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ELECTRONIC TIMING 
gates purchased ear-
lier this year have en-
abled Deloraine Little 
Athletics to o�er a far  

Split second sprinters

L to R: Kaiden Eastley, Lucas Sullivan, Zane Arnold, Luke McHugh, Riley Sherri, Amber Sheri, and time keeper, Coran McHugh              Photo by: Mike Moores

more accurate way of 
measuring results for 
track events.

“This gives our ath-
letes a far better chance 
of getting the results 
they need to enter State 

sta� had taken action 
to recover the last out-
standing rates before 
council’s decision in 
March to sell a home 
owned by the Beere-
poots – other than  
writing to the owners.

And Cllr Synfield 
joined with Cllr John 
Temple in question-
ing the price gained for  
the property.

He asked for details 
about council’s duty of 
care to ensure a price 

reflective of the proper-
ty’s true valuation and 
Cllr Temple asked why, 
in behaving as the own-
er of the land, as the 
Local Government Act 
allows, council had set 
no reserve price.

Director of Corpo-
rate Services Johanthan 
Harmey has confirmed 
council o�cers had 
actively pursued the 
outstanding rates since 
a letter was received 
from the family on  

13th June 2012. 
“The last payment of 

rates was received in July 
2010,” Mr Harmey said.

“There have been sev-
eral letters involved, dis-
cussions and meetings.

“Council sta� have 
issued notices of inten-
tion to sell by letter, 
placed notices on the 
properties and adver-
tised the intention  
to sell the property  
twice in The Examiner in 
June 2016. 

“The debts were 
placed into collection 
with the Tasmanian Col-
lection Services. 

A question of reserve
By Sharon Webb

meets,” said commit-
tee member Corran 
McHugh, adding “The 
gates can also be oper-
ated by just one per-
son, which means we 
can run events more 

e�ciently.” The timing 
gates were made in Tas-
mania and cost $7,000. 
The Deloraine and Dis-
tricts Bendigo Bank 
gave $4,000 towards the 
purchase with the rest 

being raised by the club 
and sponsorship from 
local businesses and 
community members. 
Little Athletics meet 
each Saturday at Delo-
raine Primary School  

at 8:45am. 
More info is avail-

able at their new web-
site,   www.deloraine 
littleathletics.com.au or 
call President, Andrew 
Gleeson, on 0409 139 027.

THE MEANDER Valley 
Council has confirmed 
that it used various 
methods to get unpaid 
rates from the owners 
of a Mole Creek home 
and that a reserve  
price was set when it  
finally sold the property 
in September.

At the September 
council meeting Cllr 
Rodney Synfield ques-
tioned whether council 

A vehicle was seized 
under a warrant to  
sell property and sold 
in early 2013 with the  
revenue applied to the 
outstanding debts.”

He said that council 
sta� kept councillors 
informed of progress  
on the situation  
through workshops and 
through their monthly 
briefing reports. 

“The property was 
sold at public auction 
where all members  
of the public were able 
to purchase it and  
it was sold to the person 
who o�ered the high-

est price. The market 
determined the value of  
the property at the pub-
lic auction.”

Mr Harmey con-
firmed council had 
complied with the Local 
Government Act in  
setting a reserve  
price for the Beerepoots’ 
property.

“Council set a reserve 
to cover Sections  
139(1)(a) and 139(1)(b), 
which has been the 
practice in previous 
public auctions for sale 
of land for unpaid rates.” 

By Joanne Eisemann

Continued on  Page 2...
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Editorial enquiries:
Contributions welcomed! 
Email: editor@meanderval-
leygazette.com Ph: 6286 8212 
(leave a message, it will send 
an email).
 
Editorial closing date for 
December 2017 issue is 
17th November.

Advertising enquiries:
Email: advertising@mean-
dervalleygazette.com Ph: 
6286 8216 (leave a message,  
it will send an email).

Advertising closing date 
for December 2017 issue is: 
13th November.

Photo sales
Many of the photos in this 
publication are available for 
sale in varying sizes. For fur-
ther information please call 
6286 8216 or email photos@
meandervalleygazette.com

Please Note
While every care is taken  
the producers of Meander 
Valley Gazette cannot be  
held liable for any publica-
tion errors in written material  
or advertisements. The opin-
ions expressed, whether  
by paid advertisement or edi-
torial content do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of this 
newspaper. Some material 
may be abbreviated due to 
space availability.

This newspaper is published 
by Meander Valley Online Inc 
21West Parade, Deloraine 7304 
ABN: 89090614412. 9,000  
copies are printed each  
month on paper made in Tas-
mania. Delivered to all homes 
in Meander Valley.

Home Delivery & Digital
If you live in Meander Valley 

Municipality and 
are not receiving 
Meander Valley 
Gazette at your 

home each month, you 
may have a ‘no junk mail’  
notice on your letterbox. 
Drop in or contact our 
o�ce (Ph: 6362 3537 
or email general@
meandervalleygazette.com) 
to get your ‘Please deliver 
Meander Valley Gazette’ 
weatherproof sticker at  
no charge. 

To receive a digital copy 
of the paper each month, 
please email general@
meandervalleygazette.com

In My Opinion...

Letters In...

By Joanne Eisemann
Managing Editor
IT’S AN exciting time for the 
Gazette team, as our long-
held goal of moving from 16 
to 20 pages begins to look a 
lot more likely.

 It’s a bit like standing at the 
edge of a precipice with some 
of us asking “are we going to 
be able to take this leap and 
successfully make it?” 

As with many small busi-
nesses that are ready to expand, 
things can become a little clut-
tered just before the big jump  
is taken. If you have noticed 
that our paper has lately been 
looking full to the brim with 
stories and advertising, that’s 
the reason why. Rest assured,  
once we move to 20 pages the 
extra space will restore some 
much-needed breathing space. 

While on the top-
ic of the paper, it’s a good 
time to express our heart-
felt appreciation to the 

many businesses, services, 
Meander Valley Council,  
politicians, and government 
agencies who advertise 
with us. Thank you for your  
vital support!

In other thrilling news,  
Meander Valley Online Inc has 
been named as a finalist for its proj-
ect Meander Valley Gazette in the 
Tasmanian Community Group of 
the Year Awards. Winners are to 
be announced on 1st December. 

