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Red Caviar?

$98,000 worth of indecision
By Sharon Webb
SPORTS GROUPS 
pushing for a consoli-
dated sports precinct 
for Deloraine have 
labeled councillors’ 
responses to a feasibil-
ity plan “embarrassing” 
and “lacking vision”.

They say they  
look forward to more 
progressive attitudes 
from new councillors 
elected in next month’s 
elections.

After four years of 

work, members of the 
town’s sports groups 
sat in August’s Meander 
Valley Council meeting 
to hear councillors thank 
them for their efforts; 
their working group 
with council would be 
wound down.

In February the 
$98,000 feasibility study 
funded by the council, 
State Government and 
the Deloraine & Districts 
Community Bank pro-
duced three options.

Meander Valley coun-
cillors and members of  

a sports precinct work-
ing group favoured  
consolidating sporting, 
recreation and com-
munity facilities at the 
Deloraine Communi-
ty Complex site, with  
the purchase of adjoin-
ing private land and 
upgrading of the Delo-
raine Primary School 
sports ground.

Facilities include: a 
new AFL oval, renova-
tion of the Deloraine 
Community Complex 
building, a communi-
ty park, little athletics  

facilities, two outdoor 
netball courts, an out-
door basketball court 
and a shared-use trail 
network connecting the 
wider community and 
schools to the site.

But last month, Delo-
raine Squash Club’s 
Corey Youd said coun-
cillors’ attitudes to the 
feasibility study risked it 
being “dumped and left”.

And with barely con-
cealed anger Deloraine 
Football Club presi-
dent Shaun Donohue 
asked the council if they 

believed the regular-
ly-flooded club rooms 
should be condemned.

“Council is doing very 
well out of us paying for 
a ground that’s rarely 
used in winter,” he said.

After the meeting,  
Mr Donohue said, “Our 
club is growing rapid-
ly, we could easily add 
another three teams and 
with women’s football 
coming on line we need 
extra facilities.

“The last flood cost 
$200,000 in insurance 
and council funds to fix, 
and it will happen again. 
I can’t see the sense in 
building something new 
in its current location.”

Corey Youd labe-
led the town’s squash  
facilities as “ageing and 
failing” and blamed 
council staff for mis-
leading councillors on 
the project’s financials.

“I’m greatly disap-
pointed that the pro-
ject has been packaged 
to councillors in a way 
that’s made it appear 
financially unviable,”  
he said.

Netball spokesper-
son Taneil Bloomfield,  
who is looking forward 
to new netball courts 
being built this financial 
year, later said... 

Spring is in the air and foaling is well underway at Grenville thoroughbred stud at Whitemore. Pictured is a 10 day-old foal by Lionhearted (a relative of Black Caviar)  
enjoying a gallop in the warm sunshine with his mum, Feisty Rose. Story by Lorraine Clarke on Page 15.                                                                                                               Photo by: Mike Moores

Continued on Page 19...
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IN THE Meander Valley we 
have various forms of recy-
cling E-waste.

But what exactly is E-waste, 
and how do people know 
what to dispose of and where?

Justin Jones from JustWaste 
has answered some ques-
tions about how to properly  
dispose of E-waste and what 
it actually is.

“As part of the Northern 
Tasmanian Waste Manage-
ment Group, we provide a free 
service at both the Westbury 
and Deloraine refuse sites for 
people to be able to dispose of 
their E-waste,” he said.

“We put that into cages. 
Those cages then go to  
Melbourne and are put 
through a recycling process 
where each item is broken up 
into thousands of pieces.”

“When an E-waste item is 
broken down, it’s sorted into 
its precious metals  such as 
gold, silver, and copper. For 
TV’s and monitors, some have 
gases which are sucked o� 
and recycled, such as mercury 
vapour. Any glass is smelted 
in Adelaide. 

Justin went on to say that 
what confuses a lot of peo-
ple is what E-waste actu-
ally is, as it is not everything  
with a power cord. E-waste  
is limited to the following: 

TV’s, Computers, Monitors, 
Printers, and mice.

What E-waste doesn’t 
include are microwaves, 
toasters or kettles.

“We can still take those 

Deloraine and Mole Creek 
online access centres, while 
printer cartridges are collected 
by Planet Ark.  Printer car-
tridges can also be recycled at 
both of these locations.

der Valley they have recycled 
over 200 tonnes.

Mobile phones and acces-
sories can be collected by 
Mobile Muster - there is a  
collection box at both the 

In for  
    your chop

Deloraine Rotary’s 
Rob van der Elst’s 

Community Services 
committee has 

donated $200.00 to 
Deloraine House for 

meat from Best’s 
Butchery.

Volunteers at Deloraine House cook up and freeze meals for needy and homeless locals. They were low on meat after their usual 
source had been reduced. The cheque was presented to the Butchery, from which Deloraine House will collect the meat.  Pictured from  
L to R: Butcher Joshua Porter, Deloraine House Coordinator Sandra Thomas and Maree Matanle from Rotary Club of Deloraine.

items, but we put them 
through the scrap metal  
process,” said Justin.

In the two and a half years 
since Just Waste implemented 
their E-Waste plan in Mean-

Photo by: Mike Moores

By David Claridge

E-Waste
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Deloraine High School student,  16 year-old Jayden Lee,  pictured with his  ‘tie o�s’ designed to make rural fencing quicker and easier.                          Photo by: Mike Moores

By Sharon Webb

WHEN A teenager needs help 
and his parents aren’t avail-
able there is one person he 
can turn to: his grandmother.

Deloraine High student 
Jayden did exactly that after 
inventing a way of making 
kilometres of fencing an eas-
ier task.

His Mum and Dad had 
moved to a Sheffield beef 
farm twice the size of their 
Mole Creek property in Den 
Rd, were building a new house 
and battling to get the new 
property working. They sim-
ply had no time to help Jayden.

Up stepped grandmother 
Carol Woodberry.

“She had some idea about 
patents; her father was a  
successful businessman,” 
Jayden said.

“We applied ourselves to 
the patents website to find a 
Tasmanian patent lawyer and 

failed spectacularly because 
no-one here seems to do that 
any more.

“Someone put us onto a 
guy in Melbourne and Nan 
funded me the $6,000 cost of 
patenting my invention and 
came with me a few trips  
to Melbourne.”

The invention came about 
when Jayden and his broth-
er Kaleb ended up with cut 
hands after tying off wires 
around strainer posts on kilo-
meters of new fencing on the 
Sheffield property. 

“Dad said to me ‘ I wish there 
was a faster way to do this’,”  
he said.

“I went out to the shed 
and spent the next few  
days playing around with  
wire and knots and finally  
got it down pat. I made  
160 tie-offs, halving the time 
needed to do the job and 
without scratched hands  

and bruised fingers.”
Time for Nan to help out.
“We have an agreement,” 

Carol Woodberry said.  
“I’ll fund his out-of-pock-
et expenses until he gets on  
his feet.”

It’s fair to say that aside 
from the actual invention  
process, lots of people are 
helping Jayden.

His girlfriend Aimee Viney, 
also a student at Deloraine 
High, has taken over his social 
media, his website, Instagram, 
Twitter, because as Jayden 
confessed, he’s “not too bright 
on spelling”.

Through school he’s had 
guidance and help on con-

tacts, and Nan’s still helping 
out with paperwork.

“We’ve always been close, 
Jayden and I,” said Mrs Wood-
berry, who owns a dairy farm 
with her husband.

“Aged six he was always try-
ing to help by putting the cups 
on the cows. He’s a good boy 
all round, but I’m his grand-
mother so I would say that!”

Now the new Sheffield 
property is established after 
a hard 12 months, Jayden’s 
mum, who works as a guide 
at the Mole Creek caves  
has time to contemplate her 
son’s success.

“We’re extremely proud of 
the maturity he’s shown and 
excited,” Kristie Lee said.

“A lot of 16 year-olds are  
out sampling drugs and  
alcohol but Jayden has a real 
passion for farming: at six 
months old he was out in  
the tractor, watching what 

was happening then going  
off to sleep.”

Now Jayden’s found a 
Queensland company to 
manufacture his invention 
and Deloraine Signs have 
created his logo and stickers, 
he’s focusing on becoming  
a businessman.

“Dad made it halfway 
through grade 10 but I’ll go 
to college and also learn 
as much as I can from my  
family. Then I’ll decide about 
further education,” said 
Jayden, who’s used to visits 
from agronomists and farm-
ing experts.

“I see my future as a  
farmer but also a business-
man. My whole family is 
business-oriented and they’re 
all really good at it.”

You can see details of 
Jayden’s invention on his 
Facebook page, Fastway 
Fencing Tie-Offs.

I went out to the shed 
and spent the next few 
days playing around 

with wire and knots and 
finally got it down pat.

A faster way 
to fence
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Have fun & eat to live longer
THE MEANDER Valley Uni-
versity of the Third Age 
(MVU3A) will be holding 
a free guest speaker event  
on the 12th October at the 
Westbury RSL at 2:00pm. 

The talk is titled “Have 
your cake and eat it too: eat  
to cheat ageing and demen-
tia in later age” and aims to 
provide people over 65 with 
information about how their 
dietary requirements di�er as 
they age.

Sponsored by the Mean-
der Valley Council and the 
Deloraine and Districts Com-
munity Bank, the session  

By Cody Handley will focus on nutrition for  
ageing and elderly people  
and is to be presented by  
dietician, Ngaire Hobbins.

