that is an all rounder.

A farmer can expect to pay 
between four and six thou-
sand dollars for a fully trained 
dog with prices reaching 
twelve thousand dollars for 
top performers. 

This will give you, Virginia 
says, “A dog that could work 
sheep in the paddock and in 
the yard, basically you can let 
it off the chain and it knows 
what to do, it knows its craft.”

People interested in  
getting involved can  
contact the association 
via their Facebook page 
by typing in ‘Tasmani-
an Yard Dog Association’.

Kelpies keep on top of sheep in the yard
By Joanne Eisemann

Virginia Chilcott and her Kelpie, Sam, work together with some sheep.          Photo by: Mike Moores

DOZENS OF alpacas and 
passionate breeders gath-
ered at the 2015 Alpaca Expo 
presented by the Northern 
Alpaca Breeders Network 
last month.

400 visitors saw these 
wonderful animals up close 

and learned about alpaca 
care, from raising them to  
the garments and items  
produced from their fleece.

Kid’s corner was a big hit 
for all ages. Children creat-
ed alpaca collages with all 
colours of fleece and worked 

Sybilla Scott-Smith of Westbury shows Emma Ross, age 4, of Tarleton some tricks of the trade

Sybilla weaves her magic at the Alpaca Expo

Farm concessional loans extended
THE AUSTRALIAN and Tas-
manian governments have 
agreed to extend the clos-
ing date for applications for  
the Farm Finance Conces-

out which fleece belonged to 
which animal, from wallabies 
to camels.

Alpaca farm management 
is diverse and the Expo pre-
sented a showcase of the 
varied approaches to alpaca 
breeding and management.

“The competitions  
are a bit of fun, but they 

are also to set the  
standard of what good 
genetics are available 
for the sorts of tasks 

you may have on your 
farm, and what you 

want to achieve with 
those lines of dogs”

“Ben is a lovely 
stock dog; the way 

that he handles sheep 
is that they accept 

him really quickly.”

sional Loans scheme to  
30th June 2015.

For information on the 
assistance available visit agri-
culture.gov.au/assistance.
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FOR ALMOST a decade 
Greg Leonard and his wife 
Lennice, operating as Dig-
Ezi, have been catering for a 
variety of landscaping needs 

for clients throughout the 
Meander Valley.

They understand what 
the locals want, having  
lived in the Meander Valley 

Launch of youth IT employment initiative

Digging is real easy for Greg and Lennice!

A WEALTH of local informa-
tion is at your fingertips.

Next time you are looking 
for demographic or economic 
information simply visit the 
Meander Valley Council web-
site. Here you can access the 
Meander Valley REMPLAN 
‘Your Community-’ and ‘Your 
Economic-’ Profiles.

Your Community Profile 
enables you to analyse the 
population characteristics of 

your community, understand 
how they have changed over 
time and how they compare 
to other areas. 

The profile answers  
the majority of frequently 
asked socio-demographic 
questions.

Visit Your Economic Profile 
to analyse your local econo-
my at a glance. 

The summary page pro-
vides headline stats on local 

population, employment, 
output, tourism and gross 
regional product (GRP). 

From this page, you can 
explore and understand your 
economy in terms of indus-
try contributions, the role of 
tourism, workforce charac-
teristics and trends.

The data is presented in 
easy to use tables, charts and 
commentary covering a wide 
range of Census questions. 

Wealth of information at your fingertips

THE MEANDER Valley 
Economic Renewal Action 
Group (ERAG) has launched 
a career development  
project for youths wishing 
to enter the field of Informa-
tion Technology.  

“It may surprise  
some members of the 
community that Meander  
Valley residents include very 
experienced and qualified 
technology practitioners. 