If you like the work we 
do, you can vote for us  
in the People’s Choice section 
of Tasmanian Community 
Achievment Awards. Go to 
their facebook poll https://poll.
fbapp.io/tascaa17 to vote. Poll-
ing closes on 27th  November. 

Alternatively, you might  
like to vote for the other  
Meander Valley finalist,  
Christmas Hills Raspberry 
Farm Café; they are up for the 
Agriculture Award.

I AM an avid mountain biker 
but at present have to travel 
well outside the district to 
ride on trails.

This is a shame as Delo-
raine and our great region has 
fantastic potential for devel-
oping this form of recreation.

I have seen great partici-
pation across a broad cross  
section of people at events 
(age 10 – 60+).

Excellent trails are being 
built by volunteers in Devon-
port and Penguin.

With the success of plac-
es like Derby,   it seems to be 
a common misconception 

that trails have to be built at  
great expense.

I would like to invite any land-
holders who have bush blocks 
to contact me and discuss the 
possibility of creating trails.

Good trails can be built 
in relatively small blocks of 
land with little impact, and 
this could be the basis of  
Deloraine & Districts forming 
its own club.

Corran McHugh

“THE BEST classroom in  
the world, is at the feet of an 
older person”. 

 The Director of Meander 
Valley Creative Ageing Fes-
tival, Alexandra  Morse, said 
she wasn’t sure where she 
heard this quote, but she said 
it summed up the  ‘social con-
nectedness’ experienced by 
the residents and students  
from Our Lady of Mercy   
Primary School during the 

creative art puppet project, 
‘Wild Things’.

Each student ‘buddied  
up’ with a resident to  
make and name their fun  
animal puppets.

Everyone involved in the  
25 event festival, expressed 
their passion for facilitating 
ways to help people connect 
with each other through  
sharing their stories while 
engaging in creative art.

The Beerepoot home, Blue 
Wren Hideaway, was owned 
by a family who also owned 
a farm and a shop associated 
with the family’s business, 
the Melita Honey Farm.

Meander Valley Council 
was poised to sell all three 
properties because it was 
owed $9,332 in rates. An 
anonymous donor paid the 
rates on the honey business 
properties, ostensibly because 
of the business’ tourist value 
to Chudleigh, leaving $3,500 
in outstanding rates.

Around 20 registered bid-
ders and interested parties 
attended the September auc-
tion; the home was bought by 
an over-the-phone bidder for 
$120,000 after just six minutes. 

money from him.”
The   owners (Beerepoots), 

say ‘’Whilst we do claim that 
the land belongs to God at no 
time have we formed, stated 
or expressed the opinion that 
Council should seek payment 
from Him.”

The statement in the  
article was taken as a quote 
from Mayor Perkins during a 
media Q&A, but was not refer-
enced as such in the story.  

AN ARTICLE in the October 
edition of Meander Valley  
Gazette titled ‘Bittersweet sale’ 
contained a statement that  
is misleading.

The article, concerning  
Meander Valley Council’s 
sale of a Mole Creek prop-
erty to recoup rates, said 
“The owners refused to pay 
because, in their opinion, the 
land belonged to God and  
the council should seek the 

The starting bid was $20,000.
Remaining funds from the 

sale after council has covered 
rates and auction costs will be 
returned to the Beerpots.

The family refused to 
pay rates because, accord-
ing to their letter to council: 
“Council’s world view is that  
the ‘law of the land’ governs 
life and thus also provides 
progress, growth and security. 
On the other hand, we believe 
that our Heavenly Father is 
Sovereign and that He reigns 
today, thus we worship 
Him and Him alone so that  
His will is established on 
the earth … you are asking  
us to bow down to a false  
god which is something  
we cannot do.”

Wild things on show

Retraction of quote in paper

Kanangra resident Patricia Stanley engages in some puppet play 
with 6yr old Astryd Johnson from Our Lady of Mercy Primary.

THE ANNUAL Deloraine 
Craft Fair is an amazing 
event. So too is the Meander 
Valley Council’s once a year 
spruce up of the town.

A. R. Trounson, Needles

Story and photo by Hayley Manning

A question of reserve ...continued from Page 1
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THE NORTH West junior 
fire competitions have been   
won by a team from Meander 
Fire Brigade.

By getting placings in each 
of their events they were 
awarded the aggregate trophy.

Meander Brigade Member, 
Grant Flowers, explained how 
they enter a team or two in 
the comps each year.

“We run our junior fire bri-
gade monthly, we’ve got about 
10 junior members,” he said.

“During the year we try 
and think of a few good fun  
things for them to do. People 
might have things they want 
burned so we use them as  
a junior training exercise.  
Then theylight them up under 
supervision.”

This year’s comp was run at 
St Leonards Primary. Their six 
member team had to rotate 
one person out each time 
because only five juniors are 
allowed for each event.

By David Claridge

Cllr King’s sincere and unreserved apology
By Sharon Webb ment” her comments at the  

council meeting of 15th 
November last year may have 
caused them.

The three-member pan-
el also said Cr King should  
be cautioned against making 
inappropriate public state-
ments which may cause 
o�ence or embarrassment  
to any individual or comm- 
unity group.

A hearing at the Westbury 
Community Health Cen-
tre on 5th July  heard from  
MARRA spokesperson Bohdi 
McSweeney that its 70- 
person membership was 

“deeply o�ended and shocked 
by Cllr King’s reference  
to them”, and that her  
comments were “outrageous 
and humiliating.”

Cllr King told the panel that 
she had intended to alert rate-
payers to the waste of time 
and funds that a former com-
plaint by Meander resident 
Bronte Booth had caused 
council. She confirmed that 
“the context (of her com-
ments) was correct but  
she believed she may have 
been misquoted.”

She said in hindsight she 
should have chosen her words 

A MEANDER Valley Coun-
cillor has apologised publicly 
for making o�ensive com-
ments about a community 
group campaigning against 
the use of the former Mean-
der School property as a drug 
treatment facility.

A local government code 
of conduct panel required 
Cllr Tanya King to “sincere-
ly and unreservedly apolo-
gise to members of Meander  
Residents and Ratepayers 
Association (MARRA Inc) for 
any o�ence or embarrass-

L to R: Dylan Flowers, 17, and Lachie Gleeson, 15, both from Meander were part of the winning team in the recent Junior Fire Brigade competition.