Ngaire Hobbins is a world- 
renowned authority on nutri-
tion, ageing and brain health.

Ngaire writes, “As we 
age, a lot of popular health 
advice becomes increas-
ingly irrelevant to us, advice  
like losing weight, eating less 
meat and dairy food or always 
choosing low fat, advice  
that might do us harm  
instead of good as we move 
away from 60 towards 90  
or beyond.

“As a dietitian specialis-

ing in geriatrics, I want to 
see everyone late 60’s plus  
travelling the world or hang-
ing out with their grandkids, 
enjoying an independent  pro-
ductive life. 

“But far too often I am  
confronted instead with  
people who believed 
they were doing the right  
things but ended up strug-
gling physically and men-
tally instead and having the  
life they had hoped for 
snatched away. 

“I want people to under-
stand the di�erent needs of 
ageing bodies so they know 
what to eat and do to help, 

instead of hinder, their health 
as too many are doing now.”

Ngaire has authored three 
books, Better Brain Food,  
Eat to Cheat Dementia and 
Eat to Cheat Ageing, the  

latter having additional ver-
sions to cater for American 
and Chinese readers.

Ngaire’s books will be  
available for purchase on  
the day. 

Author Ngaire Hobbins will be the guest speaker at Westbury RSL.

PROSPECT HIGH School has 
had some major changes since 
redevelopment was under-
taken, and now a key piece 
of its history is going to get  
a facelift.

The stone eagle out the 
front of the High School has 
been there since 1978. It has 
weathered over the years, 
but now, to keep up with the 
‘new’ look of the school it’s 
time to get a new eagle.

Student Leader Board 
Co-Presidents, Hayden John-

New eagle, pleasing Prospect
stone and Jiranan Stearnes, 
spoke about the process 
behind getting a new eagle.

“The Eagle is the school’s 
crest, because when our 
school was founded, the orig-
inal principal, Stan Morris 
stood on the site and saw a 
wedge tailed eagle fly over. He 
was amazed by it, so used its 
image for the school emblem.” 
Hayden said.

“This year, one of our major 
undertakings will be to cre-
ate a new eagle statue for the 
school. It has weathered quite 
significantly and been dam-

aged a few times.”
“It was originally made by 

Des Murray who was in the 
Arts Department. He was 
asked to create the original 
eagle as a greeting to people.” 
Jiranan added.

Prospect High has been 
in contact with the Mean-
der Valley Council to appeal 
for someone with an artis-
tic interest to help create the 
school’s new ‘greeting’.

“We’re looking for people 
in the Meander Valley area 
who could design it” Hayden 
said.

By David Claridge
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Editorial enquiries:
Contributions welcomed! 
Email: editor@meanderval-
leygazette.com Ph: 6286 8212 
(leave a message, it will send 
an email).
 
Editorial closing date 
for October 2018 issue is 
21st September.

Advertising enquiries:
Email: advertising@mean-
dervalleygazette.com Ph: 
6286 8216 (leave a message,  
it will send an email).

Advertising closing date 
for October 2018 issue is: 
17th September.

Photo sales
Many of the photos in this 
publication are available for 
sale in varying sizes. For fur-
ther information please call 
6286 8216 or email photos@
meandervalleygazette.com

Please Note
While every care is taken  
the producers of Meander 
Valley Gazette cannot be  
held liable for any publica-
tion errors in written material  
or advertisements. The opin-
ions expressed, whether  
by paid advertisement or edi-
torial content do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of this 
newspaper. Some material 
may be abbreviated due to 
space availability.

This newspaper is published 
by Meander Valley Connect  
Inc., 21 West Parade, Delo-
raine 7304. ABN: 89090614412.  
9,300 copies are printed  
each month on paper made 
in Tasmania. Delivered to  
all homes in Meander Valley.

EST.
2013

Meander 
 Valley 
Gaze�e

Home Delivery & Digital
If you live in Meander Valley 

Municipality and 
are not receiving 
Meander Valley 
Gazette at your 

home each month, you 
may have a ‘No junk mail’  
notice on your letterbox. 
Drop in or contact our 
office (Ph: 6362 3537 
or email general@
meandervalleygazette.com) 
to get your ‘Please deliver 
Meander Valley Gazette’ 
weatherproof sticker at  
no charge. 

To receive a digital copy 
of the newspaper each 
month, please make a 
request by emailing general 
@meandervalleygazette.com

In My Opinion...

Letters In...

By Joanne Eisemann
Managing Editor
WE LIVE in an age where, 
by virtue of the fact that so  
many more Australians live 
in cities, city concerns tend 
to dominate the political and 
economic stage. 

Talk of council amalga-
mation has long been a topic  
of discussion in Tasmania  
and moved to a new level 
recently with a call for only  
3 councils, Hobart, Burnie  
and Launceston.

The rationale of course 
is for greater e�ciency. My 
question is greater e�ciency 
of what?  When organisations 
get large then e�ciency can 
take on ridiculous extremes. 
For example, I knew a small 
organic blueberry farmer 
near Cygnet some years ago 
who sold her blueberries to 
a large supermarket. They 
were packed by her to be 
ready for sale, then shipped to  
Melbourne to a distribution 
centre and then shipped back 
to Tasmania for sale???

I think democracies work 
best when everyone has 
access to people in gov-
ernment. It’s one of the  
things I enjoy about living in 

IN 2015 the International 
Agency on Cancer (IARC) 
found that Glyphosate (the 
main ingredient in Roundup) 
was probably a carcinogen 
(not possibly but probably). 
IARC is part of the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) 
which in turn is part of the 
United Nations.  These WHO 
scientists made an assess-
ment regarding glyphosate.

In August 2018, a San Fran-
cisco court ruled in favour of a 
groundsman who submitted 
that he had contracted ter-
minal cancer from the use of 
glyphosate. He was awarded 
nearly A$400m. Such cases 
are likely to become more 
numerous.  Is there a safe 
level of glyphosate exposure?  
That is yet to be determined, 
it seems.

Glyphosate is used widely, 
including roadside spraying 
and weed control by Council.  
It is my belief that glyphosate 
may well become the thalid-
omide of the 21st Century.  I 
contend that society should 
invoke the precautionary 
principle in relation to use of 
glyphosate, if in doubt, don’t.  
Ratepayers can list their prop-
erty with Council as a  “no 
spray zone”: when Council 
roadside spraying occurs you 
can request that no spray-
ing occur outside next to 
your property. Simply phone 
Meander Valley Council to 
find out how.

Cr. Bob Richardson, Westbury  

RE RECENT extended power 
outages : there was no  
power for over 36 hours at 
Cunningham’s Road Western 
Creek - all frozen goods had  
to be trashed, losses being  
significant.

And no power also means 
no water - an added problem.
Peter Anderson - Western Creek

THE FRONT page photo by 
Mike Moores (MVG August 
2018) shows Westbury local 
Albert de Veth reading by sev-
eral candelabras (candle-stick 
holders).  There’s something 
special about candle light, 
similar to the ambience of an 
open fire. The naked flame 
produces a soft, warm light 
and creates a romantic aura 
with a touch of peacefulness 
and tranquillity.

A.R. Trounson – Needles

THE HUGE rift between some 
Meander Valley councillors 
and Deloraine’s sporting lead-
ers shows councillors must 
take a serious look at how 
well they communicate with 
their communities.

For four years Deloraine 
sports clubs have worked 
on a proposal to consolidate 
the town’s sports facilities,  
revving up over the past year 
to gain $98,000 from three 
bodies for a feasibility study.

Meander Valley Coun-
cil was one of the funding  
contributors, even using its 
sta§ to apply for a State Gov-
ernment grant. Mayor Craig 
Perkins posed for newspa-
per photos with the sports 
club leaders, councillors said 
the study should be put out  
for consultation to all com-
munity groups.

And then at the August 
council meeting they tried to 
dud the project.

It’s easy to understand ner-
vousness around the costs 
of such a project, especially 
after councillors’ reluctance to 
increase rates by five per cent. 

But even after doing the 
rounds of the budget alloca-
tions, they still had to increase 
rates by almost 4.5 per cent, 
and some nice projects were 
lost in that little axing.

Sometimes, as Launces-
ton City Council has found,  
you have to up the rates to 
provide what people want, 
even if it costs you more  
to bury grandma.

The Deloraine recreation 
project was going along 
swimmingly, without expec-
tations by the sports clubs 
that new facilities would be 
instantaneous. They knew the 
changes would be incremen-
tal over time, but at least there 
would be a long-term plan.

 For some reason some 
councillors got cold feet.

That’s in stark contrast to 
the recent Westbury recre-
ation situation where, similar 
to Deloraine, a community 
had dragged on for decades 
with non-existent coun-
cil responses to its calls for  
better football and cricket 
change-rooms.

And this year what did 

CONGRATULATIONS TO Janet Rattigan winner of last 
month’s draw to win a copy of J.H. Fletcher’s In the Valley of 
Blue Gums. Here’s what she had to say about the Gazette:

“The kaleidoscope of news, opinions and events keeps  
me in tune (sometimes out of tune) with the Meander  
community. The ‘bubble’ I live in is arty and political and  
I really need this reality check! Otherwise I think my  
lifestyle gives me a false sense of comfort and I think we  
all need to be ‘discomforted’ from time to time.”