 By combining these expert 
mentors with resources  
generously made available 
by other local organisations, 
we are now in a position  
to commence business  
operations” said ERAG 
Technology Portfolio Leader  
Robert Crews, adding “ERAG 

actively promotes the abil-
ity of the Meander Valley  
community to secure its 
own economic future bring-
ing together the strengths of  

its individuals.”
To be initially based in 

Deloraine, this new unit will 
offer a broad spectrum of IT 
services to local businesses, 
such as website design and 
management, software and 
internet games develop-
ment, social media market-
ing, computer systems man-
agement, digital graphics 
and video production. 
 A commission has been 

obtained to build a web-
site to promote a youth  
health issue and discussion 
commenced with Rotary on 
ways to introduce technolo-
gy to support the Tasmanian 
Craft Fair.

A major focus will be the 
rapidly growing world-wide 
Public WiFi industry which 
is projected to have a turno-
ver of $150 billion by 2018. 

 Trials of Public WiFi have 
been conducted during 
recent events which have 
identified exciting interac-
tive marketing concepts 
that have the potential to 
create a burgeoning tech-
nology industry in Meander  
Valley and make full use of 
the arrival of the NBN. 

By creating local IT 
careers, the drift of our 
most talented youth away in 
search of employment can 
be reversed. 

 To encourage the Mean-
der youth to become 
involved with this program, 
an internet-based LAN 
Games Party is to be held in 
Deloraine shortly, with full 
details available soon.

“Our youth is our future, 
as over time they become 
the leaders of the commu-
nity.  It’s up to us to ensure 
their future”, commented  
Mr Crews.  

For further information   
about this initiative  
email robert.crews@erag.
com.au.

“It’s up to us to 
ensure their future”

A NEW independently 
owned Rural Supplies store 
in Westbury has just opened. 
It is Jamieson’s Statewide 
Rural and it currently em-
ploys 3 local staff. 

Located in the herit-
age- listed building in West-
bury formally known as  
Mehegan’s General Store, 
proprietor  Lee Jamieson 
promises a unique rural 
shopping experience.

He prides his business on 
having a great range across 
all farming categories, great 
prices, service and advice.

The shop is located at 44 
William Street, Westbury.

New rural 
store for 
Westbury

Local data can be compared 
to the Northern Region  
and Tasmania figures by 
ticking the ‘Benchmarks’ 
check boxes.

Council, the general  
public, students, commu-
nity groups, organisations,  
business and investors all 
use these profiles to become 
more informed about  
the community in which 
they live.

The profiles present data 
from the Australian Bureau 
of Statistics (ABS) Census 

of Population and Hous-
ing in 2011 and 2006 for the 
local government area, and 
for smaller areas within it  
(e.g. towns and suburbs) and 
are located via the following 
links:
www. m e a n d e r. t a s . g o v. 
au/YourCommunityProfile 
and
www.meander.tas.gov.au/ 
YourEconomicProfile

Article submitted by 
Meander Valley Council

all of their lives. 
From small beginnings 

in 2006 Greg has, with hard 
work and a sense of pride in 
the job, built up the business 

and now has a 3 tonne exca-
vator; 3 tonne Bobcat and 6 
tonne Tip Truck to service 
jobs between Launceston 
and Devonport. 

He is able to tackle a wide 
variety of tasks that confront 
builders, small business oper-
ators and domestic clients.

Dig-Ezi specialises in 
driveways and landscap-
ing. With the use of a Power 
Rake, Greg is able to clean 
up rocky ground and prepare 
lawns for seed sowing quick-
ly and efficiently. “It’s a spe-
ciality tool that gets the job 
done fast and easy” without  

compromising on quality. 
He also does retainer walls, 

paving, footpaths, BBQ are-
as, horse arenas, shed sites 
and general excavations suit-
able for a 6 tonne Tip Truck. 

Although he specialis-
es in smaller jobs Greg will  
contract out for larger loads 
if required.

“The work is top class and 
no job is too difficult” com-
ments Carole, a recent cus-
tomer of Dig-Ezi.

Greg can be contacted  
for a free all service quote 
Monday to Friday on  
0408 543 132.
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Pick up the phone and speak to our friendly team, who will guide you through the process and take your booking. 