Hosing down the 
competition

The team got silver in fire-
man’s football, a bronze med-
al in the tanker rescue and 
a bronze in the dutch roll. In 
a sealed event, a twister-fire 
hybrid game they got gold, 

more carefully, describing 
them as ‘cheeky’.

The panel found Cllr King 
had breached Local Govern-
ment Act requiring coun-
cillors to “treat all persons  
with courtesy, fairness, dig-
nity and respect” and “not 

cause any reasonable person 
o�ence or embarrassment”.

It found Cllr King’s com-
ments “gratuitous and sar-
castic” and had caused Mr 
Booth and one or more of 
the MARRA Inc members 
o�ence or embarrassment.

Troubles with transport?
THIS NOVEMBER, the  
Department of State Growth 
seeks Meander Valley’s bus 
riders’ feedback on Devon-
port to Launceston and Mole 
Creek to Launceston public 
bus services.

For feedback on why you 
take the currently under-

used Mole Creek-Launceston 
service, and on viable alter-
natives, like a students’ only 
service or using the Devon-
port-Launceston route, con-
tact www.transport.tas.gov.
au/project2018, project2018 
@stategrowth.tas.gov.au, or 
call 6166 4473. 

making them overall winners.
“Our junior program has 

been really good for our  
brigade. We’ve been doing 
it now for some 15 years.  
Six juniors have carried on  

into our senior ranks.
“Because they come out  

of the juniors they are so  
well trained, they don’t take 
much training for proper fire-
fighting,” said Grant.

Photo by: Mike Moores
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Westmorland Falls.        Photo by: Jade Hallam

your boots dirty.   Going wide 
from the path leads to degra-
dation of the zone; besides, it’s 
fun to tramp in the squelch.  

 Since the floods of 2016, the 
viewing platform at the falls 
has been shifted downstream, 
now providing steps to reach 
the riverbed.   Climb down, 
find a rock seat and take in the 
commanding view of a water-
washed vertical sheer.

Above, the forest clings to 
the river escarpment.  How 
long will its grip last, given the 
tangle of trees and man ferns 
lodged below?   The crashing 
sound of falling, rushing water 
dominates. The party is loud.

Westmorland Falls walk 
provides two hours, return, to 
observe plant diversity across 
a forest environ.   And you’ll 
take home an appreciation for 
the huge power of water to 
amplify nature’s ever-evolv-
ing landscape.  

I recommend going home 

trees with an understory of 
cutting grass and bracken.

  At first, the path has a 
covering of leaf litter and 
bark fall. Occasional board-
walk gets you over marsh 
and moss rock steps have 
been thoughtfully placed to 
facilitate traverse.   As the  
forest gets damper, ferns 
make their appearance along 
with sassafras and myrtle 
trees.  The soundtrack chang-
es too as beyond the line  
of sight, rushing water  
promises you’re heading in 
the right direction.  The Park’s 
infrastructure is useful but 
hasn’t taken over all possibility  
for a slippery adventure.    
As the track begins to ascend 
across the hill face, roots dom-
inate and after the bridge,  
a section of mud.  

Do not be coy about getting 

WALKING IN wild places 
is something to celebrate, 
like a party.   When moving 
through the trees I like to see 
who has turned up, vegeta-
tion-wise.  The path to West-
morland Falls is a fascinating, 
changeable forest crowd.

To get there, travel from 
Deloraine through the conviv-
ial village of Chudleigh. Take 
the road straight out of town 
and head toward rural Cave-
side. Veer right along Wet 
Caves Road to the Mole Creek 
Karst Conservation Area. At 
the end of the bitumen, turn 
left up the dirt road and drive 
to a well-marked car pull o�.

 From here, an orange trian-
gle marker points to a hard-
ened track which takes you 
into a forest of tall eucalypt, 
blackwood and dogwood 

Westmorland Falls walk
By Tara Ulbrich

spond well to regular dressings 
of liquid manure, and should 
be mulched well to keep their 
roots moist. They need good 
strong stakes to withstand our 
springtime winds.

Penstemons have not 
enjoyed our wet spring 
months so well, and some 
have had to be replaced by 
new seedlings.

NOVEMBER IS the month 
when all the hard work in the 
perennial beds comes to frui-
tion. Delphiniums, (pictured) 
are among the most striking   
of our early summer bloom-
ers. If they have been planted 
in moist, well-manured soil, 
and weeds kept in check, they 
are the most rewarding of the 
gardener’s diligence. They re-

Forget-me-nots, (Myoso-
tis),  despite their dainty blue 
flowers, can be a menace if 
left to seed. Their sticky seeds 
attach themselves to fur and 
feather and clothing, to spring 
up in all sorts of inconvenient 
places. Fortunately, they are 
easily removed before they  
set seed. 
In the vegie garden. Although 
many gardeners prefer to 
sow the seeds of cucum-
bers, pumpkins and zucchi-
nis directly into the beds, it 
seems to be simpler to plant 

MEANDER VALLEY - 
 GET INVOLVED

THE LIONS Club of West-
bury have started a battery 
drive in order to recycle waste 
and raise funds. 

If you have any used  
vehicle batteries they can 
be dropped o� at Westbury 
Rural Services in Westbury. 
Bulk pickups can be arranged 
by calling the club Secretary 
Phil Steers on 0419 858 880. 

Funds raised from the  
drive will be used to help  
cover costs of the Adrian 
Geard Memorial Scholarship 
for Nursing. This scholar-
ship is for a local second year  
nursing student. 

Holler for some batteries

the seed in boxes of good pot-
ting mix, and then plant them 
out into well-manured soil 
when they germinate. In this 
way, the seeds can be brought 
on undercover, and planted 
when the soil is warm.

via the township of Mole 
Creek.   If it is late, grab din-
ner at the hotel or restau-
rant in the main street and if  
you’re early, find a café, cake 
and co�ee.

Delphinium
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Westbury Primary School students dance around the maypole that was gifted to Westbury, from Wiltshire England, in 1973.                        Photo by: Elizabeth Douglass

IT MIGHT not be May, but 
Westbury Village Green on a 
sunny Saturday in October is 
the perfect place for a may-
pole. The Maypole Festival is 
hosted by Westbury Primary 
School and, like school fetes 
all over Australia, has gift and 
plant stalls, musical entertain-
ment  and good things to eat. 