Tasmania; if you ever want 
to speak with a politician or a 
local councillor you are quite 
likely to bump into them on 
the street, and if that doesn’t 
happen, they are only a phone 
call away.  

This contributes to the 
wonderful sense of con-
nection we have in Tasma-
nia, that we all belong to a  
special place despite being 
frequently derided by our 
mainland cousins. 

Resource-sharing among 
councils is a great way of 
improving how ratepayer’s 
dollars are spent, without 
reducing local representation.

For Meander Valley veg-
etable gardeners:  A  lovely 
woman from Golden Valley 
shared with me a wonderful 
way to keep cabbage moth at 
bay. Take some lettuce leaves, 
it’s fine to use the ones you 
don’t want to eat, pop them in 
the blender with some water 
and blend. Strain and spray 
on your brassicas, it confuses 
the cabbage moth into think-
ing the brassicas are lettuce 
and they stay away. Brilliant!  
Of course, you do need to 
reapply after rain.

councillors come up with?
A two-storey ‘recreation’ 

centre with change-rooms 
and a gym on the lower floor 
and a 200-person function 
centre with state-of-the art 
kitchens on top.

It took a public meeting  
full of outraged and deri-
sive Westbury people for the 
council to back down.

Interestingly, council-
lors told me that because  
they’d created the industri-
al zone Valley Central, they 
wanted people working there 
to think Westbury would  
be a good place to live:  
“So they need to have good 
recreation facilities.”

Westbury people didn’t 
want that; they wanted  
a village atmosphere for  
their town.

Deloraine wants better 
sports facilities. Why?

A prominent business 
owner told me this: “I know 
Deloraine families who have 
moved to Launceston so 
their kids can play sport.  
I also know families who  
drive to Launceston three 
times a week so their kids  
can play sport.

“And when they’re in 
Launceston they do their 
shopping, they eat out.  
They spend their money in 
Launceston, not Deloraine.”

Angrily: “In 10-20 years we’ll 
be a town of old people if we 
don’t have these facilities.”

At the August council 
meeting Cllr Bob Richardson 
said Deloraine shouldn’t have 
better recreation facilities 
because Hadspen and Brack-
nell are more deserving.

Hadspen is a town the same 
size as Deloraine but it needs 
an identity, he said.

Bracknell is more deserv-
ing because its sewage flows 
down the main street, he said.

But last time I looked  
I didn’t see Hadspen and 
Bracknell people applying  
for feasibility study fund-
ing, putting pressure on 
politicians, having public 
consultation sessions and 
doing the hard yards to get a  
plan together.

Deloraine sports teams did. 
And Meander Valley  

Council tried to dud them.  
Go figure.

By Sharon Webb

Comment on state of play

CONGRATULATIONS TO all 
Armistice Grant recipents.

Congratulations to the 
Westbury RSL who success-
fully applied to the Feder-
al government’s Armistice  
Centenary Grants Program.

This organisation’s success 
in this program highlights 
the importance of their plans 
to release a publication doc-
umenting the contributions 
made by the 245 servicemen 
and women from the West-
bury district in recognition 
and commemoration of the 
end of WW1 and in remem-
brance of those Australians 
who have served in conflict. 

These grants, and the 
projects they facilitate, are 
also timely reminders of  
the importance of justice, 
security and peace to our 
national wellbeing.

Winner!

I offer my sincerest con-
gratulations to the Westbury 
RSL for their success and to 
the communities which will 
benefit from their project.

Brian Mitchell, MP
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Sustainable house at Westbury.               Photo by: Sean Manners

SOME FANTASTIC, sus-
tainable homes in the North 
of Tasmania will be open to 
the public on Sustainable 
House Day on Sunday, 16th  
September. These include two 
in Westbury and one in Shef-
field, Devonport, and Greens 
Beach. All very di�erent, some 
are new builds while others 
are sustainable renovations.

Homes will be open to 
the public from 10.00am to 
4.00pm. 

Profiles of all houses listed 
with their sustainable cre-
dentials are listed on: sus-
tainablehouseday.com/
find-a-sustainable-house.

Established in 2001,  
Sustainable House Day is  
a national event that allows 
the public to see and learn 
from the best environmental 
homes in Australia. It aims  
to inspire people to live  
sustainably, showing them 
how to lower energy bills,  

Living comfortably
live comfortably and help  
the environment through 
good home design, practices 
and technology.  

Sean and Amanda Man-
ners from Westbury, will 
join more than 200 home-
owners nationwide in 
opening their home to the 
community to pass on tips and  
advice, including on solar 
power, home batteries, o�-
grid living, innovative build-
ing materials and design,  
and more.  

Sustainable House Day is a 
valuable resource for anyone 
looking for practical informa-
tion on sustainable homes: 
what works, what doesn’t 
and how to move towards 
‘greener’ living.  

All visitors to Sustainable 
House Day must register to 
attend via the website www.
sustainablehouseday.com 
to obtain addresses of all  
open houses. 

THE DANCE of the school 
principals has begun in the 
Meander Valley, with Delo-
raine High principal Lee 
Barker moving to the position 
of principal at Prospect High.

Ms Barker was at Deloraine 
three years, arriving auspi-

ciously with a broken ankle. 
But she says her time at Delo-
raine High was marked by lots 
of successes to celebrate.

“We became a Beacon 
Foundation school, giving  
students more structured 
pathways into work and 
learning a lot about local  

businesses,” she said.
“Deloraine High began 

o�ering study at years 11 and 
12 level through our trade 
centre, increasing our reten-
tion rate by capturing those 
students who may not have 
wanted to travel to Launces-
ton or Devonport to do fur-
ther study. From next term we 
will have a brand new building 
for that purpose.

“And following on from our 
tremendous Naplan numer-
acy improvement this year in 
years 7-9, Deloraine was the 
only high school in the north-
ern region to be recognised 
by the Australian Curriculum 
Assessment and Reporting 
Authority (ACARA).”

Ms Barker believes her chal-
lenges at Prospect High will 
include establishing a mid-
dle years literacy project like 
the one with Deloraine High 
and its surrounding primary 
schools, which was hugely 
successful. She will also  
work on making year 11 and  
12 courses available at  
Prospect High. 

At Prospect Ms Barker is 
replacing Vicki Mackrill, who 
won the plum position of prin-
cipal at Launceston College.

Moving into the Deloraine 
High acting principal role  
is David Lietzau who has  
been principal at Winnaleah 
District High for the past  
four years.

A matter of principal
By Sharon Webb

Continued on Page 7...
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Max Baker (ex-jockey), 73, of Longford, joined the ‘Golden Oldies’ for a chat and a cuppa.

Golden oldies

By Marguerite McNeill
CATCHING UP with friends 
for a good long chat has 
taken on a whole new mean-
ing for many of the older  
men in Deloraine. For a large 
number of chaps catching 
up for a chat and cuppa has 
become a favoured event in 
their social calendar. 

some who grew up in the area 
travel from as far as Devon-
port to Launceston to make 
contact with old friends. 

“We talk a lot about old 
times” one fellow said. “Most 
of us have known each other 
for years, but some I haven’t 
see for 50 years.” 

Last month a new but 
familiar face, Max Baker 
arrived from Longford to  
join in the chat. Well known 
for his exploits on the  
racetrack the former jockey 
lived in Deloraine for 15 
years from the age of 15.  
The 73 year-old thought the  
gathering was a great idea 
and welcomed the chance to 
catch up with old mates in 
the town.

Though mostly retired 
there is no age limit to  
the Golden Oldies and they 
welcome any older men 
wanting to join. The group  
is open to men from all  
walks of life who would like 
renew acquaintances or 
make new friends.

The group has no formal 
agenda and there are no rules 
or regulations other than to 
enjoy yourself. 

Golden Oldies meet at the 
Western Tiers Community 
Club in Parsonage Street, 
Deloraine from 10.00am to  
12 noon on the first Thursday 
of every month. 

The meetings only cost 
$5.50 to cover the venue  
and morning tea.

The group, dubbed the 
Golden Oldies, started meet-
ing two and a half years ago 
and since then there’s been 
no looking back - except for 
the stories they tell.   

Last month’s gathering 
attracted 38 men, the biggest 
group so far. And there was 
quite a buzz of conversation 
in the air. After all, some old 

school friends are catching 
up on a lifetime of memories. 

Mostly they chat in small 
groups around the tables, 
and those who are willing 
are encouraged to talk to  
the group as a whole  
about interests in their life 
and background.

Although most of the men 
live in and around Deloraine, 

Photo by: Mike Moores

Mr Lietzau chose to come 
to Deloraine High to gain 
experience in a larger school 
and because it’s a larger 
although more compact com-
munity than Winnaleah’s 
catchment area.

“I’m looking forward to 
working within the Deloraine 
community; I see education 
as a partnership between  
the school, sta�, homes and 
families,” he said.

“Change is di�cult for  
students and teachers but 
one of my projects will be to 
create stability at Deloraine 
High School,” he said.

Mr Lietzau will be acting 
principal until the end of 2018.

A matter of 
principal
Continued from Page 6...

VOLUNTEER GRANTS are 
now open for local service 
organisations and commu-
nity groups.

  Grants between $1,000 
and $5,000 are available to 
help not-for-profit commu-
nity organisations or groups 
support their volunteers. 

 Applications close on the 
18th September 2018.

For more information 
visit https://www.commu-
nitygrants.gov.au/grants/
volunteer-grants-2018, 
or  contact the Hotline  
on 1800 020 283.