Advertising With Us Is As Easy As ...
Choose the type of advert that’s best for you: Display , Services Directory, Community Directory or Classifieds.
Have your Display or Services Directory advert professionally created by Deloraine Signs or your design agency.  
For a Classifieds advert simply phone us or fill out a form. Choose to add a Bold Headline for more impact! 

1
2
3
For Display & Service Directory ads phone 6286 8216 (leave a message, it will send an email). For Classified ads call 6286 8216.

CLASSIFIEDS 
& SERVICES  
DIRECTORY

       CLASSIFIED ADS 

     SERVICES TO OFFER

ACCOUNTING & 
BOOKKEEPING

DELORAINE BEAN COUNTER 
Looking after all your Business 
Accounts, MYOB, Payroll and 
Training needs. Find out more: 
call Zsuzsanna on 0427 362 058. 
delorainebeancounter@gmail 
.com - Central office located 
at: Room 4, 62-64 Emu Bay Rd 
Deloraine TAS 7304.

ANIMAL Communicator. Does 
your animal have behaviour  
issues? Would you like to 
know how your animal feels?  
Ph Liz 6362 1024.

COMPUTER REPAIRS
FOR Computer Repairs, Up-
grades, Accessories & Internet 
Phone Installation. Call Alistair 
Carr. Mobile: 0438 681 290. Email: 
ali_carr47@carrpar.biz

DELORAINE HEALTH 
CLINIC

REGAIN good health now! 
Consultant Herbalist - H/Funds 
Manufacturer of herbal 
medicine/creams. Animals.  
Clinical nutritional advice.  
Body aches and pains. 
B o w e n / E m m e t t  
Therapies - Instructor/Practition-
er. Sandra Parker Ph: 0417 560 719.

JACQUELINE STACEY:
specialising in muscle release 
work using Bowen, Emmett 
and Trigger Point therapies     
Ph: 6362 4335.

     PROFESSIONAL NOTICES

DELORAINE  
MEDICAL CENTRE

DELORAINE Medical would 
like to welcome Dr. Uzma 
Shamim to the practice.  
Dr Shamim has interests in 
family and womens health but 
welcomes all new patients.  
Dr Shamim is working 9.30am - 
5.00pm each day.

Advertising enquiries to:  
advertising@meandervalleygazette.com 
Ph 6286 8216

Your independent community newspaper

9,000 copies distributed FREE 
every month to households & 

available from select retail outlets

Local news, stories and services!

Proudly serving the 
Meander Valley region

For more information, 
please phone (03)6362 3537

Meander Valley Gazette

Graham Automotive & 
Fabrication

Welcoming Andrew Briggs to the Team

All Mechanical Repairs & Servicing

Metal Fabrication & Welding

Approved Inspection Station (AIS)

Old Butter Factory
155 Mole Creek Road,
Deloraine
Heath Graham
Workshop: 63 622 955
Mob: 0403 400 632

Woods
Auto Centre

for all your
Automotive Services

Woods Auto Centre 
specialises in a range 
of mechanical repairs 

from diagnostics & repairs 
to tuning & servicing

E: les.woods1@bigpond.com
75 Emu Bay Road, Deloraine, Tas 7304

Les Woods
Ph:  03 6362 2632 
M:   0427 622 332

Regularly servicing
your area

Locally owned and operated

Avoid expensive plumbing bills - Have your septic tank pumped every 2 years

For prompt and
reliable service

please call Nigel’s
today on

Ask about our reasonable rates

We offer:
Septic tank and grease trap 
pumping
Sludge removal
Portaloos

 ♦ Driveways
 ♦ Lawns 
 ♦ Paths 
 ♦ Paving 
 ♦ Concreting 
 ♦ Retaining Walls
 ♦ Trenching 
 ♦ Drainage 
 ♦ Post Holes 
 ♦ Shed Sites 
 ♦ Log / Rock Grab

dig-ezi.com.au

LANDSCAPING

The Building, Renovation, 
Kitchen, Bathroom & 
Plastering Specialist. 
25 years experience 
Reasonable Rates! 