What makes this Westbury 
day special is the maypole. 

Westbury Primary School 
students danced around the 
maypole throughout the day, 
carrying on a tradition estab-
lished in 1973 when a may-
pole was gifted to Westbury 

from their namesake village 
in Wiltshire England, to cele-
brate the school’s 150th year.

More than 2500 gathered 
back then, to view children 
from Hagley and Westbury 
Primary schools dance the 
ribbons into intricate patterns 
around the pole.  

This October, families and 
friends of Westbury Primary 
School gathered once again 
to watch children of the town 
dancing around the pole. 
Weaving patterns such as the 
barber’s pole, spider’s web, sin-
gle and double plaits were all 
accomplished with rhythm and 
grace. A whole lot of fun and 
just a tiny pinch of mayhem!

Wiltshire to Westbury
By Elizabeth Douglass

HOW WILL you pay for your 
funeral? Do you know the 
pros and cons of funeral in-
surance? Do you have to have 
a co�n? How can you donate 
your body to science? Can 
you be buried at sea? 

All these questions 
and many others  will be  

answered during a free talk in 
November in Westbury, given 
by an experienced lawyer.

Sarah House from Launces-
ton Community Legal Centre 
(LCLC) will be giving a talk 
on Thursday 17th November 
2017 at 11.00am at the West-
bury Community Health  

Death, frequently asked questions
Centre. The talk is called 
‘Before Death/After Death’. 
It includes everything people 
need to know to make deci-
sions for when they die, and 
provides crucial information 
for people should a close fami-
ly member or friend pass away.

Sarah explained that rath-
er than a dry and depressing 
talk, it is lively, upbeat and 
interesting. “Unfortunately, 
everyone dies. Being prepared 
can save you and your fami-
ly thousands of dollars, save 
time, and save stress. Know 
what the law says, and how 
it a�ects you”. She further 
explained that getting timely 
legal advice can save thou-
sands of dollars and that the 
LCLC can provide this advice 
free of charge. 

Come along on the 17th, 
bring a friend and learn some-
thing! Morning tea will be pro-
vided. Time is given for ques-
tion and answer after the talk. 

To make a free appoint-
ment to speak to one of  
the LCLC solicitors please  
ring 6334 1577.

MANY SMILING faces can 
be seen in Mole Creek after 
the town was named the Tidy 
Town 2017 winner for their 
population size (501 -1000).

Judging took place during 
October, with Sibelco, Old 
Wesley Dale, Stephens Hon-
ey Farm, Wychwood Garden, 

The Memorial Hall and Pri-
mary School all taking part. 

“Community spirit played 
an important part in the judg-
ing process, as did sustainabil-
ity, recent achievements and 
future plans,” said Mole Creek 
Progress Association Presi-
dent, Michal Frydrych.

Tidy Town = Mole Creek
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Blogging for a living
By Emma Hodgkinson
TRAVELLING  AND blogging 
for ten years, visiting all sev-
en continents and more than 
fifty di�erent countries, Meg-
an Jerrard and her husband 
Mike have now made the 
small Meander Valley town 
of Kimberley their home 
base. “Kimberley is the per-
fect place for us; it’s an hour 
from Launceston, two hours 
to Hobart, and half an hour to 
the beaches in Devonport.”

Megan has been travelling 
since 2007. She spent a gap 
year in the UK after complet-
ing year twelve. “I was a board-
ing school assistant. I had 
accommodation in exchange 
for working with the kids. It 
gave me seventeen weeks to 
travel around Europe during 
the school holidays.”

Megan then went to Uni-
versity for five years and con-
tinued to travel during the 
holidays. “I’d volunteer abroad 
every semester break and I 
would be travelling some-
where as much as I could.”

Megan has always enjoyed 
journalistic writing, so she 
started a blog in 2007 for her 
parents to know how she was 
coping overseas. It was in 2013 
that Megan met a photo jour-
nalist who made a career out 
of travel blogging, inspiring 
Megan to do the same.

To turn her hobby into a 
profession however, Megan 
had to put a large amount of 
extra time and money into 
online marketing to make her-
self known. She started receiv-
ing income within a year of 
making her blog a profession. 

“It’s one of those things 
where you have to put an 
e�ort into building an audi-
ence, very much like a news-
paper or magazine.” 

Before earning money 
through her blog, Megan did 
hospitality work overseas.

“Two years after that, I man-
aged to quit my job, earning full 
time income through my blog.”

Megan advises to research 
the place you want to go 
before going based simply on 

someone’s recommendation. 
“Before travelling, research 
where it is that you’re going. 
Make sure that there is 

something that draws you 
to that destination,” Megan 
said, adding; “Just because 
someone tells you, ‘You 

should go here, we loved it’,  
it doesn’t mean that you 
will.” Find out more at www.
mappingmegan.com

Megan Jerrard with the tools of her trade at her new home in Kimberley.      Photo by: Mike Moores

WIN DINNER for two  
at Deloraine’s Empire  
Hotel with your story of  
your favourite walk in the  
Meander Valley.

Or, if you’re under 15, 
your walk story could win a  
family day pass to Trowunna 
Wildlife Park.

The Meander Valley Tour-
ist Association, with Tourism 

Tasmania, wants to devel-
op 20 great walks to attract 
tourists to stay longer in the 
Meander Valley. 

Your story or poem about 
your favourite walk could be the 
basis of one of these 20 walks.

Entries of no more than 250 
words should be submitted 
by 30th November  to info 
@theempiredeloraine.com

Walk your way to dinner

Sports lighting upgrade
UPGRADED LIGHTING at 
Prospect Vale Park will add to 
the usability of the ground for 
football and soccer, accord-
ing to Cllr Richardson.

Meander Valley Council 
approved a budget reallo-
cation of $152,100 on condi-
tion it receives funding from 
two grants to the Prospect  
Vale Junior AFL Club from  
the State Government and  
the AFL Facilities Develop-
ment Reserve.

Council testing has 
revealed that current lighting 
is at less than 50 lux level rath-
er than the AFL–recommend-
ed 150 lux minimum.