GRANTS
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MANY MEANDER Valley 
walks have infrastructure 
that clearly defines the route. 
Some even provide a viewing 
platform at your destination.

Montana Falls has no 
such indulgence. Although a 
signpost on Leonards Road  

indicates Long Ridge Regional 
Reserve  - you’re on your own 
from that point.

Access tracks lead in var-
ious directions. Tall euca-
lypts will lure you into the  
forest and the key to  
avoid getting lost is to 
stop if you find yourself 
ascending the ridge. Some 

tape markers will assist.    
They point to at least two 
alternative routes, each 
becoming increasingly steep 
and narrow.

My walking companion, 
a known pedant, refused 
to describe the water flow 
as a fall, insisting the term 
cascades more apt. Indeed,  
the falls might be most appre-
ciated after heavy rainfall as 
they spill down several rock 
shelves. At the low point a 
sharp bend forces the West-
ern Creek to veer dramatically 
in the direction of its name. 

Although the waters have 
come a long way from Koopa-
roona Niara, across open 
farmland, here they’re wild 
again. The most ideal view-
ing points transition a walker 
from a tourist into an active 
participant. It is necessary to 
leave the path to appreciate 
the grandeur.

Tread lightly in your boots 
as you brush past the feathery 
clumps of tassel cord rush.

On our visit an enjoyable 
disagreement ensued as we 
tested best vantages. Here! 
No here. Give the falls time to 
show o�.

Leaving the path is  
a controversial matter.   Will 
degradation of the vegeta-
tion and terrain result?  While  
Red Riding Hood is unlikely  
to meet a wolf, you are  
likely to encounter dumped 
rubbish. Montana Falls 
deserves more local pride 
than that. 

You will only need 1 to  
1½ hours for your visit and 
maybe you can take out more 
than you carried in?

Montana Falls
By Tara Ulbrich

Photo by: Jade Hallam

Tara Ulbrich  takes a short walk to experience the falls...

“ZED MALUNAT is well-
known in Deloraine and 
Meander Valley gener-
ally. This is not  surprising,  
seeing he has built or carried 

out structural work on many 
of our homes and properties.

As diners cross the thresh-
old of Christmas Hills Rasp-
berry Farm there are probably 
many who don’t know Zed 
was the builder of this  

beautiful restaurant, with 
its impressive timber rafters, 
huge stone fireplace, spacious 
ambience and lakeside view.

This building contract was 
a huge undertaking that took 
place between May 1995 and 
January 1996.

By Judith Anne Tahir

Abodes that Zed built

Continued on Page 9...



Meander Valley Gazette 9September 2018

Built by Zed from the  
ground up,   one of its major 
drawcards  is the huge stone 
fireplace which photos show 
was the first feature to be 
erected.  Over those 8 months 
subcontractors were called  
on to assist during the work 
as required.

Zed, formally from South 
Australia, has many strings  
to his bow and has devoted 

Continued from Page 8... his life and livelihood to  
bringing his expertise and 
extensive knowledge to  

THE RUCKUS within the 
federal government seemed 
more about policy on  
climate and energy rather  
than a populist leader devoid 
of conservative values.

Discussions on power 
involves discussions about 
climate and climate policy. 
It is not just about sustain-
able, secure and affordable 
resources. The various issues 
require agreement with the 
States  and they overrun  
political divides.

The issue of climate change 
is deeply rooted in science and 
recorded facts scrutinised by 
the United Nations Interna-
tional Protocol on Climate 
Change (IPCC). The global 
community is in agreement 
that governments need to 
bring to the table plans for 
reductions in greenhouse  

gases, notably CO2, and  
strategies for generation of 
renewable energy.

 It’s a no brainer, yet in spite 
of the temperature increases 
(and corresponding decreases), 
the worst recorded droughts 
on  the eastern seaboard and 
extreme weather conditions 
which cost $bns, there are still 
hard core politicians who think 
they do not have to bow to the 
evidence and think laterally 
about electricity and fuels or to 
consider environmental condi-
tions for our survival.

Politicians would do well to 
talk science, not economics as 
we have known it.The debates 
are shared by every govern-
ment on Earth. And there are 
still 1.1 billion persons who 
have no electricity.

Australia is amongst the 
three most recalcitrant devel-
oped nations on climate 
change policy, some of whose 

politicans want to recant on 
the ratification of the Paris 
Climate Agreement (Aus-
tralia became a signatory in 
November, 2016).  196 nations 
agreed to keep increases  
in temperature to less than 
20C compared to pre-industri-
al levels and zero net anthro-
pogenic greenhouse gas 
emissions during the second  
half of the 21st century.  

They also agreed to pursue 
efforts to limit temperature 
increases to 1.50C which 
requires zero emissions  
sometime between 2030 and 
2050, but with no timetable  
as incorporated into the  
Kyoto Protocol.

The National Electricity 
Market (NEM) was a mech-
anism for price reductions 
in electricity with a National 
Energy Guarantee (NEG) to 
back it up. The discussions 
failed due to lack of consen-
sus within the Coalition and 
between States. The former 
Prime Minister Malcolm Turn-
bull ploughed on but with no 
resolution. A commitment to 
complete abandonment of 
fossil fuels as adopted in Vic-
toria over a 15 year phase out 
period could not be agreed 
because costs and reliabil-
ity outweighed security or 
lack thereof. It talked about 
a national grid but did not 
include WA. SA went it alone 
with wind turbines and battery 
storage supplied by Elon Musk.

Tasmania, through Hydro 
Tasmania, has produced a 
document called Battery of  
the Nation which aims to give 
the State 100% renewable 
energy through conversion of 
11 existing dams from Hydro 
Power to Pumped Hydro, 
with the addition of reservoirs 
where required. Water will be 
re-cycled through turbines, 
using wind power for uptake 
from lower to higher reser-

voirs. The proposal makes 
sense. Tasmania has water 
and wind in abundance,  
certainly in comparison to 
other parts of Australia. The 
State could power its own 
needs with limited cost.

But the plan goes further. 
With 90% of Tasmanian  
power supplies currently 
renewables, market ana-
lysts concede that facilities 
are massively underdevel-
oped. Tasmania could be a 
net exporter of power to the 
mainland with the addition of 
more undersea cables across 
Bass Strait.

As prices are market driv-
en, to justify such investment 
costs of up to $1bn per cable, 
a larger market is required. 
Victoria is currently invest-
ing in solar power for 600,000 
additional homes.

 The key to profitability for 
Tasmania lies in interconnec-
tivity. But without a national 
plan upon which States are 
agreed, it seems doubtful that 
such grand operations can  
be justified.

While Stage 1 is outlined 
in the report and is available  
for public consideration,  
discussions are also under-
way for a second Bass Link 
cable with assessments  
being made by developers 
and consumers.

Also known as a ‘water 
battery’, pumped hydro has 
been tried and tested success-
fully elsewhere. 

With Lake Parangana and Lake Rowallan in Meander Valley currently being sized 
up for pumped hydro, local renewable energy enthusiast Antonia Howarth-Wass  
considers the case for climate change and pumped hydro in Tasmania.

Lake Parangana. Photo supplied by Hydro Tasmania

By Antonia Howarth-Wass

Abodes that Zed built

A cell in Australia’s battery?

our area.
He is now in 

retirement, after 
many years, and 
we should all  
be very grate-
ful for the great  
legacy that he 
has given to  
this region.”
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John Loone

WHEN YOU first see the art-
work of local artist Leonie 
Myer, you could be forgiven 
for thinking you are looking 
at a painting. Look closer and 
you realise that her detailed 
realism is created by humble 
coloured pencils.

Since arriving from Queens-
land a few months ago, Leonie 
has been inspired by Meander 
Valley’s abundant wildlife - a 
theme that will soon be making 
its presence felt through her art.

“I have been creating real-
ism with coloured pencils for 
about 17 years and find them to 
be an amazingly versatile and 
portable medium,” Leonie said.

Leonie has spent years 
refining her technique and 
now produces artwork with 
such accuracy that it really 
does make you look twice. 

“It can take over a hundred 
hours to produce a large art-
work, blending and layering 
colour a section at a time to 
create a natural and life-like 

piece,” Leonie said.
Birds are one of Leonie’s 

favourite subjects and she has 
discovered such an abundant 
diversity in Meander Valley.

“Coloured pencils are not 
often associated with fine 
art and it’s time that percep-
tion was challenged. I have 
spent the last 8 years teaching 
coloured pencil techniques, 
sharing my skills and my pas-
sion for this humble medium 
and it has been very reward-
ing,” Leonie said.

Leonie’s art can be viewed 
at Deloraine Creative Studi-
os where she has settled into 
her new workspace. For those  
that wish to learn more about 
creating a coloured pencil 
masterpiece, Leonie is holding 
an Introduction to Creating 
Realism with Coloured Pencil 
Workshop on Saturday 3rd 
November. All materials are 
supplied. For bookings phone 
0408 010 188 or visit Deloraine 
Creative Studios. 

Out of the pencil box

New resident of Meander Valley, Leonie Myer, at work in her studio.        Photo supplied

lative Council members called 
him  a quiet achiever

John Loone passed away 
on the 3rd of August 2018 
aged 87.  He had been married 
to Lesley for almost 64 years  
and father of Rodney, Liz, 
Louise and Anthony.  He was 
loved by all his friends and 
extended family.