MOBILE: 0417 522 276 
A/H: (03) 6362 2972

Top quality service  
Friendly advice



Meander Valley Gazette 15May 2015

COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY
                   To place a not-for-profit advertisement please phone 6286 8216

                         SPONSORED BY Deloraine & Districts COMMUNITY BANK® Branch

At Rural Bank, we understand how much is riding on your financial decisions. A Farm Management  
Deposit is a great way to put money aside for later, meaning you can streamline your taxable income  
and earn interest as you go. Not only will it be there when you need it, but every extra dollar will be 
working just as hard as you are.

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited, The Bendigo Centre, Bendigo, VIC 3550. ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. Product issued by Rural Bank Limited, ABN 74 083 938 416 AFSL 238042 and  
distributed by Bendigo Bank. This document has been prepared without taking into account your personal circumstances, objectives, financial situation or needs. Individual circumstances may vary and  
special legislative requirements must be adhered to. You should consult your taxation advisor. For deposit products Bendigo Bank receives a commission of up to 0.25% pa of the average account balance. 
Before making any investment decision you should consider your situation and read the relevant Terms and Conditions available at www.bendigobank.com.au or from any Bendigo Bank branch. Bendigo and 
Adelaide Bank Limited. ABN 11 068 049 178 AFSL 237879. S48125_3 (246917_v1) (22/03/2015)

Connecting People with People.  
Around the region, around the world.

Meander Valley Online (Inc)  
actively supports your community:

• 2 online access centres (Deloraine & Mole Creek)
• Publishers of the region’s Meander Valley Gazette
• Technical IT support valley-wide 

for homes & small business

For more information about our 
services, please call (03) 6362 3537.

$25 Gift Voucher available
from the Deloraine Newsagency,  
AMCAL Chemist, Silk and Roses  
of Chudleigh, Bozzey Cafe in Mole Creek.

Let’s Do It.

P L U M B I N GP T Y . L T D .

David 0417 104 467 - Simon 0408 622 279

•	All Plumbing and Drainage
•	Sewer Jet Drain Cleaning

•	Drainage Camera
•	Cable and Drain Locations

•	Solar Hot Water
•	Backflow Prevention

•	Concrete Cutting and Coring
•	Filtered Water systems
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THE DELORAINE Flames 
Dragon Boat Club extend an 
open invitation for people  
to come and join in the fun on the 
river on Sunday mornings.

They meet by the Meander 
River in Deloraine at 9:45 am for 
a fifteen minute warm up before 
hitting the water.

“It’s good all-over exercise”, 
says Andy Dunn, the team’s 
Sweep, adding, “we have a lot of 
fun and learn about teamwork at 
the same time.”

Peter Ashton started Dragon Boat-
ing in Deloraine; he hopes that even-
tually there will be several Meander 
Valley teams that compete.

“It’s all thanks to Peter Ashton; 
he’s the driving force behind it all”, 
says Andy.

Traditionally, Dragon Boats 
have 20 paddlers, but the Delo-
raine team decided to trial some 
10 paddler boats that are easier to 
manoeuvre in smaller waterways,

‘Sweep’ Andy directs the team, 
so they all start together; the front 

Pictured: Coach, Louise Schaap; Neil Allen and Graeme 
Adair; Bev Parker and Anne Lee; Peter Ashton, and Mark 
Kitteridge; Sweep, Andy Dunn         Photo by: Jan Collett

All aboard for some serious fun 
two paddlers are the stroke set-
ters; and a drummer sits in front 
of them, beating a drum to help 
keep strokes even.

For the more competitive,  
there are regattas held in 
Launceston and Hobart as well 
as championships held at 
Lake Barrington each year.

The Deloraine boats 
have been designed so that 
the dragon 
heads and 
tails can be 
removed.

Andy says 
you don’t 
need much 
practice to be 
able to compete, 
you just need to get 
the timing right so 
paddles don’t clash.

Everyone over the 
age of 12 is warmly invited to 
attend a Sunday morning session. 
The cost is $5 to cover equipment. 
For info call 0409 234 061.

SPORT
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