Cllr Bob Richardson said  
in excess of 1000 touch foot-
ballers use the ground.

Council sta� commented 
that improved lighting to 200 
lux would future-proof the 
facility as well as enabling the 
possibility for clubs to host 
night games.
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Dramatic Society's 20th Originals Only Night
DELORAINE DRAMATIC Socie-
ty’s 20th Originals Only Night at 
7.00pm, 18th November features 
local and visiting performers 
from the Coast and Hobart.

Sharing original music, instru-

mental works, poetry, story telling 
and song at Deloraine’s Mean-
der Valley Performing Arts Little  
Theatre. with Mistress of Ceremo-
nies, Cat Smith, their lively vari-
ety and musical colour gets live  

audience feedback. 
Like an evening surprising-

ly moved by skill, sound and 
courage of new works and new 
artists? Tickets are $8.00 at the 
door. Supper by donation.

By Sharon Webb

THREE ARTISTS have 
dubbed their part of Emu Bay 
Rd ‘the Paris end of Delo-
raine’ since establishing Gal-
lery 5 three months ago.

Watercolour artist Steve 
Howells, whose vibrant Tas-
manian streetscapes we’ve 
seen in Deloraine main street 
galleries for seven years, says 
Gallery 5 has been warmly 
welcomed by local business 
neighbours Field Rabbit and 
the Corner Craft.

“We’re adding to the French 
feel with a table and chair out-
side, a French umbrella is on 
the way – and maybe even a 
poodle!” he said.

“The Corner Craft alpaca 
shop is playing CDs of Paris-
ian music and Ben at Field 
Rabbit is playing music on his 
very elaborate sound system. 
The three of us were a venue 
for the November Craft Fair.”

The three Gallery 5 artists, 

Steve, Fiona Francois and 
Patrick Haddock are clearly 
having fun in their new space, 
having taken the risk of going 
out on their own from Delo-
raine Creative Studios.

“We renovated the gal-
lery space ourselves and did 
the signage – we’re artists 
and we can do that,” said 
Fiona, whose mystical, wild-
eyed women with romantic  
medusa locks flit across 
the gallery wall all the way  
to Tasmania’s windswept 
Central Highlands.

“People are intrigued by my 
paintings; they’re often inspired 
by driftwood,” she said.

“During the Craft Fair I was 
painting just outside the gal-
lery and lots of people stopped 
for a look and a chat.”

Gallery 5’s di�erentiating 
factor is that all three artists 
use the gallery as a studio, 
creating works in public. It’s 
a marketing strategy tactic 
rarely used by many Tasma-

nian artists, who create in pri-
vate and simply use galleries 
to show the end product. 

It builds on Deloraine’s rep-
utation as a town of creatives.

Mind you, Gallery 5’s third 
artist, Patrick Haddock, 
does not live in Deloraine  
but in the town he refers  
to as “Deloraine’s famous 
suburb”, Devonport.

To his knowledge, Patrick 
is the only papertole artist 
in Tasmania: a three-dimen-
sional paper craft sometimes 
called decoupage and  rep-
resented most cutely in the 
gallery by a determined- 
looking platypus crawling 
over unmistakeably Tassie 
riverbank rocks.

“We’re finding people enjoy 
the light bright atmosphere in 
Gallery 5 and the opportunity to 
chat with artists,” Patrick said.

But if visitors find the gal-
lery door locked, chances are 
a sign will be on the door: ‘Just 
ducked next door for a co�ee.’
And you’re invited to join 
them for one of Field Rabbit’s 
high-class lattés.

   Photo by: Mike Moores

 From L-R: Patrick Haddock, Fiona Francois and Steve Howells teamed up to open Gallery 5.

Art de trio at Gallery 5
THIS YEAR, a gathering  
of over 100 members of  
the extended Mitchelson 
family and friends attended 
the launch of a book cele-
brating the life and times of 
Alan Mitchelson.

The Mitchelson family 
arrived from Canada to set-
tle in northern Tasmania over 
160 years ago. Their descend-
ant Alan, who will be 92 in 
February, has been part of the 
Westbury community since 
his birth – growing up on the 
farm, attending local schools, 
working hard and raising a 
family – packing a great deal 
of experience and humour into 
an entire lifetime on the land.

The book, Alan Mitchelson, 
Stories of A Tough Old Farmer, 
has been written by Helene 
Gunn, one of Alan’s eight 
grandchildren. 

Starting with many inter-
views of Alan, conducted by 
Helene, her mother Janette 
and father Ian, as well as 

many other family members, 
the book collects the stories 
of her grandfather’s life, fam-
ily photos and a great deal of 
historical research and docu-
mentation into a fascinating 
history of this farming family.

Alan’s mother Nellie was a 
keen photographer and imag-
es of family life on the farm 
are a highlight of the book.

At the launch, Helene out-
lined the family history and 
shared some of Alan’s stories. 
Alan proudly signed copies 
of the book with Helene, and 
caught up with old friends 
over afternoon tea. 

A display of family mem-
orabilia included his old 
footy boots. One of the four 
remaining members of the 
Westbury Tigers team that 
won the 1948 State Premier-
ship, Alan continues to make 
Westbury proud to this day. 

Soft cover books are still 
available for $40.00. Contact 
Helene Gunn on 0437 209 475, 
hmitchelson89@gmail.com.

By Elizabeth Douglass

Mitchelson's milestones
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Richardson’s tasty redskins
Alan Richardson tends his tomato seedlings in his wood-heated glasshouse at Westbury.

By Lorraine Clarke

WHERE WOULD we be 
without tomatoes, onions, 
and the humble spud? 

They are the indispensable 
mainstays of our diet and,  
as everyone knows, they  
taste so much better when 
home-grown. 

Getting tomatoes to 
bear from seed in the short  
Tasmanian summer can be 
problematic, but Allan Rich-
ardson does the hard work 
and gives them a head start in 
his wood-heated glasshouses.

For twenty years, Allan 
and Edna have been pro-
ducing quality seedlings for 
those who love to grow their  
own veg. 