JOHN ARTHUR 
Loone was born on 
the 25th of January 
1931 in Deloraine.  His 
early years were spent 
in Launceston where, 
at school level, he rep-
resented the north in 
football and athletics.

He also attended 
the Deloraine Catho-
lic school during his 
primary years and his 
wife, Leslie recalled 
that he walked home 
after school with  
Patti Pratt. 

For a short time, 
when he was sixteen, 
he worked at Harris’s in Delo-
raine which was then was 
situated next to the British 
Hotel. From there he joined  
his father to start Deloraine’s 
first newsagency. This devel-
oped into RH Loone and Sons, 

information on when some-
one dies. 

Sharon King from Palliative 
Care Tasmania will inform 
and delight, talking about 
what palliative care is, what 
Advanced Care Directives are 
and how to make the best 
possible preparations for our-
selves should the need arise.  

We are particularly lucky 
to have secured David  
Murray the Financial Infor-
mation Service Officer from 
Department of Human Ser-
vices (Centrelink), who will 
talk about financial consid-
erations when looking at  
retirement and their implica-
tions for Centrelink, tax and 
so on. 

All members of the 
community are invited to 
attend all or part of the day,  
the investment of your time 
will be well rewarded, and there 
is no charge for attending. 

Previous attendees said: 
“Do this Statewide including 
regional and suburban are-
as”, “great idea having all of  
these presenters together  
to give an overall understand-
ing of important matters  
to plan for in the  
future”, “Information at the 
right time”.

 Morning and afternoon 
tea will be provided. Please 
ring Moya at LCLC on 6334 
1577 to book your place. 

Roy Loone bought a 
Bedford bus and the 
school bus and char-
ter business began.

At the tender age 
29 he became a Jus-
tice of the Peace and 
served 58 years.

It was not wide-
ly known though 
that he was also a  
Probation officer for 
many years. 

Football played 
a large part in his 
life.  John played 
234 games and also 
coached the Delo-
raine Club.  Over time 

he held the positions of Pres-
ident, Treasurer and Patron. 
His family remember a game 
at the Westbury football 
ground, where he was chased 
by an elderly lady hitting 
him with an umbrella when 
he attempted to stop a fight 
between players.

John Loone’s contribu-
tion and involvement in the 
community of Deloraine was 
a remarkable achievement.   
He was Treasurer of the  
Deloraine High School Par-
ents and Friends for 28 years  
and spent 25 years as a volun-
teer fireman.

When Harris Menswear 
building caught fire he raced 
inside to retrieve vital docu-
ments.  Seconds after he got 
out, the roof collapsed.

As a Member of the  
Legislative Council, John 
Loone worked hard for  
his electorate.  Major achieve-
ments included champion-
ing the upgrades of Ashley,  
the Deloraine hospital and 
cleaning up the Deloraine  

LIFE IS Short: Be Prepared 
Seminars are coming to a 
place near you!

Launceston Communi-
ty Legal Centre (LCLC) has  
partnered with Palliative 
Care Tasmania to bring local  
communities an informative 
day of talks on everything  
you need to know to make 
sure you don’t have to worry 
as you age. 

These areas of discussion 
are often avoided until it is too 
late, causing unnecessary dis-
tress for the person approach-
ing death and amongst family.

 It is hoped that by run-
ning these information days  
people will have the informa-
tion they need so they can 
make the arrangements they 
want, before the need arises, 
and get on with living!

The next of these  
information days will be at  
Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay 
Rd, Deloraine, on Tuesday  
25th September 2018 running 
from 10.00am.  

There will be a series 
of talks from interesting  
speakers on a range of top-
ics. This is a full day program  
running to about 3.15pm.

Sarah House, solicitor from 
LCLC will give information 
on Wills, Enduring Powers of 
Attorney, Enduring Guard-
ianship, Funerals and other  
issues that we all need  

John Loone, a life of service 

Prepare for your passing

riverbanks.  
He tirelessly lobbied the 

Government for a grant to start 
Giant Steps.  After two and a 
half years of planning, prepa-
ration, and help with extra 
funds, Giant Steps became a 
reality with Mr Loone becom-
ing the first Chairman.

Leslie Loone said the Legis-

By Wendy Laing

and recognising the poten-
tial for growth, they moved 
to where the newsagency 
stands today.  This became 
John Loone’s focal point for  
40 years.

While still in his twenties, 
John and his grandfather, 
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MEANDER VALLEY - GET INVOLVED

A NEW Youth Group com-
menced at Deloraine House 
on 24th August and is run on 
a fortnightly basis.  In a new 
initiative, Deloraine House 
is partnering with Meander 

THE ANGLICAN Parish of 
Quamby is holding a fund-
raiser at St. Andrew’s Angli-
can Church, Westbury on 
30th September from 2.30pm.

All proceeds will go towards 
proving Quamby Parish’s  
sustainability and providing a 
Stipend for a Parish Priest.

Classical and folk duo 

WATCHING THE Tour de 
France is as much about the 
French landscape as it is about 
the contest on the roads. 
Glimpses of the trees in the 
agricultural districts in their 
lush summer raiment make 
the Tour worth watching into 
the early hours. Although 
some travelling irrigators were 
spotted, it seems apparent 
that the French farmers do 
not use centre pivots, which  
spell the demise of our valu-
able paddock trees.  It has to 

be admitted however, that the 
gentle spray from these is less 
drastic for the topsoil than 
the travellers which fling the 
water onto the crops, but it is 
sad to lose the paddock trees. 
One only has to see the stock 
sheltering in their shade on 
hot summer days, or huddling 
against them in driving rain, 
to understand just how useful 
they are on the farm.  

Additionally, their flowers 
attract birds and bees, and 
absorb carbon from the atmo-

INGREDIENTS:
1 tbsp culinary lavender*
1 cup boiling water
2 cups raw sugar
80 g raw sago pearls
400 ml coconut milk
120 g + 50 g salted roasted 

hazelnuts, warmed
16 g + 8 g shredded coco-

nut, dry toasted
½ red apple, cored and ver-

tically sliced into 12 segments
½ lemon, juiced
3 small fresh strawberries, 

each topped and vertically 
sliced into 12 segments  

12 fresh strawberries
4 sprigs fresh mint tips 

NOTE:
*Available at Bridestowe 

Lavender Estate, Port Arthur 
Lavender and Tasmanian 

Lavender & Coconut Sago Pudding 
with Strawberries & Hazelnuts

sphere to reduce the e�ects of 
climate change.
Growing trees from local seed

 It is best to use seed from 
the same locality, but di�cult 
to collect from trees so far 
from the ground. The recent 
gales will have brought down 
some boughs. Choose  grey 
well ripened seeds, making 
sure the cap at the top,  the 
operculum,  is still intact. Place 
them in paper bags some-
where warm, and when the 
seeds have fallen out, store 
them in the refrigerator in pill 
boxes. Sow in native potting 
mix. It should be unnecessary 
to remind readers that native 
trees should never be grown in 
suburban gardens where there 
are close neighbours. Picture 
shows a copse of  15 to 20 year 
old White Gums (Eucalyptus 
viminalis) and Blackwoods  
(Acacia melanoxylon), growing 
in the corner of a paddock.
In the vegie garden  

Broad beans can be sown in 
September if Autumn sowing 
was missed. There are very 
few vegetables that do not  
go in now, but best to wait 
until the soil is warmer for 
frost tender beans,  cucum-
bers and zucchinis.

Lavender Gifts; they are 
dried flower buds of the  
‘Munstead’ variety of  
the English lavender with the 
sweetest fragrance; creating 
a lovely sweet citrusy flavour  
in cooking.  

INSTRUCTIONS:
To make the lavender 

syrup, bring to boil laven-
der, water and sugar in a  
saucepan and simmer for  
15 minutes.

Strain out the lavender and 
simmer liquids for 20 to 30 
minutes to 350ml syrup.

To make the sago pudding, 
soak sago pearls in coco-
nut milk and 250ml lavender 
syrup for 30 minutes in a pot 
before stirring to a boil.

Continue stirring on 

lower heat till pearls are ten-
derly translucent and liquids 
absorbed.

Spoon pudding into 4 des-
sert glasses to firm up covered 
in fridge for 1 hour.

Warm covered pudding 
glasses in oven pre-heated to 
55C for 15 to 25 minutes. 

Meanwhile, toss sliced 
apples in lemon juice.

To plate 1 dessert glass, top 
¼ of 120g nuts on pudding 
and 3 slices of lemon-laced 
apple over nuts, sprinkle 
¼ of 16 g toasted coconut 
over, and top with 9 straw-
berry segments and a mint  
tip sprig.

Serve on warmed plate 
garnished with more straw-
berries, nuts and toasted 
coconut.   Serves 4.

Think endless days of 
warm sunshine and we 
think of coconut rather 
than the humble sago.  
Yet the starchy pearls hail 
from New Guinea, the 
Moluccas and Southeast 
Asia too; being extracted 
from piths of various trop-
ical palms. This dessert is 
thus for recent returnees 
from pleasurably winter-
ing in balmy parts of the 
Asia Pacific to the delight-
ful Tasmanian spring – the 
perfect welcome home! 

Save our churches

Youth group in Deloraine

Story & photo by  
Wai Lin Coultas

Trees grown by Nell using local seed.

Joanne Mitchelson and 
Hamish Pike, and Peter 
Schultz, Director of Music at 
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, 
Launceston, are o�ering their 
services at the event.