The seed-raising year 
begins in the depths of  
Westbury winter, when Allan 
sows about 14 colourful vari-
eties of tomatoes such as 
Black Russian, Rouge de  
Marmande, Oxheart, Tommy 
Toe, Cherry Roma and the 

golden Jubilee.
Tiny fragile plants are 

pricked out of the wooden 
flats into individual pots to 
grow on until they are stur-
dy enough to plant out. Edna 
has been known to fill 1,000 
pots in an afternoon, so she is 
assured of a job for life. 

They set o� in the chilly 
small hours to sell their seed-
lings at Devonport and Burnie 
farmers’ markets every week 
until late November. 

Local customers also  
collect their favourite varieties 
from the Richardsons’ home, 
where tubs of sweet-smell-
ing kitten-faced pansies line  
the driveway.

Allan also sells seed pota-
toes on behalf of a mate,  
Kennebecs and Tasmania’s 
own variety Pink Eye. He can’t 
help but raise some flowers 
and bulbs as well, such as  
liliums and polyanthus.

“When I was a little boy, my 
mother drew an “A” for Allan 
in the soil, and sowed some 

radishes in it. I’ve loved grow-
ing things ever since.”

One of the lesser-known 
uses of the Gazette is for wrap-
ping onion seedlings. Allan 
produces bumper crops of 
red, brown and white onion 
plants from seed sown in June 
in his home-built polytunnels, 
but does he perchance have 
leek seedlings?

“Well no, but if I wasn’t so 
lazy, and if I got out of bed 
before 500 a.m., and if I wasn’t 
78, I’d probably grow more 
things,” he said.

“We’ve had a bit of fun. 
We’ve met a lot of good peo-
ple. We don’t make much 
money, but who wants to be 
the richest man in the ceme-
tery? I reckon I’ll do another  
5 years before I retire, and 
then have 5 years o�.”

Gardeners can pick up 
plants from 10 Jones Street, 
Westbury, or call 6393 1491.

Allan now has a Facebook 
page to showcase his healthy 
plants: www.facebook.com/
richardsontomato.

Photo by: Mike Moores Firefighter’s big stair climb
AS FIRE brigades train for 
what is predicted to be a 
busy bushfire season, a local  
volunteer had some extra 
training to do to compete 
against firefighters from all 
over Australia.

Elizabeth Town Volunteer 
Firefighter and Brigade Chief, 
Richard Bennett, was nominat-
ed by his brigade to compete 
in the Firefighter Stair Climb in 
Melbourne in September.

“We don’t do a lot of stair 
climbing in Elizabeth Town, 
but my brigade nominated 
me so I took it up as a chal-
lenge,” he said.

The annual event involves 
raising money to fight depres-
sion, PTSD and suicide before 
tackling a gruelling 28 floor 
stair climb with 25kg’s of gear 
in Melbourne.

“I had to get fairly fit for it, 
so I did a lot of training at the 
gym in Deloraine, also run-
ning up a lot of stairs with a 
backpack on at  Leven Can-
yon. There are 700 steps there 
and I also visited the zig zag 

By David Claridge track at the Gorge.
“It was amazing support 

that we got from a lot of the 
local brigades and businesses.” 
Richard was one of 13 from 
Tasmania who went over, as 
well as 45 from New Zealand, 
some from the United States 
as well as mainland firefighters 
to make around 650 entrants.

For a first go, Richard fin-
ished 56th with a time of five 
minutes and two seconds.

However, he finished 4th in 
fundraising, making almost 
$7,000, to go towards Lifeline 
and the Black Dog Institute. 
For his fundraising e�orts he 
received a trophy.

“I would like to try it again. 
I would like to get a team 
together from Deloraine and 
Elizabeth Town next year.”

“Doing this I’ve discovered 
that there are firefighter stair 
climbs all over the world, so 
who knows where we might 
end up at the next one.”

At the time of publishing, 
the Firefighters 2017 Chari-
ty fund was just short of its  
target of $500,000.

THE EVENT is organised as a three 
day camp and aimed at young 
beef enthusiasts from ages 8 to 
25 years of all experience levels. 
Participants attend workshops as 
well as heifer, handlers and cattle 
assessment competitions. 

Great prizes on o�er include 
a Simmental heifer donated by 

Damelee Simmentals, trips to  
junior camps on the mainland and 
lots more. 

The expo will host industry 
leading presenters and judges 
from Tasmania and the main-
land. Entries will close on the 17th  
November. For info, email   
tas.junior.beef.expo@gmail.com 

Junior beef expo, Deloraine 19th-21st January 2018
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Gentlemen only for T’s
By Lorraine Clarke

Photo by: Mike Moores
Talitha Davis with her antique barber’s chair

ARE YOU one of the long-
term residents of Deloraine 
who remembers Max Bell’s 
Barber Shop? 

If so, perhaps you can assist 

Talitha Davis, the new oper-
ator of Sweeney T’s Barber 
Shop in the original premises, 
who is seeking photos of the 
former business to decorate 
her walls. She said, “A lot of 

my clients so far have com-
mented on this being the old 
original barber shop. I’m too 
young to remember it, but my 
dad and father-in-law have 
told me all about it. I love the 
authenticity of it, and the his-
tory behind it.”

Talitha is a local girl, a  
fully qualified hairdresser who 
was doing haircuts for family 
and friends at home. Demand 
for her services grew so much 
that she decided to open her 
own shop. As she works days 
at Motorcycle City, her bar-
ber’s shop currently oper-
ates on Tuesdays and “weird 
hours”, with plans to open 
full time next year if clientele 
increases su�ciently.

“I haven’t run a barber’s 
shop before. But my passion 
in hairdressing has always 
been men’s haircuts. Men 
are super easy to get along 
with. The haircuts are quick 
and fun. The guys don’t feel 
intimidated because it’s only 
me there. And so far, the 
response I’ve had has been 
amazing. The majority of the 
clients I’ve had have already 
said they prefer a Barber Shop 
to a salon. This di�ers from a 
salon because it’s Men Only.  
A place where guys can book 
in or walk in as they please. It’s 
a relaxed atmosphere without 

the crowdedness of a salon.”
It must be admitted that 

Talitha’s success is due in 
part to a degree of bribery. 
Over-18’s are treated to a free 
beer, and reluctant kids are  
persuaded to have that hair-
cut with lollies.

“My services are basic: 
men’s haircut, boy’s haircut, 
buzz cut, beard trim, haircut 

& beard trim, with pension-
er discounts. None of my  
services takes more than 25 
minutes. So it’s quick and 
easy for people.”

Guys can treat themselves 
to a genuine bloke’s haircut 
at Sweeney T’s Barber Shop 
opposite Service Tas in Delo-
raine, or call Talitha for an 
appointment on 0418 300 611.

My passion in  
hairdressing has always 

been men’s haircuts
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COMMUNITY
DIRECTORY

Not-for-profit adverts. Ph: 6286 8216

SPONSORED BY MEANDER VALLEY ONLINE INC

Deloraine and
Mole Creek

Online Access Centres
• Computer Courses

• Internet & Wi-Fi
• Printing & Scanning

• Learn in a friendly place
• LINC services

• Technology help & advice

Phone: 6363 2030 
48 Pioneer Drive, 

Mole Creek TAS 7304

Meander Valley Online (Inc)  
actively supports the Meander 
Valley community by providing:

• 2 online Centres for internet & training 
in Deloraine and Mole Creek

• the publishing of Meander Valley Gazette
• the sponsoring of this paper’s  

Community Directory
• Technical IT Support valley-wide  

for home & small business 

Established January 1998

Connecting People with People.  
Around the region, around
the world.

Date and Time Event Details

Events Diary Planning an event? Then make sure everyone knows about it. Simply email the details to 
editor@meandervalleygazette.com - remember to plan in advance so you don’t miss out!

Friday 10th November  6.00pm Steak Night Deloraine Ex-Service Club     Entertainer:  Glen Nichols  Country/Rock

Saturday 11th November     7.30pm sharp Western Tiers Film Society - "Elle" Little Theatre, 2 Meander Valley Rd. Deloraine    France    Drama  130min  Rated: R    Ph: 0418 389 868

Saturday 11th & Sunday 12th November Gardenfest    Entally House 782 Meander Valley Rd, Hadspen   10.00am-4.00pm  For more info Ph: 6393 6201

Saturday 11th November  8.30am - 5.00pm Westbury Agricultural Show Westbury Showgrounds, Lyttleton Street,      Enquiry Ph 03 6392 2120 Mobile 0427 922 124

Wednesday 15th November  6.30pm Social games night Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Road, Deloraine     All ages   $5.00 includes  supper    Ph:  6362 2678 to book

Last day to register 17th November Tasmanian Junior Beef Expo     Apply now For more info or an entry form - email tas.junior.beef.expo@gmail.com or download from Facebook page 

Friday 17th November   7.30pm sharp Trivia Night (Folk Museum) Rotary Pavilion, Alveston Drive, Deloraine  $10.00   BYO Drinks & Nibbles  Supper provided  book Ph: 6368 1296

Friday 17th November  2.00pm - 4.00pm Wellways to Health Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Rd    Contact Allan Johnson 0437 208 095   4 sessions over 4 weeks   Free

Saturday 18th November    1.45pm - 5.00pm Longford Spring Flower Show Longford Town Hall,   67 Wellington Street, Longford    Phone Evelyn  6391 2550 for more information

Saturday 18th November    7.00pm Originals Only Night Little Theatre, 2 Meander Valley Rd. Deloraine    Tickets $8.00 available at door  Supper available by donation

Saturday 18th November Mole Creek Market Mole Creek Memorial Hall, Caveside Rd, Mole Creek.  Ph: Ross Quick 0413 681 252   

Saturday 18th November   8.00am - 1.00pm Westbury Market Anglican Hall, 11 Londsdale Promenade Westbury   Ph: 0417 931 619

Saturday 18th November  6.00pm - 8.00pm Deloraine Women's Circle Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Road, Deloraine   Group  for women    For more info Ph: 0472 755 295 Bonnie

Saturday 25th November    7.30am - 5.00pm Deloraine Show Del. Showgrounds, Lake Hwy, Del.  Enq: Julie McGregor 0427 861 485   Adults $10.00, Children $5.00, U5 years free.

Saturday 25th November  9.00am - 2.00pm Giant Car Boot Sale for  Meander Fire Brigade Meander Oval   BBQ, Music & Firey Demo   Stalls $10.00   Ph: Hayley 0438 368 206  (for Fire Station)

Saturday 25th November 5.00pm - 11.00pm Carrick Speedway Super Sedans, Speedcars, AMCA's, Wingless Sprints, Tassie Sixes, Modifieds.   Info Andrea 0428 500 939

Sunday 26th November  12.00 noon Carrick Park Pacing Club Meeting East Street, Carrick.   8 race program with free entertainment for families   Band after last race    Ph 6393 1771

Tuesday 28th November  10.00am - 1.30pm Community Info session about NDIS Deloraine House 112 Emu Bay Rd.  Bookings essential Ph: 6362 2678   Free light lunch provided

Friday 1st December - 3rd December Small Wonders The Northern Midlands Art Competition and Exhibition, Christ Church Parish Hall, Longford.  Gold coin

Saturday 2nd & Sunday 3rd December Apex Club Tasmanian Tractor Pull Challenge Red Hills Memorial Park      9.30am gates open for 10.30am start    Adults  $15.00   Under 16 Free

Sat 2nd & Sun 3rd December 10.00am - 4.00pm Mole Creek Country Gardens weekend Old Wesley Dale garden, Marakoopa Café garden & Wychwood   Adult $8.00 each garden or $20.00 for all 3

Saturday 2nd December  9.00am - 1.00pm Deloraine Showground Market Highland Lakes Rd, Deloraine   Phone: 03 6369 5321 or 0409 695 321 for more information

Sunday 3rd December  11.00am - 4.00pm Sounds of Summer Community Music Event Meander Riverbank near Pontoon   Food & Raªe prizes  Bring a blanket   By:  MV Community Radio

Saturday 9th December   7.30pm sharp WT Film Society - "The Second Mother" Little Theatre, 2 Meander Valley Rd. Deloraine    Brazil  Drama  112min  Rated: R    Ph: 0418 389 868

Saturday 9th December    8.00am - 1.00pm Lions Club of Hadspen South Esk Car Boot Sale Riverbank at Hadspen   

Saturday 16th December  11.00am Kooparoona Niara Trail O®cial Opening Put date in your diary.     Further details in Dec issue.  martinh@colony47.com.au  or 0447800625 for more info
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Pick up the phone and speak to our friendly team, who will guide you through the process and take your booking. 