Admission is $20.00 for 
Adults. $15.00 for concession 
card holders. Free for children 
under 15.

Valley Council to o�er a safe 
place for young people to 
meet together outside the 
school environment.  A place 
to talk, listen to music, play 
games and have fun. 
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Cash & hay on its way

WOOLWORTHS STORES in 
Deloraine and Prospect on 
the 11th August donated all 
profits from fresh food sales 
to help the drought-stricken 
farmers, raising a healthy 
sum for Rural Aid’s ‘Buy a 
Bale’ appeal.

This was part of a nation-
wide effort involving stores 
and online shopping to deliv-
er hay, essential items and 
counselling support services 
to farmers in need.

Woolworths Deloraine 
Store Manager, Steve Copple-
man said “It’s been amazing to 
see our customers and team 
rally behind Aussie Farmers 
impacted by this drought.”

“This generosity is making 
a real difference in rural com-
munities, and has inspired 
us to build on our support of 
Rural Aid’s vital work.

In a Woolworths Media 
Release, Rural Aid CEO, Charles 
Alder said that “The Australian 
farming community is a resil-
ient one, but there is an urgent 
need for ongoing support for 
farmers who continue to do it 
tough during this drought.

“Since Woolworths came 
on board with their donations 
we’ve been able to provide 
more certainty to hundreds  
of farmers who have reached 
out to us in urgent need of 
feed for their livestock. Addi-
tionally, we’ve been able to 
increase vital counselling ser-
vices for farming families in 
regional communities.

People in Meander Valley 
can still donate to the Buy 
a Bale appeal at any Wool-
worths store. 

Woolworths has also con-
tributed a further $1.5 million 
to the appeal.

School kids
pitch in

By David Claridge

‘Fresh food people’ make hay

RECENTLY, A local Chudle-
igh resident, Paul, who is on 
the Chudleigh Show Commit-
tee, o�ered to donate all his 
bales of hay to the Drought 
Relief project in NSW.

The hay was loaded onto 
Paul’s truck on Sunday 26th 
August. To fill the truck  
Tony Wadley of the Rotary 
Club of Deloraine also donat-
ed round bales.

Rotary Australia World 
Community Service (RAWCS) 
had established a Drought 
Relief Fund, which is distrib-
uting hay, grain and cash to 
farmers in Northern NSW. 

Contact was made with the 

Project Manager of the North-
ern NSW fund, Reg Pierce 
who is also the President of 
the Wauchope Rotary Club 
and has organized for the hay 
to go to a farmer whose prop-
erty is located 80km South of 
Lightning Ridge.

The Chudleigh Communi-
ty has contributed $1000, the 
Mole Creek Hotel Patrons 
$1000 and the Rotary Club 
of Deloraine $2500 to this 
Drought Relief Fund.

This money will be added 
to the $400,000 that the fund 
has raised so far and will be 
distributed to needy farmers 
either in cash or supplies.

Hay is loaded on to Paul’s truck at Tony Wadley’s farm, Deloraine.

support these farmers. They 
also recognised that many 
of our families rely on agri-
culture and we too could be 
affected by drought at some 
time in the future. 

Keah, a Student Council 
Class Representative, and her 
family were affected by the 
local floods in 2016. She was 
in favour of the day as she 
explained what the commu-
nity support during the floods 
meant to her family. She saw 
this day as a way of showing 
this same support to others.

People from around 
the valley have rallied 
in support of drought 
stricken farmers on the 
mainland. Featured  
here are just a few of 
the initiatives that have 
taken place.
Pictured above are Delo-
raine Primary students 
Neve Coull (Grade 3) 
and Bradley Johnston 
(Grade 6) who dressed as 
farmers for the Student 
Representative Councils 
“Fiver for a Farmer Day’.  
In a brilliant e�ort,  
$890.80 was raised.

STUDENTS FROM Delo-
raine Primary School 
dressed as farmers for a day  
to show support and raise 
funds for Australian farmers 
who are struggling in drought 
conditions. 

The idea was initially raised 
during a weekly Student Rep-
resentative Council meeting 
and quickly voted on as a 
worthy cause to support. The 
response from the students 
was inspiring, with many 
commenting how proud they 
were that our school could 

Photo by Mike Moores
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Meander 
Valley 
Yoga

Weekly & Private Classes  
Deloraine & Western Creek

Contact:  Kristina
63 67 8241/ 0497 025 308

kristinakm@bordernet.com.au

Retreats  
& Seminars

Andrew Cox of Cranka Lures holding a Black Bream caught in the Lune River, southern Tasmania with a Cranka crab lure.

A MEANDER Valley-based 
business has quietly been 
breaking new ground in the 
tackle and fishing industry 
over the last decade.

Meander Valley Gazette 

By Cody Handley
spoke to founder and manag-
ing director, Steven Steer and 
company director and inves-
tor, Andrew Cox of Cranka 
Pty Ltd. Cranka have been  
operating since 2009 and have 
made a name for themselves  
in the industry with their 

unique lure, the Cranka Crab.
Steven, an electrician by 

trade, has had a long back-
ground as an angler, forming 
a love of fishing and a habit of 
tinkering with existing tack-
le to improve it from a very 
young age. He has participat-
ed in fishing tournaments and 
appeared on fishing shows 
including Robson Green.

Years in the tackle industry 
had taught him that respect 
had to be earned before he 
could attempt to market 
something as novel as the 
Cranka Crab. As such, Cran-
ka spent their initial years  
developing other lures 
designed to look and swim 
like real baitfish to make a 

name for themselves. Once 
they had become an estab-
lished brand, Cranka turned 
their attention to the develop-
ment of what would become 
their signature lure.

Having a background in 
trout and bream competi-
tions, Steven knew that using 
live crabs as bait worked 
extremely well for catching 
bream, and during his early 
research for the crab lure he 
dissected a bream to find its 
stomach contained multiple 
chewed up crabs.

Using real crabs as models, 
Cranka experimented with 
soft plastics but could not 
get their crab design to work. 
Eventually they used harder 
plastic and developed a lure 
that always landed on its feet 
and imitated the movements 
of live crabs, complete with 
extremely realistic and spe-
cies-specific paintwork.

The Cranka Crab launched 
in 2012 and received the award 
for best new hard lure. It has 
since won more tournaments 
than any other lure.

Cranka are currently in 
the process of introducing a 
larger, single hooked crab to 
their range designed to catch 
bigger fish. Unlike the origi-

nal crab, this lure is modular, 
meaning that parts can be 
swapped out or replaced and 
used with a variety of differ-
ently weighted sinkers.

Today, Cranka are gearing 
up to begin manufacturing 
their product domestically, 
after some quality control 
issues with their Chinese 
manufacturer.

“We have had interest from 
over thirty countries, and have 
just received US distribution 
approval. That’s a market 
potential of about twelve 
times the size of the Australian 
market,” Steven said. “We’re 
getting close to being well 
placed for global distribution.”

Cranka operate primarily 
through their online store and 
as a wholesaler to local tackle 
shops. Steven and Andrew said 
they were eventually looking 
to employ locals to sort and 
assemble their products.

To see Cranka’s range of 
lures, visit their website at 
www.cranka.com.au

THOROUGHBRED RACING 
projects a glamour image, 
and is a significant indus-
try in Tasmania where our 
climate and rich pastures 
nurture many champions. 
Behind the scenes however, 
there is lots of hard graft, 
muck and mud, especially in 
a winter as wet as we have 
just endured.

Welcome spring days her-
ald the newest generation  
of racehorses. Years of  
dreams of breeders and 
owners are condensed into  
elegant long-legged foals 
matching strides with their 
dams as they dance across  
the grass, warm sun on  
their backs and skylarks 
rejoicing above.

Grenville Stud’s Graeme 
McCulloch loves this time of 
year, although 24-hour foal-
ing duty means many sleep-
less nights. Foals are carefully 
planned to arrive as soon after 
1st August as possible, as this 
is the southern hemisphere’s 
official horses’ birthday. Early 
foals have the longest time to 
grow into strong two-year-
olds before their first racing 
season begins. 

Red Caviar?
Continued from Front Page... 

Continued on Page 19...

Photo by: Steven Steer
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Across
1    Husky (7)
5   Highest (7)
9   Complete (6)
10  Opening (8)
11   Shades (10)
13  Restraint (4)
14  Unsullied (6)
18  Foretells (8)
19  Fleet commander's vessel (8)
21  Chaise longue (6)
23 Having no money (4)
24 Writing materials (10)
28 Large amount of electrical 
      power (8)
29 Stoppage (6)
30 Profound (7)
31 Nervous (7)

Down
2  Member of the Indian majority (5)
3  Unpaid (5)
4  8th letter of the Greek alphabet (5)
6  Lay out too much (9)
7  Motherhood (9)
8  Table napkin (9)
10 Fabulous story-teller (5)
12 Permit (3)
15 Eve of All Saints' Day (9)
16 Source of sweetness (5,4)
17 Recipients of one of St. Paul's  
     Epistles (9)
20 Braid (5)
22 Fuss (3)
25 Relative by marriage (2-3)
26 The dark (5)
27 Achieve (5)

Crossword - September 2018 Solution Sudoku - September 2018 Solution

How To Play: Each row must contain the numbers 1 to 9; each  
column must contain the numbers 1 to 9; and each set of 3 x 3  
boxes must contain the numbers 1 to 9. Best of luck!

©2018 Syndicated Puzzles

Crossword Sudoku

Events Diary
Running an event? Then make sure everyone knows about it. Email the details to: editor@meandervalleygazette.com - remember to plan in advance so you don’t miss out!

Visit and like our Facebook page for regular competitions  www.facebook.com/raspberryfarmcafe
PROUDLY SPONSORED BY CHRISTMAS HILLS RASPBERRY FARM CAFE

"A TASTE of Ireland" is the 
vivid portrayal of Ireland’s 
story told through music 
and dance. 
The show promises to 
transport the audience to a 
time and place where tunes, 
taps and tradition were all 
part of the soul. 
Melodic celtic accordion, 
alongside raw and rhyth-
mic guitar and banjo,  
complemented with heart 
felt sound of traditional 
Ullieann Pipes, the tunes 
are Munster born and  
Dublin raised.

Choreographed and led 
by ex-Gaelforce Dance & 
Rhythms of Ireland Lead 
Principal, World Medal-
ist and 6 Time Champion 
Brent Pace, "A Taste of  
Ireland" is built on a cast 
of the newest and best 
Irish dance Champions 
to be recently found from 
around the globe. The show  
features music from across 
the Irish provinces. 

It's a quintessential Irish 
tale in which dazzling feet 
meet moments of Irish wit. 

Friday 21st September 
2018 Country Club Casino 
Showroom, Prospect Vale. 
To book, call 131 600 or book 
online at Ticketmaster.

A Taste of
Ireland

Date and Time Event Details
Every day during September Steven French Photography Pixels Gallery, 21 West Parade Deloraine Open weekdays 10:00am-4:00pm Sat 10:00am-3:00 pm Sun 10:00-1:00pm

Saturday 8th September  9.00am - 1.00pm Li�ey Valley Market Old Li�ey School    Contact: Jen Randall  0421 900 810

Saturday 15th September  9.00am - 1.00pm Mole Creek Market Mole Creek Memorial Hall, cnr Pioneer Drive and Caveside Road, Contact Ross Quick 0413 681 252

Saturday 15th Sept.  8.00am - 1.00pm Westbury Market Anglican Church Hall, 11 Lonsdale Prom. Westbury    BBQ cooking breakfast, stalls. Ph: Rob Menzie 0417 931 619

Sunday 16th September  1.30pm Back to Parkham Afternoon Tea Parkham Community Hall & Church    For more details phone Kaylene 0499 554 316   

Sunday 16th September   all day Quamby Fly Fishing Club Four Springs Lagoon,  Selbourne     Fish from boat or shore   BBQ at boat ramp $12.00

Sunday  16th September  10.00am - 4.00pm Sustainable House Day For profiles, to register & details of where houses are located       www.sustainablehouseday.com

Friday 21st September  8.00pm A Taste of Ireland Country Club Casino Showroom, Prospect Vale Bookings 131 600

Friday 21st September   6.00pm Soup & Dessert Evening St Marks Parish Hall, 5-7 East Westbury Pl. Deloraine  $15.00   RSVP 16th Sept  Bev 6363 6125  Carrol 0407 534 878

Friday 21st September   5.00pm - 7.00pm Youth Group for Grades 7- 12 Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Rd, Deloraine   Food provided  Come & hang out & meet new friends

Saturday 22nd September Westbury Primary School P&F, Maypole Festival Westbury School.  Phone 0407 317 040. email: westburypandf@outlook.com

Sunday 23rd September    3.00pm sharp Western Tiers Film Society  "Loving Vincent" Little Theatre, 2 Meander Valley Rd, Deloraine    Bonus Film           M   Art Movie   94m   More info Ph: 0418 389 868

Tuesday 25th September   10.00am - 3.15pm Life is Short: Be Prepared Seminar Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Rd, Deloraine   Free day    to book Ph: Moya 6334 1577  Morn & A'noon tea provided  

Sunday 30th September    2.30pm Anglican Parish of Quamby Fundraiser St. Andrews Anglican Church, Westbury    Admission: Adults $20.00 , Concession $15.00    Children U15 free

Monday 1st October - 3rd October Stepping Stones Camp for Grade 9 - 12 Interested in fun, friendship & personal challenge   20 places   $25.00  For more info & book Ph: 0400 155 690 

Friday 5th October   5.00pm - 7.00pm Youth Group for Grades 7- 12 Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Rd, Deloraine   Food provided  Come & hang out & meet new friends

Saturday 6th October  9.00am - 1.00pm Deloraine Showground Market Deloraine Showgrounds, Highland Lakes  Rd, Deloraine      Ph: 0409 695 321  for Bookings & Details

Monday 8th October - 10th October Stepping Stones Camp for Grade 6 - 8 Interested in fun, friendship & personal challenge   20 places   $25.00  For more info & book Ph: 0400 155 690 

Friday 12th October  2.00pm MVU3A "Eat to cheat aging and dementia" Westbury RSL, Lonsdale Street, Westbury    Speaker: Ngaire Hobbins  Enquiries:  Meander Valley U3A 0484 758 466

Saturday 13th October   7.30pm sharp Western Tiers Film Society "Phanton Thread" Little Theatre, 2 Meander Valley Rd, Deloraine     R   UK Drama  130m   More info Ph: 0418 389 868

Saturday 13th October Spring Benefit Banquet Deloraine Community Complex, Alveston Drive, Deloraine

Saturday 13th October   9.00am - 1.00pm Li�ey Valley Market Old Li�ey School  Contact: Jen Randall 0421 900 810

Monday 15th October Meander Valley U3A Term 4 Classes begin Various venues across Meander Valley   Ph: 0484 758 466

Sat & Sun 13th/14th October (all day) Quamby Fly Fishing Club Woods Lake, Steppes    Bring your Camping gear for this 2-day weekend

Friday 19th October   5.00pm - 7.00pm Youth Group for Grades 7- 12 Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Rd, Deloraine   Food provided  Come & hang out & meet new friends

Saturday 20th October   9.00am - 1.00pm Mole Creek Market Mole Creek Memorial Hall, cnr Pioneer Drive and Caveside Road, Contact Ross Quick 0413 681 252

Saturday 20th October  8.00am - 1.00pm Westbury Market Anglican Church Hall, 11 Lonsdale Prom. Westbury    BBQ cooking breakfast, stalls. Ph: Rob Menzie 0417 931 619

Friday 26th October   9.00am - 4.30pm CORES Suicide Prevention Training Deloraine House, 112 Emu Bay Rd, Deloraine  $50.00  BYO lunch  Contact 6362 2678   info Ph:Angela 0409 852 073
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PROUDLY SPONSORED BY
DELORAINE & WESTBURY MEDICAL CENTRE

Established January 1998

Connecting People with People.  
Around the region,  
around the world.

Meander Valley Connect (Inc)  
actively supports the Meander Valley  
community by providing:  

•   Two online centres for internet & training 
    in Deloraine and Mole Creek
• publishing of the regional  

newspaper Meander Valley Gazette
• Technical IT Support valley-wide 

for home & small business

COMMUNITY

Back to
Parkham
THREE YEARS ago, Parkham 
Community Inc. put their 
heads together to come up 
with a way to purchase a 
precious piece of history 
that belonged to the people  
of Parkham.

A local gentleman offered 
to loan them money, so they 
were able to purchase the 
church and hall. This has 
meant lots of hard work 
and fundraising to pay back  
the debt. 

Last year, the group received 
a $50,000 grant from the Tas-
manian Department of State 
Growth for new amenities, 
which will be officially opened 
by Guy Barnett on the 16th 
September along with a Back-
to-Parkham Day to celebrate 
their achievements so far.

Everyone is invited, there 
is no need to come from 
Parkham to show support; 
you may have family or other 
connections from Parkham or 
may be just interested.

There will be some old 
photos displayed in the hall 
as well as the Elizabeth Town 
Football Club shields and  

The Parkham Church is now a community centre. A ‘Back to 
Parkham’ Day will be held on Saturday 16th September.

Photo by: Mike Moores

baptisms, bands, pot luck 
nights et cetera.

A Melbourne Cup Lunch-
eon is coming up, as is the 
Community Christmas Party 
on 15th December.

You can follow progress  
on Facebook, Parkham Com-
munity Inc. to see what’s  
happening at the centre!

photos on display for anyone 
who has an interest.

Restoration is ongoing. It’s 
a huge job and they still have 
plenty to do. Any support 
would be much appreciated.

The church has been 
deconsecrated and can now 
be used for any denomina-
tion and purpose, weddings,  

FOR THE month of  
September a selection of 
photographic works by  
Steven French will be on dis-
play at Pixels, Deloraine’s dig-
ital art gallery located in the 
Deloraine Online Centre.

Steven French is a semi-re-
tired Tasmanian farmer,  
photographer and writer. He 
lives at Whitemore, where 
his family have been farming 
since 1865. His grandchildren 
now make seven generations 
on the same property. 

His photographic career 
began as a rural photographer 
working for mainly for Tasmani-
an Country and Stock and Land.  
During this time Steven’s pho-
to captions kept getting bigger 
and bigger until he was writ-
ing more than photographing.  
He finished up being employed 
for several years solely as 
a journalist. 

In 1978 Steve and his 
wife opened Reflec-
tions Photographic 
Studio which went on 
to become the largest 
photographic studio 
in the state. Steven is a 
former runner-up for 
the Tasmanian Profes-
sional Print of the Year 
Award and took out the 

People’s Choice Award in the 
same year.