Advertising With Us Is As Easy As ...
Choose the type of advert that’s best for you: Display , Services Directory, Community Directory or Classifieds.
Have your Display or Services Directory advert professionally created by Deloraine Signs or your design agency.  
For a Classifieds advert simply phone us or fill out a form. Choose to add a Bold Headline for more impact! 

1
2
3
For Display & Service Directory ads phone 6286 8216 (leave a message, it will send an email). For Classified ads call 6286 8216.

SERVICES  
DIRECTORY

Advertising enquiries to:  advertising@meandervalleygazette.com         Phone 6286 8216

Thank You!
For letting these 
businesses know  

you saw their advert in 
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Calling a service or retail business?

And  ‘Thank You’ for supporting local businesses! 

Let them know you saw their ad in Meander Valley Gazette.

Phone for low prices

SERVICES TO OFFER

ACCOUNTING & 
BOOKKEEPING

DELORAINE BEAN COUNTER 
Looking after all your Business 
Accounts, MYOB, Payroll and 
Training needs.  Find out more call  
Zsuzsanna on 0427 362 058. delo-
rainebeancounter@gmail.com – 
Central o�ce located at: Room 4,  
62-64 Emu Bay Rd,  
Deloraine Tas 7304.

COMPUTER REPAIRS
FOR Computer Repairs, Up-grades, 
Accessories & Internet Phone 
Installation. Call Alistair Carr.  
Mobile: 0438 681 290. Email:  
ali_carr47@carrpar.biz

DEBORAH Hunter accredited 
Bowtech Cert IV.  Private Health 
rebates. Appts: Most Wednesdays 
at Seppenfelts.  Ask about other 
times or Home visits 6367 8142.

JACQUELINE STACEY: specialis-
ing in muscle release work using  
Bowen, Emmett and Trigger Point 
therapies. Ph: 6362 4335.

KEYBOARD LESSONS
AFFORDABLE Lessons for Begin-
ners. Keyboard or Electric Organ 
Ph: Sally Byard 0417 420 838.

SHEARER
SHEEP, goats, alpacas. No job too 
small.  Phone 0429 705 146.

Advertising enquiries to: 
advertising@meandervalleygazette.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Ph: 6286 8216

P L U M B I N G P T Y . L T D .

David 0417 104 467 - Simon 0408 622 279

•	All Plumbing and Drainage
•	Sewer Jet Drain Cleaning

•	Drainage Camera
•	Cable and Drain Locations

•	Solar Hot Water
•	Backflow Prevention

•	Concrete Cutting and Coring
•	Filtered Water systems

Woods
Auto Centre

for all your
Automotive Services

Woods Auto Centre
specialises in a range
of mechanical repairs

from diagnostics & repairs 
to tuning & servicing

E: les.woods1@bigpond.com
75 Emu Bay Road, Deloraine, Tas 7304

Les Woods
Ph:  03 6362 2632 
M:   0427 622 332

SEEN A PHOTO IN MVG 
THAT YOU LIKE!

Many of the photographs in the 
Gazette can be purchased. It’s a 
great way to capture memories of 
friends, family or places you love 
in our region. For prices and more 
information, please phone 6286 8212.
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The Tigers are still roaring
From left to right, still looking lively, Vince (back pocket), Ken (half-back flank), Alan (wing)  
and Syd (forward pocket) proudly pose with their team photo.                      Photo by: Elizabeth Doutglass

By Elizabeth Douglass

NEXT YEAR, it will be 70 
years since Westbury de-
feated Newtown, playing at 
York Park in Launceston on  
Saturday, 2nd October 1948,  
to become the reigning 
premiers of the Tasmanian 
Seconds (TFL). 

The last four surviving mem-
bers of the Westbury Tigers 

State Premiership team came 
together this October, for their 
first ever reunion over Sunday 
lunch at Fitzpatricks Inn. 

Alan Mitchelson and Vince 
Mehegan (both 91), Syd West 
and Ken Knowles (both 87) 
reminisced about the high-
light of their football careers. 

All Westbury boys, they 
were a part of a team whose 
surnames still appear in 

the sporting teams of  
Westbury and whose fami-
lies still play a large role in the 
community and farming life of 
Westbury and its surrounds.

A faded copy of the match 
record was another treasured 
souvenir on show  – annotat-
ed at the top with the words 
‘State Premiers, Westbury 
Won’ – at only threepence, 
well worth the price.

THERE ARE some talented 
junior footballers around, 
with a mixed team going  
undefeated in this year’s 
Country Goal and winning 
the Grand Final by 70 points.

Grade 5-6 students from 
Deloraine, Our Lady of  
Mercy, Hagley and Bracknell 
primary schools combined to 
play as the Northern Midlands 
West team in the two-day 
competition and proved that 
they worked well as a unit.

Coach, Jacob Wauchope, 
was impressed with how the 
mixed team came together to 
go all the way.

“They played absolutely 
outstanding,” he said.

“One of our players got best 
player for the tournament  

and best player in a final.
Some of them play junior 

football in Deloraine, others 
play elsewhere but they came 
together well as a team.”

Jacob went on to thank 
their assistant coach Grace 
Walker and team manager 
Dan Ellis.

Other teams in the  
competition were Northern 
Midlands East, Circular Head, 
Tamar, North East and East 
North East.

The Northern Midlands 
West team consisted of  
seventeen boys and one girl 
when they defeated Tamar in 
the Grand Final.

Four of their players also 
made it to the All Star team.

The Country Goal is an 
annual event that involves a 
range of sports.

Valley team victorious
By David Claridge

Hot to trot
CARRICK PARK Pacing 
Club’s season’s first eight-
race meeting is on 26th No-
vember. First race starts 1.30 
pm  with  band ‘Ball and 
Chain’ playing after the last.

There will be  full bar  
facilities, a well-stocked kiosk, 
barbecue as well as free fami-
ly entertainment.

$20.00 Club memberships 
admit two for its three meet-
ings, each serving a stubby of 
beer or soft drink.  To find out 
more, call Sandra 0400 635 070. 

SPORT