 In more recent times  
Steven has worked as a  
photographer/journalist/edi-
tor for several glossy publica-
tions. During the early 2000’s 
he was publisher/editor of  
Tasmanian Life Magazine. 

In 2010 he photographed 
and wrote the book Hand 
Made in Tasmania which was 
on the state’s best seller list 
for several weeks. 

Steven’s work has been 
published widely through-
out Australia and overseas. 
He has had several solo  
photographic exhibitions 
and been part of group exhi-
bitions on the mainland. His 
work has also been hung at  
the prestigious Menzies  
Gallery in Melbourne.

Exhibition of French style

‘Cosy Lamb’ by Steven French
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SERVICES TO OFFER

ACCOUNTING & 
BOOKKEEPING

DELORAINE BEAN COUNTER 
Looking after all your Business 
Accounts, MYOB, Payroll and 
Training needs.  Find out more call  
Zsuzsanna on 0427 362 058. delo-
rainebeancounter@gmail.com – 
Central o�ce located at: Room 4,  
62-64 Emu Bay Rd,  
Deloraine Tas 7304.

CLEANER EXTRAORDINAIRE
FUSSY, Energetic, Flexible, Eye  
for detail, Superb refs. Ring  
Liz 0448 455 371.

COMPUTER REPAIRS
FOR Computer Repairs, Up-
grades, Accessories & Internet 
Phone Installation. Call Alistair Carr.  
Mobile: 0438 681 290. Email:  
ali_carr47@carrpar.biz

DEBORAH Hunter accredited 
Bowtech Cert IV.  Private Health 
rebates. Try Hay Fever therapy-
this spring. Appts: Most Wednes-
days at Seppenfelts.  6367 8142.

JACQUELINE STACEY: specialis-
ing in muscle release work using  
Bowen, Emmett and Trigger Point 
therapies. Ph: 6362 4335.

RICHARDSON’S  
GARDEN SERVICE

PLANTS FOR Sale: Tomato,  
Onion, Strawberry, Polyanthus  
& Pansy, Seed potatoes. Call  
Allan & Edna 0409 931 491  10 Jones 
Street, Westbury 7303.

SHEARER
SHEEP, goats, alpacas. No job 
too small  Phone 0429 705 146.

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
OFFICIAL Australian 8 Ball Fed-
eration Pool Table Truline Bil-
liards Australian Championships 
L’ton Country Club Casino 2016. 
Includes 8 Ball set, Triple  
overhead lights. Many extra’s.  
Impeccable condition. Ph: Bill 
0488 575 590. $4,600.

Advertising enquiries to: 
advertising@meandervalleygazette.com

CLASSIFIEDS

Ph: 6286 8216

Meander Valley councillors 
were conservative and lacked 
confidence in the project: “We 
need go-getters on the coun-
cil, young people willing to see 
the future and create a fit and 
healthy community.”

In the meeting, when out-
going Mayor Craig Perkins 
along with Cllrs Bob Richard-
son and Deb White opposed 
supporting the project on 
financial grounds, it was left to 
Cllrs Andrew Connor, Michael 
Kelly and John Temple to  
rescue the situation.

Council eventually passed 
a motion including investi-
gating an option to purchase 
land needed for the project to 

proceed. The land is adjacent 
to the Deloraine Communi-
ty Complex and a five-year 
option at a price negotiated 
by the general manager would 
allow time to seek funding 
from Federal and State Gov-
ernment for the project.

Cllr Connor urged support 
for the motion, suggesting a 
special rate could be struck 
for Deloraine residents if the  
project went ahead; he said 
council should not be scared 
of big projects but that it has 
a poor record on attracting 
State and Federal funding.

But Cllr White said the 
facility’s cost was a “stum-
bling block” and Cllr Perkins 
said to support such a project 

“sets up expectations”. Even if 
initial funding was available, 
maintenance costs were high.

Shaun Donohue said he was 
embarrassed by Cllr Richard-
son’s comments that West-
bury needed footpaths more 
than Deloraine needed recrea-
tion facilities: “We were talking 
about the Deloraine Precinct 
plan and all he could talk about 
was Westbury’s footpaths.

“Council just doesn’t have a 
vision for health and well-be-
ing in Deloraine. Even if our 
plan is too costly they’ve got 
to come to some arrangement 
soon because they’ve done 
nothing for so long.

“I love to see young Delo-
raine people playing sport, but 
anyone who’s any good has to 
go out of our area.”

Sports representatives said 
they were relieved council 
voted to investigate an option 

to buy the necessary land and 
they would discuss future 
moves at their next meeting.

$98,000 worth of indecision
Continued from Page 1...

a $1.5M Easter Yearling 
who showed brilliant 2YO 
speed and won the Group 2 
VRC Sires Produce Stakes.  
Zululand replaces the stal-
lion Lionhearted, also by 
Fastnet Rock and related to 
Black Caviar, sadly lost during  
his first season at stud last 
year, after having sired  
16 foals.

Graeme trains racehorses 
at his property, and likes to 
break in a couple of yearlings 
at a time. He also grows crops 
of potatoes and poppies, as 
well as the hay to feed all 
Grenville’s future champions.

Visit www.grenville.com.au

Red Caviar?
Several foals already grace 

the fields at Whitemore,  
and about 40 mares will foal 
there this season. 

Two stallions stand at stud 
at Grenville. Group 1 win-
ner Mawingo by Tertullian 
out of Montfleur collected 
over $1million in Germany,  
Singapore and Australia. His 
first progeny have impressed 
buyers at the Magic Millions 
Yearling Sale, with a top price 
of $47,500.

Zululand (Fastnet Rock, 
Dream Play[USA]) was 

Continued from Page 15...
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The ‘Women in waders’ initiative of the Quamby Fly Fishers Club attracted a crowd of women keen to try their hand at the somewhat genteel sport. Approximately  
40 learners and tutors gathered on the banks of the picturesque Huntsman Lake at Meander, rugged up and ready to brave the chilly winter weather. Attendees were  
split into small groups and given individual attention by tutors who coached them in the basics of casting. The equipment needed was provided by the club.  Previously 
regarded as an all male pursuit, women are now making a determined attempt to redress the gender imbalance.                                                                             Photo by: Mike Moores

MEANDER VALLEY teen-
ager Sahara Rumble has been 
riding horses since she could 
walk. Now, at age 13, she will 
be able to show her skills at a 
national level.

The National Equestrian 

By David Claridge Interschools Championships 
take place every year in a 
different state of Austral-
ia. This year, they are being  
held in October at the Nation-
al Equestrian Centre in  
Werribee, Victoria.

Over five hundred riders 
will be competing in a number 

of disciplines including event-
ing, show jumping, dressage 
and show horse.

Travelling with other Tasma-
nian riders and trainers, Sahara 
will be competing in the dres-
sage on her warmblood mare, 
Repertoire, who was born on 
their farm near Deloraine. 

“My Mum taught me how 
to ride from the time I could 
walk. She has ridden all her life 
and has passed on her love of  
horses to me. Mum and Dad 
and Grandma and Grand-
pa bought me my first pony, 
called Tilly, when I was two.” 

“This is super exciting being 
my first time to go and I feel 
honoured to be representing 
my school, Launceston Gram-
mar, the Meander Valley and 
the state of Tasmania.”

In the leadup to the event, 
Sahara has had to put a lot 
of work into her routine and, 
most importantly, her horse.

“It has been a very wet win-
ter, so it has been tricky to 
train. I have been training at 
the Violet Banks Indoor Arena 
near Westbury and at home 
when it is not raining between 
five and six times a week. “

“Preparation for this event 
is quite complicated and 
expensive. My horse is cur-
rently wearing four rugs and 
she is put under lights in a 
stable every night to try to 
trick her body into shedding 
her winter coat early. She is 
also getting magnesium in 
her feed, probiotics and other 
vitamins and minerals so she 
is in optimum condition. She 
even gets massages to relieve 
her hamstrings.”

“My horse will have to 
stand for a long time on our 
float without food or water 
for the Bass Straight crossing 

on the Spirit of Tasmania. I‘m 
currently making a playlist of 
my favourite songs to keep 
her relaxed while travelling. 
We also have a horse toy we 
will hang in the float covered 
in molasses to keep her from 
getting bored.”

Sahara would like to thank 
the Meander Valley Council, 
Deloraine and Districts Com-
munity Bank and members of 
the Meander Valley commu-
nity for their financial sup-
port, Deloraine District Pony 
Club,  her coach Amanda 
Cameron and her family for 
their support.

Sahara Rumble is heading interstate to compete with her warmblood, Repertoire.      Photo supplied

CONGRATUATIONS  TO the 
Deloraine Kangaroos  under 
14’s football team who took 
out the division 2 premiership 
for 2018.

Coached by Harry Bloom-
field, the team played the East 
Coast Giants in a nail biting 
finish, just 7 points up with 
one minute to go. The final 
score was 43 - 56.

Local businesses showed 
their support by flying the 
teams colours of blue and 
white in shop windows, and 
in sculptures and trees all 
along the main street. 

Deloraine High School 
showed support by holding a 
fundraiser  for Beyond Blue, 
a charity for which Deloraine 
Footy Club is keenly involved.

Roos victory

Women, wellies and waders

Sahara 
hones her  

Repertoire

SPORT




